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TABLE  1. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1905. 
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Diseases. 
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99 
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Winsford  Urban 

1 

30-2 
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115 

(See  also  Table  on  ])a.G^e  4.) 
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TABLE  2. 

DETAILS  OF  DEATH  RATES. 


It  may  be  found  interesting  to  divide  up  the  Death-rates  into 
their  constituent  parts,  for  purposes  of  further  comparison. 
This  is  done  in  the  following  Table. 
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15-47 
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J (tint  ary  ^ 1906. 


T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 


(See  also  Table  on  p.  3.) 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  several 
District  Councils  whose  Reports  follow: 


Gentlemen^ 

In  presrntiny  mtj  eleventh  Anmuil  Report  for  the  Buchloir, 
Riddulph,  (ind  Knutsford  Districts^  ond  tenth,  for  the  Middlewleh 
and  Jl'insfoj'd  Districts,  I ask  permission  very  respectfully  to 
draic  attention  ayain  to  the  prefatory  letter  which  I published  last 
year. 

I am  responsible  for  the  Public  Health  of  about  48,000  persons. 
No  other  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ( so  far  as  I know ) who  has 
the  care  of  an  equal  population,  is  witlumt  some  office  and  clerical 
assistance.  My  Districts  however  are  btdependent  of  one  another, 
and  only  temporarily  associated  in  my  hands;  so  that  this  provision 
is  not  made  for  me.  My  only  office  is  my  private  residence; 
clerical  assistance  I have  none  ; and  the  preparation  of  the  Annual 
Repo?'ts,  a work  of  no  little  time  and  trouble  (though  one  in  which 
I take  a pride),  falls,  to  the  smallest  detail,  on  my  individual  and 
unaided,  efforts.  In  addition,  all  my  seasonal  and  routine  work 
claims  daily  attention  ; consequently  my  time  for  writing  is  irregular 
and  broken ; and  hence  the  delay  which  each  year  necessarily 
occurs  before  the  publication  of  the  complete  Volume. 

I beg  to  thank  you,  Gentlemen,  for  your  continued  confidence; 
anti  to  fts.sure  you  that  your  interests  will  ctmtinuc  to  be  served,  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  by 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  n\  IL  GARSTANG, 


January  2nd,  I9fd]. 
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GENERAL  SUBJECTS. 


Printing. — In  consequence  of  the  practical  difficulty  of  ])rint- 
ing  the  Official  Tables,  with  all  their  “ Notes,”  on  pages  of  this 
size,  the  “ Notes”  are  (as  before)  omitted  from  the  Tables,  to 
give  more  room  for  the  figures ; and,  as  they  have  been  printed 
in  full  in  the  Keports  for  1901,  1902  and  190:1,  they  will  on  this 
occasion  be  omitted  altogether. 

Instructions. — It  is  of  course  understood  that  all  the  ‘‘Instruc- 
tions ” have  been  attended  to;  and  that  all  the  information 
asked  for  is  given  in  the  separate  Reports. 

Arrangement. — I propose  to  follow  my  usual  plan,  that  is,  to 
write  first  a certain  number  of  pai-agraphs,  which  are  intended 
to  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of  each  of  the  individual 
Reports  which  follow.  The  matter  in  the  Reports  is  arranged 
in  the  same  order  thnt  is  adopted  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  ; any  subjects  omitted  are  inapplicable  to  the 
District  under  consideration,  or  because  I have  no  means  of 
obtaining  information,  or  for  other  similar  reason. 

This  year  it  is  the  turn  of  the  Knutsford  Report  to  be  written 
first ; the  others  will  follow  in  the  usual  order. 

*905* — Except  for  diphtheria  in  Middlewich,  the  year  under 
review  has  been  remarkably  free  from  exceptional  incidents, 
and  this  has  allowed  routine  work  (including  “systematic 
inspections”)  to  be  carried  out  with  quiet  regularity. 

THE  OFFICIAL  “TABLES.” 

Many  of  the  remarks  in  my  Annual  Report,  1900,  remain 
applicable;  especially  as  to  the  age-distribution  in  Table  III. 

I still  find  myself  at  variance  w’ith  the  instructions  as  to 
inclusion  of  deaths  of  residents,  accidentally  occurring  in  other 
Districts,  and  as  to  exclusion  of  deaths  of  strangers  accidentally 
occurring  within  one  of  my  Districts,  when  the  name  do  not  occur 
in  Public  Institutions.  In  the  Bucklow  District  particularly  will 
be  found  several  instances  in  which  strict  adherence  to  the  letter 
of  the  instructions  (at  the  foot  of  Table  I.  and  on  the  back  of 
Table  IV.)  would  distinctly  violate  their  spirit,  and  unfairly  and 
adversely  affect  the  District  Rates.  I have  taken  the  liberty  of 
making  corrections  for  all  these,  so  far  as  known  to  me ; and 
will  indicate  the  details  in  each  Report.  A new  Table  appears 
this  year,  which  deals  with  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  below 


oae  year  of  ao’e,  minutely  classified  as  to  exact  cause  and  age. 
As  I have  always  laid  stress  on  the  importance  of  this  information, 
and  have  for  many  years  given  a Table,  similar  if  smaller,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I approve  of  the  new  Official  Table, 
and  hope  it  may  lead  to  an  indication  of  the  direction  which 
should  be  taken  by  practical  steps  to  combat  the  infantile 
mortality  so  lamentably  prevalent. 

ALTERATION  IN  DECENNIAL  AVERAGES. 

In  all  Tables,  and  other  places,  where  “the  average  of  the 
last  ten  years  ” is  referred  to  as  a standard,  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  this  standard  itself  varies  slightly  from  year  to  year. 
This  time  the  year  1894  drops  out,  and  the  year  1904  comes  in. 
The  respective  variations  will  be  noted,  where  necessary,  in  the 
Reports. 

ESTIMATES  OF  POPULATION. 

These  have  been  made  with  scrupulous  care,  so  far  as  is 
possible  in  the  absence  of  exact  information.  First  I have 
taken  the  figures  which  would  be  arithmetically  correct  if  the 
change  in  population  (known  to  have  occurred  from  1891  to 
1901)  is  proceeding  at  a regular  and  even  rate.  Secondly,  I 
have  had  these  figures  revised  by  the  Surveyor  of  each  District, 
from  his  knowledge  of  new  houses  erected,  old  property 
abandoned  or  empty,  and  so  on.  I do  not  see  that  I can  do 
more.  There  cannot  be  any  great  error  at  present;  but  the 
liability  to  error  will  increase  with  each  year  that  passes. 

All  knowledge,  on  broad  lines,  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a 
District,  as  indicated  by  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  within 
it,  in  a given  time,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  and  in  com- 
parison with  neighbouring  Districts,  is  expressed  in,  and 
derived  from,  the  figures  which  are  periodically  calculated,  and 
published,  and  called  “ Rates  ” ; and  it  is  therefore  clear  that  no 
trouble  is  too  great  to  take,  to  ensure  the  absolute  accuracy  of 
these  figures,  and  this  depends  entirely  upon  a correct  knowledge 
of  the  population.  With  a Census  taken  only  once  in  10  years, 
errors  are  unavoidable.  If  the  Census  were  taken  every  5 years 
they  would  be  automatically  reduced  by  about  75  per  cent.,  and 
would  become  comparatively  unimportant. 

INTER-NOTIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  OF  NON-RESIDENTS. 

During  1905  the  following  deaths  have  been  notified  in  my 
Districts  of  persons  Avhose  places  of  residence  are  known  to  be 
elsewhere  : — Bucklow,  7 ; besides  12  in  the  Baguley  Sanatorium, 
and  1 in  the  Manchester  Consumption  Hospital ; Knutsford,  .3 
in  the  town,  52  in  the  Workhouse  and  3 in  the  Gaol;  Middle- 
wich,  3 ; Winsford,  3 in  the  Infirmary;  total  84.  14  of  these 


s 


were  dealt  with  by  myself,  transferring  from  one  District  to 
another ; leaving  70  which  1 have  carefully  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  District  concerned  ; except  in 
4 cases  where  the  place  of  residence  was  unknown.  (Altrincham, 
14;  Manchester,  9 ; Sale  and  Wilmslow,  8 each ; Ashton-on- 
Mersey,  6 ; Lymm,  4 ; Birkenhead,  Stretford,  Chcadle  Hulme, 
Hale,  and  Sandbach,  2 each;  and  Leigh,  Northwich  Rural, 
Levenshulme,  Alderley  Edge,  Oldham,  Bowdon,  and  Nantwich, 
1 each). 

During  the  same  period  I have  received  36  similar  notices  of 
deaths  belonging  to  my  Districts  occurring  elsewhere  ; or, 
deducting  my  own  14  transfers,  22;  as  follows: — Manchester 
(Hospitals)  9,  and  town,  1 ; Altrincham  (Hospital)  3,  and  town, 
i;  North  Stafford  Infirmary,  3;  Northwich  (Workhouse)  2 ; 
Davenham  (Infectious  Hospital),  Leek  (Workhouse),  and 
Urmston,  1 each. 

I have  published  similar  figures  for  5 previous  years,  and  the 
notices  which  I have  voluntarily  sent  out,  and  those  which  1 
have  received  ask  inf/  for  ffieni)  are  as  follows  : — 

SF.N'l’.  RIX’KIVF.I). 


1 900 

74 

4 

1901 

60 

1 1 

1902 

56 

12 

1903 

71 

24 

18 

1904 

62 

1905 

70 

13 

Total 

393 

82 

In  1900  1 received  from  1 District  only:  in  1901  from  4 ; in 
1902  from  4;  in  1903  from  9;  in  1904  from  7 ; and  in  1905 
from  7 ; from  which  it  appears  to  be  a fair  inference  that,  even 
if  I was  not  the  first  in  the  field,  my  action  has  distinctly  helped 
to  start  a system  of  voluntary  inter-notification. 

As  I have  said  more  than  once  previously,  there  is  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  organising  this  inter-notification  upon  national  lines. 
Either  the  Registrar  of  Deaths,  or  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
might  be  made  the  responsible  official  to  forward  such  notices  to 
the  right  quarters,  and  scientific  accuracy  would  be  much  better 
than  the  present  happy-go-lucky  system  by  which  it  is  hoped 
that  the  failure  to  report  in  one  District  will  be  balanced  by  a 
similar  failure  in  another. 

No  doubt  this  difficulty  is  not  felt  in  the  big  towns.  For 
instance,  if  Manchester  has  11000  deaths  in  a year,  the  addition 
or  subtraction  of  one  or  two  makes  no  practical  difference  ; it 
would  take  about  50  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  Rate  of  0*1. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  in  a small  District  like  Middlewich, 
every  single  death  makes  a difference  of  0*2  ; and  it  is  thus 
obviously  important  for  small  Districts  to  be  most  stringently 
careful  not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  “ surcharged.” 
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PHTHI5I5  AND  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

The  h^ures  for  the  eij^ht  years  1897  to  1904  were  given  in  my 
hist  Amimil  Keport.  Kefereuee  to  the  following  Table  shows 


TABLE  3, 


Deaths  and  Death-rates. 


1897  to  1904. 

1905. 

TOTAL. 

i Phthisis.  1 

1 1 

! Other  Tubercu- 
1 lar  Diseases. 

1 ' 

Total. 

Rate. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tuberrii- 
[ lar  Diseases. 

rt 

o 

H 

Phthisis. 

1 Other  Tubercu- 
[ lar  Diseases. 

Total.  ! 

Rate. 

Bucklow  R.  ... 

129 

45 

174 

1-0 

12 

7 

J9 

0-9 

141 

52 

193 

1-0 

Biddiilph  U.  .. 

’ 44 

16 

50 

1-2 

6 

7 

13 

1-9 

50 

23 

73 

1-3 

Knutsford  U. 

27 

13 

40 

10 

3 

0 

3 

0-6 

30 

13 

43 

10 

Middle  wichU. 

28 

25  1 

53 

1-3 

1 

o 

3 

0-6 

29 

27 

56 

1-2 

Winsford  U. 

67 

32 

99 

1-2 

5 

5 

10 

14) 

72 

37 

109 

1-2 

295 

131 

426 

IT 

27 

21 

48 

1-0 

322 

152 

474 

1-1 

that  in  taking  a number  of  years  together  ^ve  arrive  at  a remark- 
ably uniform  approximation  to  a Rate  of  IT.  (Phthisis  alone, 
without  other  tubercular  diseases,  (V7).  These  Kates  are  below 
the  County  averages. 

Dr.  Rhodes  states  that  one-eleventh  of  tlie  total  pauperism  of 
the  country  may  be  traced  to  phthisis,  and  the  ratepayers  are 
paying  a million  sterling  yearly  as  the  result,  whilst  each  year 
witnesses  the  death  of  42,000  victims  in  England  and  Wales. 
The  loss  of  wages  owing  to  illness  is  estimated  to  reach  a total 
of  £10,000,000  yearly. 

The  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption  has 
now  been  at  work  for  four  years,  and  many  Sanatoria  have 
been  built.  Knowledge  is  rapidly  being  disseminated ; and 
though  the  time  is  short,  one  may  almost  persuade  oneself  to 
hope  that  the  above  Table  shows  a first  sign  of  a lowered  death- 
rate. 

VOLUNTARY  NOTIFICATION  OF  PHTHISI5. 

This  question  is  being  discussed  at  present  in  Public  Health 
circles.  As  might  be  expected,  opinions,  even  among  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  ai-e  various  : ranging  from  compulsory 
notification  to  no  notification  at  all. 
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TABLE  4. 


Notifications 

of  Phthisis, 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Total. 

Bucklow  R.  ... 

2 

1 

6 

4 

5 

18 

Biddulph  U. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Knutsford  IJ. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Middlewich  U. 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

6 

Winsford  U. 

9 

7 

10 

4 

3 

33 

13 

10 

17 

10 

9 

59 

A circular,  iuvltiug  voluntary  notification,  was  issued  by  each 
of  my  Councils  early  in  1901.  It  was  repeated  in  1902.  And 
in  1903  it  was  again  issued  in  a modified  form,  offering  to  each 
medical  practitioner  the  power  to  decide  how  far  his  notification 
should  involve  consequent  action  by  the  Authority,  or  other- 
wise, on  the  admirable  plan  devised  by  Dr.  Willoughby,  of 
Eastbourne.  The  result  is  59  notifications  in  5 years ; (1905 
showing  a smaller  total  than  any  preceding  year) ; and  in 
almost  every  instance  the  cases  were  in  the  last  stages,  and  death 
followed  within  a few  days  or  weeks.  During  1905  there  were 
27  deaths  from  phthisis  ; and  in  the  5 years  166;  a balance 
therefore  of  18  in  1905,  and  107  in  the  5 years,  un-notified  even 
up  to  death.  And  there  are  also  probably  about  200  surviving 
cases.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  proposal  has  not  been 
received  with  favour  by  the  medical  profession  ; and  the  effort 
has  proved  almost  abortive.  1 am  not  able  to  say  whether 
there  was  really  any  active  opposition  ; or  w4iether  it  has  been 
nothing  more  than  sheer  indifference  and  forgetfulness.  1 
personally  visited  almost  every  case  notified,  and  can  certify 
that  the  parents  and  their  friends  were  not  the  objectors ; on 
the  contrary  they  were  pleased  to  receive  advice  and  instructions. 

The  royal  query  “ If  preventable,  w^hy  not  prevented  ? ” has 
been  universally  admitted  to  be  reasonable.  It  will  probably 
not  be  disputed  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  is  the  proper  body 
to  carry  out  preventative  measures.  It  only  remains  to  point 
out  that  in  dealing  with  a disease,  the  first  information  required 
(and  absolutely  necessary)  is  to  know  wdiere  cases  exist.  And 
therefore  it  seems  clear  that  if  the  notifications  cannot  be 
obtained  voluntarily,  a demand  for  compulsory  notification  will 
Ijc  the  natural  se(|uel  and  conclusion. 
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MEANS  OF  DISINFECTION. 

There  is  at  last  some  marked  progress  to  report  since  I wrote 
in  detail  five  years  ago.  The  disinfection  of  premises  is  still 
effected  by  means  Avhich  science  has  stated  to  be  unreliable  ; 
such  as  the  burning  of  sulphur  ; the  liberation  of  compressed 
sulphurous  acid  gas;  the  use  of  the  “ Formic-Sulphugator  ” ; 
&c.  More  rarely,  floors  are  washed  with  chlorinated-lime 
water;  and  wall-papers  stripped  and  renewed. 

But  the  Bucklow  Joint  Hospital  Board  now  has  a scheme  for 
providing  an  efficient  steam  disinfector  (for  clothes  and  bedding) 
which  will  serve  the  Bucklow  Rural  and  Knutsford  Urban 
Districts ; and  in  the  meantime  can  use  the  steam  disinfector  at 
the  Baguley  Sanatorium.  The  Northwich  Joint  Hospital  Board 
has  also  erected  a Sanatorium,  equipped  with  a disinfector ; and 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Middle wich  and  Winsford  are  accom- 
modated. A joint  Hospital  for  a combination  of  authorities  is 
also  projected  near  Congleton ; and  this  will  serve  the  Biddulph 
Urban  District;  but  1 do  not  know  if  it  will  be  on  a scale 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  a steam  disinfector. 
Still  this  is  a great  advance  on  the  former  condition  of  affairs. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A glance  at  Table  5 shows  that  1905  has  been  characterised 
by  an  average  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  the  number  of 
cases  being  264,  and  the  average  of  the  previous  15  years  257. 
Table  6 shows  that  the  most  important  item  is  the  great  increase 
in  diphtheria ; from  which  Middlewich  suffered  most  severely, 
having  a case-rate  of  no  less  than  8*0  per  thousand ; following 
a case-rate  of  13’8  in  1904 ; whilst  Winsford,  its  nearest  neigh- 
bour, escaped  with  2 cases;  following  1 only  in  1904;  and 
Biddulph,  the  most  distant,  had  a case-rate  of  2*5,  following  4*6 
in  1904,  which  is  the  next  most  severe  to  Middlewich.  This  is 
evidence  that  the  epidemics  depended  largely  upon  local  con- 
ditions for  their  development ; even  if  we  admit  that  the  disease 
is  more  generally  prevalent  than  it  used  to  be. 

The  notification-rate  for  all  diseases  has  fallen  from  6*5  to  5*5. 
The  small  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  is  to  be  noted  ; also 
the  fact  that  one  or  more  cases  of  puerperal  fever  occurred  in 
eacli  District.  8 out  of  the  9 cases  occurred  in  women  who 
employed  midwives  to  attend  them  in  their  confinements. 
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TABLI-: 


Notifications. 

1890 

1891 

1 

1892 

I 

189:3 

1894* 

1 ! 1 

1895!1890il897 

i 1 

lincklow  1\.  ... 
l)id(lnlph  U.... 
K nuts  ford  U. 
Midtllewich  U. 
Wiusford  U.... 

1 20 

0 

42 

40 

22 

i 9 

! 40 

1 

107 

24 

1 

4:3 

240 

15 

12:3 

267 

182 

:39 

24 

:3l 

79 

25 

25 

5:i 

47 

: 05 
! 55  ! 
12 
07 
197 

59 

I 17 

5 

:3i 

47 

101 

117 

i 

175 

045 

270 

229 

:390 

159 

Notifications. 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1 

1903 

19041905 

Buck  low  11 

40 

100 

90 

158 

102 

97 

117  ' 

108 

Biddiilph  U.... 

( 

118 

20 

21 

13 

28 

50 

:30 

Knutsford  U 

0 

70 

18 

17 

8 

25 

17 

14 

Middlewicli  U 

1 18 

2:3 

12 

8 

:35 

! 20 

80 

01 

Wiijsford  U.... 

22 

:39 

147 

93 

44 

- 

43 

51 

99 

356 

299 

297 

202 

1 

199 

307 

204 

TABLE  6. 


Notifications  in  1905. 

1 

(fj  ^ 

'y. 

•Ji 

> 

o 

1 , 

i 2 

3 

3 

W 

1 

Erysipelas. 

1 TOTAL. 

! 

S’t: 

P.S 

c 

J 0 

2 

c ^ 

Bucklow  R. 

21145 

0 

58 

^ 31 

0 

•> 

0 

14 

108  ■ 

51 

BiddulphU. 

' 0650 

0 

11 

17 

0 , 

j 

1 

:3o  1 

45 

Knutsford  U. 

4900 

0 

o 

4 

2 ■ 

2 

4 

14  i 

2-9 

iMiddlcvvich  U.  ... 

4850 

0 

10 

;39 

1 

1 

10  I 

01 

120 

Winsford  U. 

10355 

0 

25 

o 

1 

2 

21  1 

51 

4 9 

479C0 

1 

0 

100 

9:3 

0 

9 

50  ! 

264 

5-5 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Six  of  the  “seven 
in  evidenee. 


prineipal  zyinotie  diseases 
TABLE  7. 


are,  this  year, 


Deaths 

from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  1905. 

Sinall-pox. 

o 

s 

-tJ 

6 

Si 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever.  i 

Measle.s. 

Whooping  Cough,  j 

1 

1 

L . . _ 

TOTAL. 

i 

Rate.  1 

Bucklow  B.  ... 

1 

0 

4 

4 

1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

21 

1*0 

Biddulph  U.  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

4 

11 

1*8 

Knntsford  U.  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

4 

0*8 

MiddlewichU... 

0 

0 

11 

0 

1 

1 

4 

17 

3*5 

Winsford  U.  ... 

0 

1 

0 

{) 

21 

1 

6 

29 

2*8 

0 

5 

16 

i 

: 1 

30 

9 

21 

82 

: b7 

Tlie  number  in  1900  was  50,  Bate  T2  ; in  1901  it  was  61, 
Bate  To  ; in  1902  it  was  60,  Bate  1*3  ; in  1903  it  was  59,  Bate 
1*3;  and  in  1904,  69,  Bate  1*5.  For  the  last  six  years  there- 
fore w*e  have  a fairly  constant  average,  taking  the  Districts 
togetlier,  witli  a little  I'ise  in  the  last  two  years,  due  to  causes 
already  discussed,  which  we  hope  will  now  disappear. 

The  attention  of  the  public  must  again  be  called,  as  has  to  be 
done  in  every  Beport,  to  the  fact  that  many  of  these  deaths 
could  be  avoided.  At  least  30  lives  per  year,  in  the  above 
Districts,  and  mainly  those  of  children,  could  be  saved  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  cai*e.  The  ignorance  of  the  public, 
esi)ecially  among  the  working-classes,  of  the  elements  of  hygiene, 
seems  to  diminish  very  slowly,  in  spite  of  all  philanthropic  and 
educational  endeavours. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

In  view  of  the  coutiuned  prevalence  of  diphthei'ia,  1 would 
emphatically  repeat  the  remarks  in  my  last  Beport  as  to  its 
causation  and  convection. 

The  use  of  antitoxin  having  now  become  pretty  general, 
there  a])pears  to  be  a distinct  diminution  in  the  fatality  of  the 
disease;  and  very  possibly,  within  another  year  or  two,  it  may 
have  lost  many  of  its  terrors. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  has  been  no  particular  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  since 
1899  and  1900.  Much  susceptible  material  has  therefore 
accumulated ; and  I live  now  in  daily  expectation  of  an 
outbreak. 

MEASLES. 

I would  draw  special  attention  to  the  remarks  quoted  in  my 
last  Report. 

Dr.  Kerr  reporting  to  the  London  County  Council,  and  Dr. 
Thomas  at  Woolwich,  come  to  the  following  striking  conclusions 

Measles  is  the  most  fatal  disease  of  childhood,  and  the 
one  which  plays  the  greatest  havoc  with  school  attendance. 

Fifty  per  cent,  of  children  have  already  had  measles  before 
entering  the  infants’  department. 

School  closure  is  useless,  unless  applied  on  the  occurrence 
of  the  FIRST  CASE.  As  a panic  measure  when  the  disease  has 
become  prevalent,  it  is  of  no  avail. 

Measles  will  spread  in  classes  where  one-third  are  unprotected, 
and  will  recur  until  the  unprotected  are  reduced  to  one-fifth. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  exclusion  of  children,  themselves 
unaftected  but  coming  from  affected  households,  is  required  in 
any  except  the  infant  departments. 

The  lighter,  the  airier,  and  the  less  crowded  a school,  the  less 
is  the  spread  of  measles. 

The  withdrawal  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  Art,  101*  was 
the  greatest  piece  of  official  folly  ever  perpetrated. 

(From  an  article  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  January 
27th,  1906.) 

The  above  conclusions  can  be  modified,  in  one  respect,  in 
country  Districts.  An  epidemic  can  be  controlled  and  checked, 
after  the  appearance  of  the  ‘‘  first  crop  of  cases,”  (which  occurs 
a fortnight  later  than  the  first  case),  if  the  schools  be  closed, 
and  an  Inspector  be  detailed  to  visit  every  infected  house,  every 
day,  to  see  that  all  sick  children  are  kept  in  bed,  and  that  all 
susceptible  children  are  kept  at  home.  The  first  requirement 
prevents  deaths  occurring.  The  second,  domiciliary  isolation, 
prevents  the  spread  of  the  disease.  As  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  is  too  busy  to  undertake  this  duty,  it  means  the 
temporary  employment  of  an  additional  officer  ; and  I generally 
find  one  of  the  masters  of  the  closed  school  willing  to  act,  at  a 
salary  of  £l  per  week.  He  has  the  additional  advantage  of 
knowing  the  children  ; and  also  of  knowing  the  residences  of 
the  other  children  from  his  school  who  are  not  yet  affected. 

This  plan  has  worked  most  successfully  in  several  instances  ; 
and  has  cut  short  e])idemics,  and  jias  saved  lives,  at  a cost 
generally  under  five  i)ounds  per  occasion. 
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Tu  give  a brief  outline  of  my  experience,  without  too  closely 
identifying  Districts  : — 

1.  — 1898.  School  closed  22  days.  Inspector  appointed. 

Epidemic  ceased. 

2.  — A fortnight  later,  another  school  affected.  Closed  27 

days.  Inspector  appointed.  Epidemic  ceased.  Upwards 
of  300  cases  known;  no  deaths. 

3.  — Another  District.  12  deaths  in  April  and  May,  Five 

schools  closed  successively.  Inspector  appointed.  Epi- 
demic (which  was  severe)  immediately  abated  ; and 
schools  re-opened  after  intervals  of  from  13  to  39  days. 

4.  — Same  District.  1902.  School  closed.  Inspector 

appointed.  75  cases  and  over  100  contacts;  no  deaths. 
School  re-opened  in  3 weeks. 

5.  — Council  refused  to  continue  the  Inspector.  Other  schools 

became  affected, had  to  be  closed,  and  the  disease  remained 
for  five  months,  causing  an  unknown  number  of  cases, 
and  at  least  seven  deaths. 

6.  — Another  District.  1902.  Epidemic  in  April.  Council 

refused  to  appoint  Inspector.  Epidemic  lasted  five 
months,  affected  many  schools,  caused  an  unknown 
number  of  cases,  and  at  least  six  deaths. 

7.  — Another  District.  1898.  Small  outbreak  in  distant  part. 

Inspector  appointed.  Epidemic  stamped  out  in  12  days. 

8.  — Another  District.  1904.  Very  large  epidemic  grew  for 

six  weeks.  Schools  closed.  Inspector  appointed. 
Epidemic  disappeared  in  from  3 to  4 weeks. 

9.  — Another  District.  1904.  School  closed.  Inspector 

appointed.  200  cases.  no  deaths.  Epidemic  dis- 
appeared in  3 weeks, 

10.  — Same  District.  1905.  Fresh  outbreak  in  another  part. 

Appointment  of  Inspector  refused.  Epidemic  travelled 
over  whole  District,  lasted  five  months,  and  caused 

TWENTY-ONE  DEATHS. 

These  facts,  which  are  indisputable,  lead  me  to  believe  that  I 
could  largely  limit  epidemics  of  measles,  and  still  more 
certainly  save  the  lives  of  children,  if  1 were  given  authority 
to  act  promptly,  as  necessity  arose.  This  however  has  hitherto 
been  refused  me ; and  on  each  occasion  I have  to  wait  for  a 
meeting  of  the  Authority,  submit  a fresh  explanation  and  appli- 
cation, possibly  meet  with  a refusal,  and  (in  any  case)  have 
valuable  time  wasted.  I would  be  willing  to  accept  a limit  of 
Five  pounds  (or  even  less)  ; and  any  Council  which  will 
empower  me  to  act  within  that  limit,  by  a general  resolution, — 
to  act  promptly  and  at  my  own  discretion, — will  make  a new 
departure,  and  will  find  itself  well  repaid. 


IB 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  remaining  subjects  dealt  with  last  year,  viz.:  “ Diarrhoea,” 
‘‘Infantile  Mortality,”  “ Bacteriological  Examinations,”  “The 
use  of  Antitoxin,”  “ Disinfectants,”  “ Dairies  and  Cowsheds,” 
“ The  Midwives’  Act,”  “ Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,”  and 
“ Hospital  Isolation,”  retain  all  their  importance,  and  are 
omitted  on  this  occasion  only  to  economise  space  and  cost. 

PREVIOUS  REPORTS. 

My  ])revious  Reports  for  ten  years,  1895 — 1904,  have  been 
bound  in  two  volumes,  and  copies  placed  in  the  Public  Free 
Libraries  of  Altrincham,  Knutsford,  Middlewich,  and  Winsford, 
where  they  are  available  for  reference. 

T.  W.  H.  GARSTANQ. 

February  6th,  1906. 
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Knutsford  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  4,663. 

(4,266  exclusive  of  Workhouse  and  Gaol). 

Population  at  Census,  1901,  5,172. 

(4,686  exclusive  of  strangers  in  Public  Institutions). 

Increase,  420. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1905,  5,755. 

(4,900  exclusive  of  strangers). 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  1,760—42=1,718. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  966.  ^ At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*85.)  1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District : H.M.  Prison. 
Union  Workhouse. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District:  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  at  Baguley ; Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 
and  other  Hospitals. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
None. 

Workhouse  (Bucklow  Union).  Situated  in  this  District. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  23*8. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  13*5. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  o*8. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  103. 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*20408. 
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TABLE  8. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  1.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN). 


Population  estim- 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

1 

M D.U 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 

ated to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Under 

I Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

I-S 

Cl, 

1 s ^ 

!/■.  •r. . ^ 

ing  to  the 
District. 

= . 

.57  S 

v-SQ 

-n  0 4; 

Year. 

Gross  Popula- 
tion including 
Workhouse  and 

1 Gaol. 

Nett  Population 
excluding 
Workhouse  and 
Gaol. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

j Rate  per 

1 1000  Births 

1 registered. 

Number. 

Rate. 

C’C 

•5.2 

S|q 

0-S 

15  ^ 
c 

H 

A S'h  Jl 

0 c 

0 S 

^ ii  5 
S'SoE 
Q ^‘5 

.^•.r 

O.C  >. 
.c-a-n 

III 

Number. 

Rate. 

1895 

4963 

4434 

148 

33-4 

14 

92 

100 

40 

1 

65 

14*6 

1896 

5057 

4476 

121 

27-0 

20 

165 

1 18 

48 

41 

77 

17-2 

1897 

5115 

4518 

140 

31-0 

24 

171 

103 

32 

26 

77 

17-0 

1898 

5148 

4560 

126 

27-6 

25 

198 

127 

A9 

43 

84 

i8'4 

1899 

5150 

4602 

103 

22 ’4 

14 

136 

133 

57 

50 

84 

i8*2 

1900 

5148 

4644 

130 

28-0 

17 

131 

154 

88 

76 

82 

177 

1901 

5172 

4686 

124 

26 '4 

14 

113 

131 

68 

61 

70 

14-9 

1 

1902  1 

5306 

4738 

126 

26 ‘6 

8 

63 

103 

53 

48 

3 

00 

12*2 

1903 

5512 

4780 

137 

287 

21 

153 

126 

70 

63 

I 

71 

14-8 

1904 

5639 

4850 

129  j 

26-6 

18 

139 

128 

57 

49 

79 

16-3 

^ 5 

rt  li  M 

53  ^ ^ 

5221 

4629 

1 

128 

27*8 

i 

17 

136 

122 

56 

49 

75 

i6-i 

> ^ OnI 

1 

i 

1905 

5755 

4900 

117 

23-8 

12 

103 

123 

65 

55 

66 

i3’5 

TABLE  9. — (Loccal  Government  Board  Table  II.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1905  and  previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN).  . 
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TABLE  ll. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
Name  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN). 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Re- 
sidents” belonging  to  Lo- 
cal ilies,  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

1 Total  Deaths 

w'hetherofResidents 

1 or  non  “Residents ” 
in  Public  Institu- 
1 tions  in  the  District. 

Causes  or  Death. 

All  Ages.  1 

Under  i. 

I and 
under  5.  j 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and  1 

under  25.  | 

VO 

^ S 

65  and 

upwards. 

Ur  KAN 

District 

Union 

Work- 

house. 

i H.M. 

1 Prison. 

Small-pox  

Measles  

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough... 
Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup  

3 

2 

I 

3 

Croup 

( Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric 

f Rheumatic 

I 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  

Plague 

Diarrhrea  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

I 

I 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

Phthisis  ... 

3 

I 

2 

3 

I 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

Cancer,  .Malignant  Disease 

5 

3 

2 

5 

4 

Bronchitis 

7 

I 

I 

5 

7 

9 

Pneumonia 

2 

I 

I 

I 

i 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

I 

I 

I 

tory  Organs  ... 
Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  | 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth  ... 
Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition  

4 

I 

4 

I 

4 

I 

... 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

6 

3 

3 

6 

4 

Accidents  ... 

6 

I 

2 

3 

5 

I 

0 

Suicides  ... 

I 

1 

1 

i 

I 

Debility,  &c. 

I 

I 

... 

I 

I 

Convulsions,  &c.  ... 

I 

1 

I 

Old  Age  ... 

6 

*6 

2 

4 

21 

Cerebral  Diseases ... 

7 

• V 

I 

3 

3 

5 

2 

II 

Legal  Execution 

I 

All  other  causes  ... 

9 

* 

I 

*6 

I 

7 

2 

5 

All  causes 

66 

12 

6 

2 

23 

23 

56 

10 

6s 

TABLE  12. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


-Name  of  District,  K NUTS  FORD  (URBAN). 


; CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

V 

V 

k. 

TD 

c 

D 

1-2  Weeks.  1 

to 

(U 

rn 

A 



Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

0 

f'o 

4-5  Months.  1 

5-6  Months.  j 

6-7  Months.  I 

7-8  Months.  1 

8-9  Months.  1 

9- 10  Months.  1 

lo-ii  Months.  1 

1 1-12  Months.  1 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year. 

-All  Causes.  1 i ’ ^ 

( Uncertined 

3 

I 

4 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

12 

.Small-pox 

('hicken-pox  

(..ommon  , ‘ 

Infectious  ^ ^^.s  es  ... 

Scarlet  Pever  

1 Diphtheria  : Croup 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

I 

2 

I 

f DiarrhcTea,  all  forms 

I 

Dian-hrenl  ! ''""T  / ,| 
Diseases  ' ( not  7i(bcycHloiis)^\ 

1 Gastritis,  Gastro-  ) 

1,  intestinal  Catarrh  ) 

.Premature  Birth  ... 
{Congenital  Defects 

I 

I 

4 

3 

. 

4 

Wasting  j,  Injury  at  Birth  

Diseases.  1 Want  of  Breast-milk 

! Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 

, Marasmus  \ 

f Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

I 

I 

Tuberculous  ! Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : ( 
Disea  ''  Mesenterica  \ 

1 Other  Tuberculous  j 

L ^ Disea.ses  ^ 

Erysipelas 

1 

jSyphilis  ... 

1 

Rickets 

t 

Meningitis  ) 

( ?iot  Tuberculous ) j 
Convulsions 

I 

I 

2 

I 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

■Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 
Other  Causes 

i 

J 

•5 

I 

4 

I 

2 

1 

2 I 

I 

I 

12 

( -’1 

1 1 

Births  in  the  year 


District  of  Knutsford.  ^ 

Pecjitimate  ...  no  Population  estimated  to 

(illegitimate...  7 middle  of  1905. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  66. 


4900. 


23 


TABLE  13. 

Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Tear  1905. 


Total, 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
TO  Total 
Deaths  OF 
Deatiis. 

Births. 

i 

Deaths 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Average. 

1905. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  Years  and 

upwards. 

Under  OneYear.  | 

At  65  Years  and 

upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

V 

2 

V 

< 

1905- 

Average. 

1905. 

117 

66 

4 

27*8 

23-8 

16*1 

13-5 

1*2 

0-8 

23 

12 

35 

18 

TABLE  14. 

Shewing  Deaths,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1905. 


1 

i 

Quarter  ! 
Ending.  i 

Total  Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths.  1 

j 

Percentage 
TO  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

j Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

IS 

£ 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

Total. 

Rate. 

March  31 

19 

15-7 

5 

5 

26 

26 

3 

0 

3 

2-5 

1 

J line  30 

23 

18-8 

11 

4 

48 

17 

0 

1 

1 

0*8 

0 

Sept.  30 

iT 

. 8-9 

3 

1 

27 

9 

0 

0 

0 

— 

1 

Dec.  31 

13 

10-5 

4 

2 

31 

15 

1 0 

0 

0 

— 

.1 

24 


TABLE  15. 
Births. 


1st  Quarter 
2n(l  „ 

3rd  « 

4th 


Of  which 
Illegit. 

Additional  in 
Workhouse  & Gaol. 

M. 

F. 

;Total. 

Rate. 

! 

L 

Illegit. 

i 

M. 

'3 

H 

M. 

F. 

I Total, 

M. 

F.l 

1 

1 Total 

9 

15  j 

1 24 

19*9 

0 

I2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

• • • 

14 

13 

27 

22*1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

• • • 

24 

12  ; 

36  1 

29-2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

... 

10 

20  1 

30  ; 

24-3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0’ 

1 

57 

60  i 

117 

23*8 

4 

3! 

7 

6 

5 

111 

5 

5! 

10 

TABLE  16. 

Shewing  position  of  Knutsford  in  the  County  in  1904,  coni' 
pared  with  35  other  Urban  Districts. 


Best  of 

36 

U rban 
Districts 

Worst  of 

36 

U rban 
Districts 

1 Knuls- 
j ford 
j Figures. 

j Place  of 
j Knuts- 
ford in 
j the  List. 

Birth  Kate 

38*6 

1 

11-4 

26-6 

1 

1 13 

Death  Rate 

7-4 

21-2 

16*3 

27 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0-0 

5*0  ' 

1 1-0 

10 

Infantile  Mortality  

33 

228  i 

139 

23 

TABLE  17. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


(No  records  prior  to  1895). 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

1895 

1 

17 

1 

3 

21 

1896 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

1897 

1 — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1898 

j 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

5 

1899 

— 

' 62 

— 

3 

1 

— ; 

2 

68 

1900 

— - 

3 

7 

2 

1 

— 

1 

14 

1901 

— 

7 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

15 

1902 

— - 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8 

1903 

4 

7 

6 

1 

1 

— 

6 

25 

1904 

2 

2 

7 

1 

2 

3 

17 

Total  of  ; 
lo  years. 

6 

107 

29 

12 

6 

— 

27 

187 

Average  | 
of lo  years 

0-6 

10-7 

2*9 

1-2 

0-6 

— 

2-7 

18-7 

1905  j 

1 

2 1 

4 

2 

2 

— 

4 

14 

TABLE  la 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

<0 

1?. 

c« 

V 

S 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

TOTAL. 

1890 













_ 

__ 

1891 

— 

1 

— 

— 



— 

1 

2 

1892 

— 

6 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

10 

1893 

1894 

1895 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 





__ 

■ 



1 

2 1 

i ~ 

1 — 

2 

1896 

i — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

6 

1897 

I 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

i 9 

1898 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

! 10 

1899 ; 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1900  1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

3 

7 

1901 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

. — ' 

3 

7 

' 1902 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1903 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

6 

1904 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Total  of  1 
15  years  | 

1 

11 

3 

5 

13 

6 

35 

74 

Average  ! 
of  15  Years^ 

1 0 

0*7 

0-2 

0-3 

0*9 

0:4 

2-3 

5 

1905  : 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'I 

— 

1 

4 
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knutsfo'rd  urban  district. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  3 and  4,  and  6 to  16 
inclusive,  is  to  be  considered  an  integral  part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — Unchanged, 

Population. — This  is  estimated  at  5,755  gross.  (See  para- 
graph on  page  7).  It  was  5,172  at  the  Census.  From  this 
must  be  deducted  the  inmates  of  the  Gaol  and  Workhouse,  528 
and  360  respectively,  leaving  4,867.  To  this  however  we  again 
add  33  (the  number  of  officers  resident  in  the  Workhouse,  17 
plus  the  number  of  pauper  inmates  belonging  to  Knutsford,  16) 
giving  a corrected  population  of  4,900  as  the  true  number 
among  which  the  births  and  deaths  are  to  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  Knutsford  Urban  District.  I have  again  to 
thank  the  Governor  of  the  Gaol,  and  the  Master  of  the  Work- 
house,  for  their  courtesy  in  giving  me  the  information  I 
asked  for. 

The  other  occupants  of  the  two  Public  Institutions  are 
strangers,  temporarily  sojourning  in  the  District,  owing  to 
circumstances  over  which  they  have  no  control.  Very  few 
births,  and  an  unhsually  large  number  of  deaths,  occur  among 
.them.  I follow  my  usual  course  of  excluding  all  these  numbers. 
For  instance,  in  the  death-rate  I recognise  66  deaths  in  this 
population  of  4,900,  which 'gives  a Rate  of  13*5.  If  I were  to 
take  the  full  number  of  123  deaths  in  the  total  population  of 
5,755,  I should  get  a Rate  of  21*4,— and'it  would  be  an  obvious 
injustice  to  the  District  to  put  any  such  figures  on  record.  1 
make  a point  of  informing  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for 
other  Districts  of  all  deaths  belonging  to  them  which  occur 
within  my  District ; and  so  feel  doubly  justified  in  discarding 
them.  It  is  a great  pity  that  such  inter-notification  is  not  made 
general  and  compulsory. 

Tables. — 4,900  will  therefore  be  found  in  Table  8,  and  4,867 
in  Division  1 of  Table  9.  The  discrepancy  is  apparent  only  ; 
and  is  explained  above. 

In  Table  9 the  births  registered  are  gross  numbers ; but  the 
deaths  are  “ corrected  ” by  omission  of  those  not  belonging  to 
the  District. 

(See  paragraph  on  page  6).  The  “average”  birth-rate 
changes  from  27*9  to  27*8  ; and  the  “average”  death-rate  from 
15’9  to  16’1.  The  “average”  infant  mortality  figure  remains 
at  136;  and  the  ‘"average”  zymotic  death-rate  remains  at  1*2. 

Table  12  (Local  Government  Board  Table  V.)  is  a new 
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Table.  There  is  nothing  striking  in  the  figures  for  this  District 
on  this  occasion. 

As  the  records  for  the  independent  District  began  with  190"), 
it  is  possible  in  this  Report,  for  the  first  time,  to  give  the  actual 
averages  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  other  Tables  (13  to  18)  sufficiently  explain  themselves; 
and  will  (I  hope)  be  found  to  give  all  the  information,  in  a 
handy  form,  that  it  is  possible  to  present  in  this  shape. 

Births. — (See  Table  15),  The  births  registered  were  128, 
of  which  11  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  and  do  not  belong  to 
the  District  at  all.  128  births  in  a population  of  5,755  would 
gave  a fallacious  Rate  of  22*2  ; whereas  117  births  in  a popula- 
tion of  4,900  gives  the  true  Rate  of  23*8.  The  difference  is  not 
so  great  as  in  the  case  of  the  death-rate  ; but  the  application  of 
the  principle  is  the  same.  Table  8 shows  that  the  number,  and 
Rate,  are  the  lowest  in  the  record,  save  only  in  1899.  The 
average  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905  was  27*2,  which  is 
itself  a slowly  decreasing  amount. 

Deaths. —(See  Table  14),  The  total  number  registered  was 
123  ; of  these  58  occurred  in  the  District,  61  in  the  Workhouse, 
3 in  the  Gaol,  and  1 in  the  Hydro. ; 3 of  the  deaths  occurring 
in  the  District  are  discarded  as  being  those  of  persons  obviously 
having  no  residential  connection,  (one  being  known  to  reside  in 
Manchester,  one  in  Oldham,  and  one  being  a passing  vagrant) ; 
51  in  the  Workhouse,  3 in  the  Gaol,  and  1 in  the  Hydro,  are 
discarded,  as  known  to  belong  to  Altrincham  (14),  Bucklow 
Rural  (11),  Sale  (7),  Wilmslow  (6),  Ashton-on-Mersey  (5), 
Lymm  (4),  Hale  (2),  Manchester,  Stretford,  Birkenhead,  and 
Bowdon  (1  each),  whilst  the  residence  of  2 was  not  known, 
(both  of  these,  be  it  noted,  occurring  in  the  Gaol,  and  being 
prisoners  transferred  from  other  Gaols).  This  is  an  exceedingly 
troublesome  list  to  prepare;  but  it  is  a very  important  one. 
Each  case  (except  the  2 unknown)  was  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  District  to  which  it  belonged.  To  the 
55  fnet)  deaths  occurring  in  the  District,  Avith  10  in  the  Work- 
house  belonging  to  the  District,  I then  have  to  add  1 Avhich 
occurred  in  a Manchester  Hospital,-  and  (this  being  the  only 
death  away  which  has  been  reported  to  me)  we  get  the  final 
total  of  66,  (see  Table  11),  which  gives  the  Rate  of  13*5.  This 
is  2*6  below  the  ten-years’  average;  and,  as  seen  in  Table  8,  is 
the  lowest  there  recorded  except  in  1902.  As  shown  in  Table 
1,  this  is  also  the  lowest  for  1905  among  my  4 Urban  Districts, 
and  is  T7  below  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales.  We  have 
therefore  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  this  part  of 
the  history  of  the  past  year. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  building  up 
of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 
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No.  or.leath.v 

Actual  Rati 

january 

11 

2-244SS 

I'rhniurv 

4 

()Si()42 

March 

4 

D 81642 

April 

0 

I 2244S 

May 

7 

I ■42N56 

[line 

1 o 

2 '04080 

July 

7 

1 -42856 

August 

4 ... 

0 '8 1 632 

September 

0 

— 

October 

5 

I ’02040 

November 

5 

I -02040 

December 

3 ... 

0-61224 

Total 

66 

13-46928 

Uncertified 

Deaths.— 

-None.  (None  since  1900). 

Coroner’s  Inquests. — 8 inquests  were  held  in  the  District 
])roper.  .Fannary  2nd,  M.,  36,  concussion  of  tlie  brain  owing  to 
a fall  from  a bicycle  ; May  2nd,  F.,  1 month,  (residing  in  Man- 
chester), convulsions;  May  23rd,  F.,  74,  heart  disease,  and 
shock  from  burns,  from  falling  into  the  fire  ; tlune  12th,  F.,  81, 
cerebral  effusion,  conseiiuent  on  a fall  7 weeks  before  ; June 
19th,  F.,  76,  bronchitis,  following  broken  ribs  due  to  a fall  7 
months  before;  July  5th,  M.,  49,  suicide  by  hanging,  whilst 
temporarily  insane;  July  6th,  M.,  unknown,  found  dead  in  a 
brook  ; July  18th,  F.,  4,  accidentally  drowned  in  a washing  tub. 
There  were  also  3 inquests  held  in  the  Gaol,  and  2 in  the  Work- 
house,  which  do  not  concern  this  District. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 12  deaths  of  children  occurred  under 
one  year  of  age  ; which  is  in  proportion  to  117  births  as  103  to 
1000.  This  figure,  103,  is  satisfactory  ; it  is  no  less  than  33 
below  our  own  average;  and  25  below  the  average  for  1905  for 
all  England  and  Wales.  The  new  Table,  Mo.  12,  gives  the 
])articulars  of  these  deaths  ; and  it  will  readily  be  admitted,  after 
study  of  the  Table,  that  the  usual  proportion— about  one  half — 
might  have  been  avoided. 

Comparative  Position.— (Table  16).  The  year  1904,  as  I 
expected,  did  not  show  very  much  improvement  over  1903, 
which  was  our  worst  year  since  1898.  The  District  occupied  a 
positioTi  just  half-way  down  the  list  of  36  Urban  Authorities  in 
(Jieshire ; and  this,  or  even  one  place  lower,  seems  to  be  our 
avei’age.  1901  and  1902  are  the  only  years  that  have  been 
distinctly  better  than  the  average ; but  I have  good  hopes  that 
1905  will  join  them,  rather  than  the  majority. 

Illegitimate  Infants. — (Table  15).  There  were  7 illegitimate 
births  among  117,  or  6 per  cent.,  the  same  as  in  1904,  and 
compared  with  8 and  5 per  cent,  in  the  two  years  preceding. 
None  of  these  children  seem  to  have  died;  so  that  they  have  a 
death-rate  of  whilst  among  the  legitimate  children  it  was 
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10-2.  Of  course  the  numbers  are  too  small  to  enable  any 
deib>ctions  to  be  made  from  them. 

Mortality  among  Old  People.— (Table  14).  23  deaths,  or  35 
per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  It  was  27,  34,  36,  and  29  per  cent,  in 
the  four  years  preceding;  an  average  of  32  per  cent,  over  5 years. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases.— (Tables  10  and  17). 

Of  these  there  were  only  14  ; which  is  three-fourths  of  the 
average  number.  None  of  them  were  in  the  Workhouse;  of  the 
Gaol  we  have  no  information,  as  it  is  exempt  from  the  Act,  4 
were  cases  of  erysipelas,  Avhich  reduces  the  number  of  serious 
cases  to  10.  One  case  of  puerperal  fever  proved  fatal. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — Total  4 ; (3  from  whoop- 
ing-cough, 1 from  diarrhoea).  Rate  0-8  ; ten-years’  average  T2. 

Small-pox.— Absent. 

Vaccination. — The  Urban  District  forms,  by  population, 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  Knutsford  Registration  Sub-District  of 
the  Bucklow  Union.  For  this  combined  area  the  vaccination 
returns  for  nine  years,  1896-1904,  are  given  in  the  following 
Report  for  the  Bucklow  Rural  District;  to  which  reference 
should  be  made.  From  this  it  appears  that  in  1904  (not  1905  ), 
198  children  were  vaccinated,  out  of  203  surviving;  1 being 
insusceptible,  1 being  postponed,  2 having  certificates  of  exemp- 
tion, and  1 being  lost  sight  of.  The  percentage  is  just  under 
98  ; and  maintains  the  good  repute  of  the  District. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Only  2 cases.  No  deaths.  One  case  in 
January  was  removed  to  hospital.  The  other,  in  December, 
was  not  removed,  and  gave  rise  to  some  little  anxiety ; but  no 
ill  effects  have  followed  up  to  the  time  of  writing. 

Diphtheria. — 4 notifications.  Two  of  the  cases,  if  not  3,  were 
open  to  doubt,  judging  by  their  after  history.  I am  not  imput- 
ing blame  to  the  medical  attendants  ; they  were  -quite  right  in 
notifying.  1 do  not  know  whether  antitoxin  was  used.  No 
bacteriological  confirmation  was  sought.  The  fourth  case,  in 
November,  was  sent  into  hospital. 

Whooping-cough. — Prevalent  to  some  extent  in  the  first 
Quarter,  as  3 deaths  are  registered  ; but  I have  no  further 
information,  as  the  Inspector  reported  to  me  that  he  was  unable 
to  find  any  cases. 

Enteric  Fever. — 2 cases.  One  case  in  August  was  bacterio- 
logically  confirmed.  Another  case,  quite  distinct,  occurred  in 
October.  In  both  instances,  the  infection  was  encountered  out- 
side the  District.  There  have  only  been  14  cases  in  11  years; 
and  only  6 deaths  in  16  years. 

Diarrhoea. — Only  1 death;  in  .June.  This  makes  only  36 
deaths  in  16  years ; a wonderfully  good  record;  and  taken  in 
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connection  with  the  enteric  fever  tiq-iires  proves  conclusively 
that  Knntsford  is  very  exceptioniilly  free  from  wliat  are  called 
“ filth-diseases.” 

Puerperal  Fever.  — 2 cases.  1 in  June,  fatal  ; 1 in  December. 
The  latter  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a midwife. 

Erysipelas. — 4 cases  ; of  no  importance. 

Phthisis. — d deaths  registered,  all  females,  at  ages  1 7,  88,  48. 
Rate  0*6.  In  the  last  7 years  the  total  number  of  deaths  has 
been  28  ; but  as  the  medical  practitioners  will  not  notify  cases 
during  life,  w^e  have  no  opportunity  of  doing  anything  more 
than  compile  the  yearly  figures. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases. — None  registered. 

Cancer. — 5 deaths  ; 2 males,  3 females,  at  ages  48,  58,  62,  67, 
68.  The  digestive  system  was  affected  in  8 cases  ; the  uterus 
and  the  neck  once  each.  In  the  last  7 years  the  number  of 
deaths  has  been  25.  Kate  1*0,  1905. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &c.— 10  deaths.  Rate  2 0.  (15  per 
cent,  of  all  deaths). 

Heart  Disease. — 6 deaths.  Rate  1 *2.  (9  per  cent,  of  all  deaths). 

Isolation  Hospital. — One  case  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one  case 
of  diphtheria,  were  removed  to  the  Bagulej  Sanatorium. 

Systematic  Inspection. — The  District  is  so  small,  and  so 
intimately  known  to  the  Inspector,  that  it  receives  attention 
every  day.  Having  lived  in  it  15  years  (up  to  1900)  I also 
know  it  well ; and  I make  upwards  of  50  visits  each  year. 

Cemetery. — The  number  of  burials,  to  the  end  of  1905,  was 
257  ; covering  a period  of  4 years. 

Inspector’s  Department. — ^The  Inspector  reports  as  follows? 
on  the  Tabular  form  with  which  he  was  supplied.  Inspections  of 
Dwelling-houses  and  Schools,  numerous ; Dairies  and  Cow- 
sheds, inspected,  mostly  satisfactory,  two  cases  where  im- 
provement is  required  ; Bake-houses,  numerous  inspections  ; 
Slaughter-houses,  ditto ; Ashpits,  ditto ; House-drainage,  six 
defects  remedied  ; one  house  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

I append  also  a portion  of  his  report  separately. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 1 have  not  found  it  necessary 
to  make  any  special  inspections.  There  are  108  workshops  on 
the  register;  but  mostly  small  and  insignificant.  The  Inspector 
has  made  numerous  visits,  without  finding  anything  to  complain 
of.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  by  H.M.  Inspector, 
and  re])orted  to  the  Council,  and  dealt  with.  There  are  no 
underground  bake-houses.  The  Home  Office  Table  is  not 
ajipended,  as  there  is  no  statistical  information  available  beyond 
what  is  here  given. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

V.P.H. 


February  8t/i,  1906, 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Sewage  Works. — The  analyses  of  the  effluent  by  the  Mersey 
and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  have  been  favourable  throughout 
the  year.  The  new  filter-beds  are  progressing  well,  and  will  be 
able  to  be  brought  into  use  during  the  Spring.  . . 

Peat  Pail  System.— Twenty  -eight  privies  have  been  con- 
verted to  peat-j^ails ; and  four  new  cottages  have  been  built 
with  peat-pails  ; thus  bringing  the  number  in  use  up  to  about 
163.  They  are  giving  every  satisfaction. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  are  all  satisfactory. 

School  Accommodation. — The  Infants’  School  in  Silkmill 
Street  is  being  enlarged  by  Earl  Egerton  of  Tatton. 

Plans. — Plans  for  23  new  cottages  have  been  passed  during 
the  year ; also  for  4 large  houses  and  2 shops. 

Recreation  Ground. — This  is  practically  completed,  and  will 
shortly  be  under  the  regulation  of  proper  bye-laws.  It  promises 
to  be  of  great  service  to  the  town. 

Dangerous  Foot-path. — The  iron  fence  erected  on  the  Bank 
in  Crosstown  is  a valuable  protection,  especially  to  children. 


January  5th^  1900. 


WALTER  J.  DOWNES. 


Middlewich  Urban  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  4,001. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ipui,  4»^^9* 

Increase,  668. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1905,  4,850. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  1,095. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1,005.  ] At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*7.  J 1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District : None. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District:  Union  Workhouse,  North- 
wich.  Albert  Infirmary,  Winsford.  Infectious  Diseases* 
Hospital  at  Davenham. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
None. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  34*4. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  i6*i. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  3*5, 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  120. 

Hospital : Davenham. 

Workhouse : Situated  in  Northwich. 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*20618. 
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TABLE  ly.. 

( Local  Government  Board  Table  L) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  MIDDLE WICH  (URBAN). 
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42-9 
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81 
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32 
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73 
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I 

74 
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71 
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73 

i6-i 

1899 
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34 
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84 
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17-6 
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35-1 

21 
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64 
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62 
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26 
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67 

0 

68 

I4‘6 
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26 
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87 

2 

87 

18-3 

1903  i 

i 
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24 
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83 

4 

87 

i8-i 

1 

1904  j 

i 

4850 
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30-9 

30 
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91 

7 

98 
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for  years 
1895-1904 

* 4569 
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367 

28 
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80 

2 

81 
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1905 

4850 
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34 '4 

20 
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77 

4 

rs 

i6'i 

TAIVLE  20. — (Local  Government  Board  Table  III.) 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
Name  of  District,  MIDDLEWICH  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  21, 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  lyod. 
Name  of  District,  MIDDLEVVICH  (URBAN), 


Deaths  at  the  subjohied  ages  of 

v. : 

“ Residents  ” 

whether  occurring 
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Small-|)ox 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 j 

Whooping-cough... 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup 

Croup 

II 

5 

5 

I 

( Typhus  ... 

Fever  < Enteric  ... 

r Rheumatic 

I 

I 

Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 

2 

2 

Plague 

Diarrhiea  ... 

4 

3 

Enteritis  ... 

1 

I’uerperal  Fever  ... 
Erysipelas 

Otlier  Septic  Diseases  ... 
Phthisis 

I 

I 

i - 

I 

1 

Uther  'rubcrcular  Diseases 

2 

I 

I 

Oncer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

::: 

I 

I 

Pronchitis 

4 

I 

I 

2 

Pneunu)nia 

6 

! I 

2 

2 

1 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

tory Organs  

Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  i 

I 

I 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

3 

3 i 

Parturition 

Heart  Diseases  

lO 

I 1 

6 

3 

Accidents  ... 

4 

I 

:::  i 

I 

I 

1 

.Suicides  ... 

Debility,  &c. 

I 

I 

^ i 

...  ! 

i 

I 

(-onvulsions,  &c.  ... 

5 

5 

Old  Age 

5 1 

1 

5 

Cerebral  Diseases... 

9 

3 

2 

2 

All  other  causes 

3 

I 1 

1 

I 

1 

All  causes  

78 

20 

13 

8 

3 

17 

17 

TABLE  22. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.j 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Name  of  District,  MIDDLEWICH  (URBAN). 


CAUSC  OF  I)  PATH. 
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1-2  Weeks. 
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Common 
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! Measles  ' 
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Diphtheria  : Croup 

^Whoopin"  Cough 
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J 

Diarrhoeal 

1 Enteritis  . ...  j 
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f iiite.stinal  Catarrh  < 

Premature  Pirth  ... 

Diseases. 

\ 

1 

1 

I 
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3 

3 

2 

{ Congenital  Defects 

1 

'1 

Wasliii|^ 

1 Injury  at  Birth 

Disease.^. 
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! Atrophy,  Debility,  \ 
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Tuberculous 
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j 

1 

I 

I 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  1 

( not  Tuberculous ) j 
(k)nvnlsions 
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iJirths  in  the  year 


District  of  Middlewich. 

\ leejitiniate  ...  156  Population  estimated  to  | « 

( illegiUmate  ...  ii  middle  of  1905.  j 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  a^^es,  78. 


TABLE  23, 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  clone  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department 
during  the  year  1905,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Middlewich. 


Dwelling- 
Houses  and 
Schools. 


House 

Drainage. 


P'oul  Conditions  ... 

Structural  Defects  ... 

Overcrowding 
Unfit  for  Habitation 
In  connection  with  cases  of  Infectious  D 
Lodging  Houses  . . . 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds  ... 

Bakehouses 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Traps  . 

No  Disconnection  . 

Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades  . . 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

Other  Nuisances  ... 
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182 

12 

67 

18 

24 

50 
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Totals 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 


Nos. 


43 


Date — January  1 8th,  1906. 


F.  W.  STOCKS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  24. 

Home  Office  Table.— Auuual  Keport  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  for  the  Urban  District  of  Middlewich. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories... 

20 

1 

1 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

101 

. . . 

• . . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

\\  orkplaces 

14 

... 

... 

Total  ... 

135 

1 

1 

2. — Defects 

Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 

Particulars.  bound.  Remedied  H.M,  of 

Inspector,  Prosecutions 

NuLiff.nccs  under  the  Puhlic  IJcalth  Acts  : — 

Waut  of  Cleanliness  3 3 

Sanitary  Accommodations — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  2 

Total  ...  ...  5 3 


3 . — O T J I E R M T T E R S . 

Class.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  ALM.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act — 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors  1 

Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  1905  :~ 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Total 


..  57 


40 


TABLE  2,5. 

Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Year  1905. 


Total, 

Bikth  Kate. 

Death  Kate. 
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Deaths. 
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upwards. 
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At  65  Years  and 

upwards. 

Under  One  Year. 

1 

Average.  1 

1905. 

Average. 

1905. 
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78 

17 

36-7 

1 

i 

i 34-4 

1 

17-7 

j 

16-li 
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2-0 

3-5 

17 

20 

22 

26 

TABLE  26, 

Shewing  Deatlis,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1905. 


QUAUTEll 

Ending. 

1 Total  Deaths. 

1 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
TO  Total 
Deaths  of 
[ Deaths. 

[ Diphtheria.  | 

[ Measles.  | 

1 Whooping  Cough.  | 

1 Diarrhoea.  | 

Zymotic 
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1 Phthisis.  1 
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and  up- 
wards. 
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One 

Year. 

1 

At  65 
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and  up- 
j wards. 
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One 

Year. 

Total. 

I 

j 

j Rate. 

March  31 

30 

25-2 
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j 

6 

1 

20 

20 

4 

0 

0 i 

0 
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! ‘>.1 

0 4 

0 

June  30 

14 

11-6 

1 

4 

7 

28 

5 

0 

i 0 , 

1 

6 

5-0 

0 

Sept.  30 

16 

13-1 

3 

7 

19  1 

t 44 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

3*3 

0 

Dec.  31 

18 
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7 
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39  1 

1 17 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 2*5 

1 

41 


TAr>LE  27. 
Births. 


Of  which  Ille- 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate. 

gitimate. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  Quarter 

22 

22 

44 

36-9 

4 

1 

5 

2nfl  „ 

18 

18 

36 

29-9 

0 

3 

3 

Srd  „ 

25 

29 

54 

44-3 

1 

1 

2 

4th 

18 

15 

33 

27-1 

1 

0 

1 

83 

84 

167 

34-4 

6 

5 

11 

TABLE  28. 

Shewing  position  of  Middlewich  in  the  County  in  1904,  com 
pared  with  35  other  Urban  Districts. 


Best  of 

36 

Urban 

Districts 

Worst  of 

36 

Urban 

Districts 

Midclle- 

wich 

Figures. 

Place  of 
Middle- 
wich in 
the  List. 

Birth  Kate 

38-6 

11*4 

30-9 

7 

Death  Kate 

7-4 

21-2 

20*2 

35 

Zymotic  Death  Kate 

0*0 

5*0 

4*3 

34 

Infantile  Mortality  

33 

228 

200 

33 

TABLE  29, 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox 

Scarlet 

Fev( 

Diphtheris 

Enteric 

Fevei 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

t'cvei 

TOTAL. 
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— 



9 
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— 

9 
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— 
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— 

— 

— 

1 

1893 

! — 

88 

4 

14 

1 

— 

123 

1894 

1 

7 

1 

7 

1 9 

— 

24 

1895 

— 

49 

1 

1 

! 1 

1 

53 

1896 

— 

55 

2 

2 

8 

— 

67 

1897 

— 

18 

2 

1 

8 

2 

31 

1898  ; 

. — 

11 

3 

2 

2 

— 

18 

1899  i 

— 

2 

— 

1 

20 

— 

23 

1900  i 

4 

2 

— 

6 

— 

12 

1901  i 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

8 

1902  1 

— 

11 

10 

3 

11 

— 

35 

1903 

4 

14 

4 

— 

4 

— 

26 

1904 

— 

5 

67 

— 

7 

1 

80 

Total  of 
15  years. 

4 

267 

97 

40 

98 

4 

510 

Average 
of  15  yearsj 

0-3 

18 

6 

3 

6 

0-3 

34 

1905  i 

10  • 

39 

1 

10 

1 i 

61 

43 


TABLE  .30. 


Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

1 Scarlet 

j Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

1890 











3 





3 

1891 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 

5 

— 

— 

14 

1892 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1893 

i 

4 

3 

3 

1 

— 

6 

— 

1 

18 

1894 

1 _ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

__ 

3 

1895 

■ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

7 

5 

1 

— 

15 

1896 

1 - 

3 

2 

1 

— 

4 

i 5 

— 

— 

15 

1897 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

6 

1 

1 4 

1 

12 

1898 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

i 9 

— 

— 

: 16 

1899 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

13 

1900 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1901 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

5 

— 

— 

12 

1902 

— 

— 

7 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10 

1903 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

8 

1904 

— 

— 

8 

— 

9 

1 

3 

— 

■ — 

21 

Total  of 
IS  years 

1 



12 

25 

7 

22 

27 

67 

3 

2 

165 

Average 
of  15  Years 

! 

0-8 

1-7 

0-5 

1*5 

1-8 

4*5 

0-2 

0-1 

11 

1905 

1 

— 

■■1 

j 

1 

1 

1 i 

i 

4 

1 

1 

18 

TABLE  31 


Vaccination. 


V ear. 

Number  of 
Births 
Registered. 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Had  Small-pox. 

Dead. 

Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  on 
Medical  Certifi- 
cate. 

Removed,  and 
Traced. 

Removed,  and 

Lost. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

Unaccounted 

for. 

1896 

269  i 242 



1 

21 

3 



3 

i 



1897 

267 : 234 

1 

— 

23 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

1898 

240  : 204 

1 

— 

21 

4 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1899 

219  184 

3 

— 

23 

1 1 

1 

•>  i 

1 

3 

1900  1 

250  210 

1 

, 

26 

— ' 

1 

5 

3 

4 

1901 

225  195 

2 

— 

22 

— ' 

2 

— 

3 

1 

1902  i 

256  227 

— 

— 

23 

2 i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1903  ! 

i 

246  1 2m 

— 

1 

23 

T 

— 

6 

2 

3 

Total  in  S years  j 

1972|l707 

1 i 

'I 

— 

182 

13 

■ 

25 

17 

13 

1 904 

228 1 189 

1 ! 

- 1 

27  1 

2 i 

6 1 

- 1 

2 

3 
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MIDDLEWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  3 and  4,  and  6 to  16 
inclusive,  is  to  be  considered  an  integral  part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — Unchanged. 

Population. — It  has  been  thought  well  to  leave  the  estimate 
at  4,850  for  1905,  the  same  as  1904.  See  paragraph  on  page 

7. 

Tables. — See  paragraph  on  page  7.  By  the  exclusion  of  1894, 
and  the  inclusion  of  1904,  the  average  of  the  birth-rates  changes 
from  38*2  to  36'7  ; and  of  the  death-rates  from  16*9  to  17*7. 
The  average  of  the  infant  mortality  figures  changes  from  151  to 
163,  and  of  the  zymotic  death-rates  from  1*8  to  2’0.  This  shows 
a retrogression  in  each  instance  ; but  it  is  merely  due  to  the  fact 
that  1904  was  an  exceptionally  unfavourable  year. 

Births. — (See  Table  27),  The  total  number  is  167,  which  is 
exactly  the  average.  The  Rate  is  34*4,  or  2*3  below  the  aver- 
age. The  Rate  has  only  twice  been  lower,  viz.  : in  1901  and 
1904;  but  it  is  still  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 
generally,  which  has  fallen  to  27-2  for  1905. 

Illegitimate  Infants.  — 11  were  registered  among  the  167 
births,  or  6*6  per  cent.  3 died,  or  27  per  cent,  of  births ; whilst 
17  died  among  the  156  legitimate  children,  or  11  percent.  The 
numbers  are,  however,  too  small  to  allow  any  general  deductions 
to  be  made. 

Deaths.— (See  Table  26).  The  number  actually  registered 
was  77.  Of  these  3 am  discarded  as  belonging  to  Wheelock, 
Nantwich,  and  some  place  unknown,  respectively.  4 others  must 
then  be  added,  2 of  which  took  place  in  the  Albert  Infirmary, 
Winsford,  and  1 each  in  the  Workhouse  aiid  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  So  we  get  the  number  78,  and  Rate  16*1,  which 
appear  in  the  Tables.  Table  19  shows  that  this  is  3 below  the 
average  number,  and  T6  below  the  average  Rate.  It  is,  how- 
ever, above  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  15‘2 
for  1905.  Table  2 shows  that  zymotic  diseases  were  the  prin- 
cipal contributories,  then  general  infantile  ailments,  respiratory 
diseases,  and  heart  disease. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  gradual 
building  up  of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 
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No.  of  deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

15 

3*09270 

February 

6 

I *23708 

March 

9 

1*85562 

April 

3 

0*61854 

May 

9 

1*85562 

June 

2 

0*41236 

July 

6 

I *23708 

August 

3 

0*61854 

September 

7 

I *44326 

October 

8 

I *64944 

November 

4 

0*82472 

December 

6 

1*23708 

Total  78 

16-08204 

The  inclusion  of  the  3 deaths  which  I have  excluded  woidd 
raise  the  Rate  from  16*1  to  16'7 ; but  I cannot  myself  see  that 
this  would  be  either  right  or  just,  as  we  know  for  certain  that 
the  individuals  had  residences  elsewhere,  and  were  in  Middle- 
wich  by  chance  only,  when  death  occurred. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — 2 occurred  in  September  ; one  being  an 
infant  of  3 months,  which  died  from  convulsions ; and  the 
other  a woman  of  76  years  from  syncope. 

Coroner’s  Inquests. — 6 Avere  held  in  the  District,  of  which 
one  was  on  a Nantwich  child  drowned  in  the  canal.  The  others 
were  : — March  9th,  M.,  6 months,  convulsions  due  to  improper 
feeding  ; May  14th,  F.,  7 months,  concussion  of  brain,  knocked 
down  by  a cyclist;  July  11th,  F.,  20  years,  suicide  by  poison, 
temporarily  insane  ; September  26th,  M.,  45  years,  misadven- 
ture, over-dose  of  opium;  and  December  3rd,  M.,  73  years, 
accidentally  drowned  in  canal.  One  inquest  was  held  at  the 
Albert  Infirmary  ; January  4th,  M.,  23  years,  shock  from  scalds, 
fall  into  pan  of  boiling  brine  whilst  under  the  influence  of  alcohol. 

Comparative  Position. — (Table  28).  This  applies  to  the  year 
1904.  About  27th  out  of  36  ; and  but  for  standing  high  in  the 
birth-rates,  the  place  would  have  been  almost  absolute  last. 
This  result  Avas  foreseen,  and  mentioned  by  anticipation,  in  my 
last  Report.  The  average  for  the  past  10  years  is  about  20th  ; 
but  if  it  Avere  not  for  the  phenomenal  birth-rate,  it  Avould  be  30th 
or  eA^en  lower. 

General  Survey. — Although  the  above  “ comparison  ” is  one 
of  my  OAvn  devising,  and  its  figures  have  no  basis  of  scientific 
accuracy,  yet  a statement  of  facts  of  such  gravity  must  necessar- 
ily arouse  attention,  and  claim  a careful  revicAv  of  all  local 
circumstances.  The  “ Memorandum  as  to  Annual  Reports,” 
Avhich  is  sent  to  me  each  year,  says  : — 

“ The  report  should  be  chiefly  concerned  with  the  conditions  affecting  health  in  the 
District  and  with  the  means  for  improving  those  conditions.  It  should  contain  an 
account,  brought  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  of  the  sanitary  circumstances 
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of  the  district,  and  of  any  improvement  or  deterioration  in  these  circumstances  which 
may  have  occurred  during  the  year.  Care  should  he  taken  to  report  fully  and 
explicitly  on  the  influences  affecting  or  threatening  to  affect  injuriously  the  public 
health  in  the  district,  and  on  the  action  which  has  been  taken,  or  which  may  still  be 
needed,  with  a view  to  combat  those  influences.  It  is  of  especial  importance  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  record  what  action  has  been  taken  to  remedy 
unhealthy  conditions  which  have  been  reported  by  him  in  previous  annual  reports,  or 
in  special  reports  presented  during  the  year  under  review,  and  that  attention  should 
be  called  afresh,  year  by  year,  to  such  as  remain  unremedied.” 

Twelve  subjects,  or  classes  of  subjects,  are  scheduled  for  dis- 
cussion and  information ; and  I had  better  follow  the  list. 

(r/)  “General  character  of  District.”  A very  small  District, 
a portion  of  the  Mid-Cheshire  Plain,  on  the  rivers 
Dane  and  Croco,  and  traversed  by  the  North 
Staffordshire  Canal.  Lies  between  Northwich  and 
Sandbach,  from  north  to  south,  and  between  Winsford 
and  Holmes  Chapel  from  west  to  east.  Geologically 
there  is  generally  about  30  feet  of  boulder  clay,  and 
below  this  Keupar  red  marls  with  grey  partings  and 
gypsum,  saturated  with  brine,  resting  on  salt-rock  at 
about  200  feet  below  Ordnance  datum.  (I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  Stocks  for  the  last  paragraph). 

(h)  “ Occupations.”  Men  are  employed  in  salt  making,  and 
in  chemical  works.  Young  women  are  employed  at  the 
factory  where  condensed  milk  is  made. 

“ House  accommodation.”  The  number  of  cottages  is 
probably  not  far  from  adequate,  if  they  were  satisfac- 
tory otherwise.  Unfortunately  many  of  the  old 
cottages  are  lamentably  deficient.  They  are  crowded 
together,  in  several  instances,  on  sites  of  irregular 
shape  which  dovetail  into  each  other,  on  different  levels; 
without  adequate  yard-space,  or  means  of  access.  In- 
sufficient open  space.  There  are  also  new  cottages, 
free  from  these  defects  ; but  even  in  these  there  is  a 
marked  tendency  to  fill  up  the  back-yard  with  un- 
authorised wooden  sheds,  for  poultry  and  pigeons.  A 
few  of  the  worst  cottages  have  been  closed  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 

((/)  “ Sewerage  and  drainage.”  Cledford  Bridge,  the  sonth- 
ern  end  of  the  District,  is  not  sewered  ; but  plans  are 
now  under  consideration.  A large  quantity  of  brine 
appears  in  the  sewage  at  the  Outfall.  The  method  of 
disposal  is  ineffective ; and  plans  for  new  Outfall 
Works  are  now  before  the  Local  Government  Board, 
(c)  “ Pollution  of  streams.”  A good  deal  undoubtedly  takes 
place ; but  possibly  more  outside  the  District  than 
within  it. 

(f)  “ Excrement  disposal.”  All  old  property  has  privies,  or 
cesspools;  the  latter  in  many  cases  receive  roof  water 


and  ground  water,  and  have  overflows  connected  to  the 
sewers.  They  are  frequently  in  small  yards,  and  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  back  doors  of  the  houses. 
Peat-pails  have  been  substituted  for  them  wherever 
persuasion  has  been  effective.  There  are  a few  metal 
])ails.  The  number  of  water-closets  is  not  large. 

(y)  ‘‘House  refuse.”  Removed  by  the  Council;  very  fully 
reported  on  by  the  Inspector  in  my  Annual  Reports 
for  1903  and  1904. 

(A)  “ Water  supply.”  Entirely  insufficient.  Two  or  three 
public  “ spouts,”  whose  use  has  been  discontinued  on 
account  of  liability  to  pollution.  Present  supply,  since 
1896,  public  service,  from  what  was  believed  to  be  a 
spring;  but  its  failure  in  dry  seasons,  and  latterly 
almost  altogether,  proves  that  it  can  be  nothing  more 
than  a limited  catchment  area  of  sand  overlying  clay, 
and  perhaps  forming  a “ pocket.”  An  excellent  and 
abundant  new  supply  has  lately  been  found  by  boring 
in  the  red  sandstone  in  Delamere  Forest;  and  arrange- 
ments are  now  under  consideration  for  utilising  it. 

(/)  “Places  under  supervision.”  These  are  frequently  in- 
spected. Common  Lodging-houses,  fairly  satisfactory. 
Slaughter-houses,  much  improved,  and  mostly  satis- 
factory. Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  very  various,  some  i 
unsatisfactory,  few  ke])t  really  clean,  two  under  formal  . 
notice.  Bake-houses,  satisfactory.  Factories  and 
Workshops,  nothing  to  complain  of.  Offensive  Trades, 
periodically  there  are  complaints  with  reference  to  one 
fat-boiler. 

(/f)  “Byelaws.”  Dated  10th  March,  1902, 

(/)  “Nuisances.”  Notices  are  ordered  by  the  Council  to  be  ; 
served  in  all  cases  reported  by  the  Inspector  at  the 
monthly  Meetings.  Some,  of  course,  are  of  a nature 
which  tend  to  recur. 

(??/)  “ Infectious  diseases.”  There  has  been  no  means  of  deal-  | 

iug  with  these  until  October,  190o;  but  since  that  i 

date,  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  (out  of  six),  and  seven 
cases  of  diphtheria  (out  of  eleven  ),  have  been  removed  I 
to  Hospital,  up  to  the  end  of  1905.*  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty about  notification.  The  Hospital  is  Avell 
equipped  in  every  way  ; including  a steam  disinfector. 
Tlic  weak  point,  at  present,  is  the  objection  of  an 
■ occasional  parent  to  alloAv  removal,  and  the  impossibil- 
ity of  attaining  satisfactory  isolation  at  home,  in  houses  I 
of  the  class  described,  and  among  people  who  are  not  ■ 
yet  educated  up  to  it ; and  the  difficulty  of  effecting  I 
thorough  disinfection  of  rooms,  bedding,  and  clothing.  ■ 

* Also  8 cases  of*  diphtheria  (out  of  eleven)  in  1906,  up  to  date  of  writing.  M 
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From  the  above  brief  consideration  of  the  circumstances  it 
will  be  seeu  that  there  are  serious  defects  in  the  District,  which 
create  difHcnlties  for  the  Council ; but  it  must  in  fairness  be 
observed  that  they  are  almost  entirely  legacies  from  bye-gone 
times ; and  are  the  misfortune,  and  not  the  fault,  of  the  admin- 
istrators of  to-day.  The  prevalence  and  fatality  of  zymotic 
diseases  can  be  studied  in  Tables  29  and  30;  and  (as  already 
stated)  these  with  general  infantile  mortality,  and  deaths  from 
respiratory  and  heart  diseases  are  the  principal  factors  in  the 
death-rate.  (Table  2 shows  that  they  give  10*3,  out  of  16T, 
in  I90o). 

Infantile  Mortality. — (Table  22).  This  is  rather  a favour- 
able year  than  otherwise  ; and  there  is  not  muck  to  be  said  of 
the  details  shown  in  the  Table.  Probably  one-half  of  the 
deaths  need  not  have  happened.  In  my  last  two  Annual 
Keports  I have  discussed  this  subject  at  some  length.  20 
deaths  is  in  the  same  proportion  to  167  births  as  120  is  to  1000. 
The  average  is  163  ; and  120  is  the  loAvest  figure  in  the  Table ; 
(though  1894  had  a figure  of  87).  The  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1905  is  128. 

Mortality  among  Old  People. — The  number  of  deaths  among 
persons  over  65  years  of  age  was  17,  which  is  22  per  cent,  of  all 
deaths.  The  causes  of  death  were  various.  (See  Table  21). 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. — (Tables  20  and  29), 

These  numbered  61  ; a case-rate  of  14*6  per  1,000  of  population. 
In  1904  the  figures  were  80  and  16*5.  In  both  years,  diphtheria 
was  the  main  factor,  (106  cases  out  of  141  notifications),  and 
these  years  therefore  entirely  overshadow  any  similar  previous 
experience  of  epidemics. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — (Table  30).  The  total 
number  is  18,  of  which  11  were  from  diphtheria.  The  Rate  is 
3*5  ; the  average  being  2*0  ; and  the  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1905  being  1*5.  Diphtheria  has  now  caused  more 
deaths  than  any  other  zymotic  disease  except  diarrhoea. 

Small-pox. — Absent. 

Vaccination. — I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Worrall,  the 
Vaccination  Officer,  for  the  figures  for  1904  in  Table  31.  In 
the  Middlewich  Sub-District  of  the  Northwich  Union  (of  which 
the  town  of  Middlewich  forms  about  two-thirds)  in  1904  189 
children  were  successfully  vaccinated  out  of  201  surviving;  or 
nearly  95  per  cent.  During  the  9 years  1896-1904  the  percent- 
age is  equally  high. 

Measles. — One  death  was  reported  in  July  ; and,  as  usual,  it 
was  a child  between  1 and  2 years  of  age.  Except  for  this,  we 
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heard  notliiug  of  measles  in  1905  ; which  is  only  natural,  as  we 
had  a heavy  epidemic  in  1904. 

Scarlet  Fever. — One  case  in  February,  one  in  April,  one  in 
August,  one  in  September,  five  in  November,  and  one  in 
December.  No  deaths.  Two  cases  were  sent  to  the  new 
Hospital  on  November  11th.  and  discharged  cured  on  December 
30th. 

Whooping-cough. — One  death  reported  in  November,  a child 
of  15  months.  No  other  information. 

Diphtheria. — The  following  were  my  remarks  last  year  on 
the  events  of*  1904,  and  it  seems  desirable  to  repeat  them,  as  a 
basis  for  the  consideration  of  1905. 

Diphtheria. — A case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  on  June  i8th.  5 cases  occurred 
in  July,  and  i death  : 6 cases  in  August,  and  i death  ; 20  cases  in  September,  and  i 
death  ; 16  cases  in  October,  and  2 deaths  ; 13  cases  in  November,  and  i death  ; 6 
cases  in  December,  and  2 deaths.  Total,  67  cases,  and  8 deaths.  A special  report 
was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Cheshire  County  Council  on 
November  5th,  in  accordance  with  Art.  18  (15)  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s 
Order  of  23rd  March,  1891.  The  yearly  average  of  cases  for  14  years  has  been  only 

2 ; and  the  disease  has  hardly  been  noticeable  save  in  1902  when  there  were  10  cases. 
In  1903  there  were  4 cases,  but  only  1 of  these  occurred  subsequently  to  March,  so 
that  (but  for  that  i case  in  December)  there  had  been  a clear  interval  of  15  months, 
and  it  is  therefore  unlikely  that  this  great  outbreak  in  1904  was  connected  with  the 
earlier  cases  in  1902  and  1903.  More  than  half  the  cases,  including  the  whole  of  the 
earlier  ones,  were  visited  by  myself ; and  the  whole  were  visited  and  most  carefully 
enquired  into  by  the  Inspector.  'I'he  whole  of  the  District  was  involved,  and  a few 
additional  cases  occurred,  I believe,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  bound- 
ary and  outside  it,  of  which  of  course  I have  no  record.  In  spite  of  most  painstaking 
enquiries,  I regret  to  say  we  were  never  able  to  trace  the  channel  of  original 
invasion.  During  the  epidemic  we  were  able  to  trace  close  connection  (by  contact) 
among  the  cases  forming  several  small  groups.  And  if  to  all  the  known  cases  we 
add  slight  ones,  overlooked  and  un-notified,  (of  which  we  frequently  seemed  to  have 
evidence,)  and  also  a po.ssible  proportion  of  persons  who  carried  the  infection  about 
with  them,  and  were  capable  of  imparting  it  to  others,  though  never  developing  the 
disease  themselves,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  a very  appreciable  proportion  of  the 
population  must  have  lieen  affected.  No  bacteriological  examinations  were  made, 
so  far  as  I know. 

The  epidemic  above  described  continued  in  1 905  as  follows. 
January,  5 cases,  0 deaths;  February,  5 cases,  1 death;  March, 
4 cases,  3 deaths;  April,  8 cases,  2 deaths;  May,  4 cases, 

3 deaths.  A total  in  5 months,  of  26  cases,  with  9 deaths ; and 
in  the  whole  epidemic,  just  under  12  months,  93  cases,  with 
17  deaths. 

The  terrible  fatality  during  the  five  mouths  of  1905,  amount- 
ing to  no  less  than  35  per  cent,  of  cases,  compelled  me  to  take 
very  unusual  steps  in  putting  strong  and  repeated  pressure  upon 
local  practitioners  to  induce  them  to  use  antitoxin.  1 have 
broken  off  the  history  of  1905  at  this  point,  because  it  was  the 
first  interval  in  the  succession  of  cases.  There  was  no  other 
case  till  August,  when  one  occurred  ; and  no  more  till  October, 
when  one  occurred,  (which  proved  fatal  in  a few  hours  after 
the  doctor  was  called  in) ; but  in  N ovember  there  were  4 
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cases,  (2  removed  to  Hospital;  one  fatal  iu  a few  hours  after 
admission ) ; and  in  December  7 cases  (5  removed  to  Hospital, 
no  deaths);  bringing  up  the  totals  for  1905  to  39  cases,  7 
removed  to  Hospital,  1 1 deaths;  or  from  June,  1904,  106  cases, 
19  deaths.* 

So  far  as  I am  aware,  no  bacteriological  examinations  were 
asked  for. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  was'notified  in  September.  Bac- 
teriological examination  was  twice  negative  in  result ; and  when 
the  patient  died,  death  was  certified  as  due  to  rheumatic  fever. 

Diarrhoea.  1 (Table  21).  Four  deaths  from  diarrhoea;  none 

Enteritis.  / from  enteritis.  They  occurred  on  May  31st,  a 
man  of  75  years;  and  on  July  15th,  24th,  and  29th,  children 
under  one  year.  The  freedom  of  the  District  from  enteric  fever, 
and  its  comparative  freedom  from  diarrhoea,  (the  commonest 
of  all  zymotic  diseases),  deserves  notice. 

Influenza. — Two  deaths  in  January. 

Erysipelas. —Ten  notifications,  of  which  one  case,  a child  of 
two  months,  proved  fatal,  (from  convulsions?)  in  November, 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  occurred,  in  the  practice  of  a 
midwife  ; and  recovered.  It  was  rumoured  that  other  cases 
had  occurred,  but  enquiry  failed  to  discover  them. 

Phthisis. — Only  one  death  occurred  ; a woman  of  38  years  ; 
in  December.  This  gives  a Kate  of  0*2 ; the  average  for  the 
previous  seven  years  being  0*75. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases. — Two  deaths;  both  girls,  ages 
13  and  2 years;  from  tubercle  of  ‘‘bowels'’  and  “mesentery” 
respectively. 

Notification  of  Phthisis. — One  received,  making  a total  of 
6 in  5 years. 

Cancer. — Two  deaths.  Rate  0*4,  F.,  58  years,  and  F., 

72  years.  (Bowel,  and  breast.) 

Respiratory  Diseases.— Ten  deaths ; Kate  2*06. 

Alcoholism. — One  death;  F.,  51  years. 

Heart  Diseases.— Ten  deaths  ; Kate  2-06. 

Accidents. — Four  deaths.  ( See  “ Inquests,”) 

Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases. — The  North wich  Joint 
Hospital  Board  has  completed  and  opened  an  excellent  modern 
Sanatorium  at  Daveuham,  in  the  Rural  District ; and  Dr. 
Moreton,  of  Middlewich,  has  been  appointed  Medical  Officer  to 

* During  January,  1906,  there  have  been  7 more  cases;  and  in  fear  of  the 
epidemic  again  assuming  serious  proportions,  I have  advised  the  Council  to  apply  for 
the  assistance  of  a ^^cdical  Inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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it.  The  cases  sent  in  have  been  already  described.  For  small- 
pox the  Board,  I believe,  proposes  to  use  the  Wooden  Hosjntal 
at  Marbnry,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Knral  District  Council. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.— Large  and  complete  seberne  now 
before  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Public  Water  Supply. — Large  and  complete  scheme  now 
before  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  These  are  under  constant  observa- 

Bake-houses.  >tion  by  the  Inspector;  and  have 

Slaughter-houses.  j all  been  visited  at  least  once  by 
myself  during  the  year.  I have  no  special  remarks  on  this 
occasion. 

Unsound  Meat. — It  is  commonly  believed  that  meat  of  a 
(piestionable  character  is  often  “killed”  and  dressed  in  this 
District ; and  sent  away  for  consumption.  The  nature  of  the 
trade  demands  secrecy,  and  it  is  almost  imj)ossiblc  to  detect 
oflenders. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — A large  part  of  the  official 
Home  Office  Table  is  not  required  for  this  Keport ; and  I have 
taken  the  liberty  of  condensing  it  (for  economy  in  printing). 
The  figures  of  ins})eetions  made  will  show  that  much  work  has 
been  done.  There  are  no  underground  bake-houses,  outworkers, 
or  home-work  known.  1 have  made  numerous  ins])Cctions 
])ersonally,  and  report  that  everything  is  fairly  satisfactory. 
See  Table  24. 

The  Inspector’s  Report. — The  Inspector  has  been  so  fully 
occupied,  as  Engineer  of  the  Sewage  and  Water  Schemes,  that 
he  has  no  time  to  ])reparc  re])orts  on  the  details  of  his  work 
as  Ins])ector.  Sufficient  however  has  appeared,  in  previous 
volumes,  to  alibrd  complete  information  as  to  the  general  work- 
ing of  his  de])artmcnt. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

D.P.H. 


February  10th,  1906. 
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Winsford  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  10,440. 

M ».  M 1901,  10,382. 

Decrease,  58. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1905,  10,355. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  5,780 — ioo=“5,68o. 

Total  Population  at  all  A^es,  10,382. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  2,167. 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*8. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District : Albert  Infirmary, 
in  Wharton.  (Receives  from  Middlewich). 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District:  Union  Workhouse,  at 
Northwich.  Infectious  Diseases*  Hospital  at  Daven- 
ham. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
Nil. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  30*2. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  15*1. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  2*8« 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  115. 

Hospital : Davenham. 

Workhouse:  In  Northwich  Urban  District. 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*0965,7. 


At  Census  of 
1901. 
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TABLE  33. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  1.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  33. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  II.) 


Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1905  and  previous  Years. 


Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  35. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
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TABLE  36. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


Name  of  District,  WINSFQRD  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  37. 

Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Year  1905. 
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TABLE  38, 

Shewing  Deatlis,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1905. 
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TABLE  69. 
Births. 
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TABLE  40. 

Shewin_2^  position  of  Winsforcl  in  the  County  in  1904,  com- 
pared'with  35  other  Urban  Districts. 


llest  of 

36 

U rban 
Districts 

Worst  of 

36 

Urban 

Districts 

Wins- 

ford 

Figures. 

Place  of 
Wins- 
ford in 
the  List. 

Birth  Rate 

38*6 

11-4 

32-3 

5 

Death  Rate 

7-4 

21-2  1 

1 15-6 

25 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0-0 

5-0 

1-6 

21 

Infantile  iMortality  

33 

228 

134 

21 

61 


TABLE  41. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

t/5 

0 

.S" 

'-A 

u 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

TOTAL. 

1890 

1 

23 

9 

3 

6 

1 

42 

1891 

1 

5 

1 

5 

2 

2 

15 

1892 

! 

14 

12 

— 

17 

— 

43 

1893 

1 ^ 

222 

3 

3 

32 

6 

269 

1894 

— 

11 

— 

3 

7 

2 

23 

1895 

j — 

31 

— 

2 

9 

4 

46 

1896 

' — 

173 

4 

1 

* 17 

2 

197 

1897 

j — 

25 

2 

1 1 

19 

— 

47 

1898 

— 

11 

i 2 

1 

4 

1 

22 

1899 

— 

18 

i 2 

1 

17 

1 

39 

1900  I 

1 * 

114  j 

6 

4 

21 

2 

147 

1901  ! 

1 

65  ! 

2 

5 

18 

3 

93 

1902  1 

— 

20 

8 

1 

12 

3 

44 

1903 

1 

4 

2 

— 

12 

4 

23 

1904  1 

1 

— 

20 

1 

2 

20 

— 

43 

Totar  of  1 

15  years. 

4 

756 

54 

32 

216 

31 

1093 

Average 
of  15  years 

0-3 

50 

4 

2 

14 

2 

73 

1905  ' 

— i 25  ' 

2 

' 1 

21 

2 

51 

TABLE  42 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


1 

Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

i Fever. 

1 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Diarrhcea. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

i 

1890 



3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

16 

1891 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

13 

1 7 

— 

1 

23 

1892 

— 

1 

5 

5 

— 

3 

— 

1 

15 

1893 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

3 

1 

24 

1894 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 3 

12 

2 

— 

— 

19 

1895 

— 

3 

— 

— 

i 9 

1 

i 

5 

1 

, 35 

1896 

— 

7 

3 

1 

3 

— 

1 5 

— 

! — !i  19 

1897 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

33 

‘ 11 

— 

' --  1'  45 

1898 

— 

2 

1 

— 

. — 

— 

1 18 

— 

1 — 

! 21 

1899 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

3 

1 6 

1 

i 1 

19 

1 900 

— 

15 

2 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— , 

1 26 

1901 

— 

0 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

— 

2 

12 

1902 

— 

i 

4 

1 

i 6 

5 

4 

— 

' — i 

t 20 

1903 

— 

— 

— 

— 

! — 

1 

8 

1 

' - 1 

10 

1904 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

— 

i 

17 

Total  of 
IS  years 

* . 

1 

42 

25 

6 

35 

79 

117 

10 

: 6 ' 

1 i 

321 

Average 
of  15  Years 

0-07 

2-8 

1-7 

0-4 

2*3 

1 

7*8 

0-7 

0-4 

21  *4 

1905 

1 

_ j 

— 

21 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 1 

2 

32 

03 


TABLE  43. 
Vaccination. 


V ear. 

Number  of 
Births 
Registered. 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Had  Small-pox. 

Dead. 

Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  on 
Medical  Certifi- 
cate. 

Removed,  and 
Traced. 

Removed,  and 
Lost. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

Unaccounted 

for. 

1896 

1472 

422 

1 

1 

1 1 

41 

6 



2 

i 



1897 

450 

398 

— 

— 

49  1 

2 

— 

. — 

— 

1 

1898 

428 

379  i 



— 

43 

2 

1 

— 

' 2 

1 

1899 

421 

385 

— 

— 

32 

1 1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1900 

428 

374 

— 

— j 

37 

13  ' 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1901 

393 

361 

— 

— 

22 

7 1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1902 

404 

374  1 

1 

— 

24 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1903 

403 

350 

— 

— 

42  j 

4 

2 

— 

5 

— 

Total  in  S years  ' 

33993043' 

i 

-i 

290 

38 

6 

4 

14 

2 

1904  ! 

427  ' 

373 

1 ! 

1 

41 

5 1 

1 1 

5 

— 

TABLE  44. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  clone  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department 
during  the  year  1905,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Win.sford. 


0 

.2  n 

.i 

I'i 

<<  -C 

s J . 

C 0 

f.  ’■§ 

S ^ s 

|o 

1 ''  "rt 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TT.  { Foul  Conditions  ... 

2 

I 2 

i 2 

\ Structural  Defects ; 

Schools  1 ^Overcrowding  

42 

7 

5 

schools,  j Habitation  

Lodging  Houses  .., 

I’s 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

98 

Cowsheds  ... 

227 

liakehouses... 

120 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

138 

3 

3 

Canal  Boats 

10 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

190 

10 

10 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

27 

9 

9 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  

40 

! 8 

8 

TT  ( Defective  Traps  ... 

ouse  ^ No  Disconnection  .. 

15 

1 

1 '5 

Drainage.  ( other  Faults  i 

M 

' '.4 

1 1 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 

26 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

Smoke  Nui.sances  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Totals  

970 

76 

53 

Nos. 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  ... 

5 

Mouses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

10 

Schools  ditto  ditto  

...t 

1 

9 

65 


TABLE  45. 


Home  Office  Table. — Auuual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  1905,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Wiusford. 
Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1. — Inspection 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 


Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  246 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Homeworkers’  Premises  ...  36 

Total  ...  •••  ...  344 


Written 

Notices.  Prosecutions. 


3. — Other  Matters. 

Class. 

Underground  Bakehouses  : — 

In  use  during  1903... 

Certificates  granted  in  1903 
In  use  at  end  of  1904 


Number. 

...  2 

2 

...  2 


Homework  : — 
Lists  received 


Number  of 

Lists.  Outworkers. 

1 12 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  ...143 

Total  number  of  Factories  on  Register  ...  ...  31 
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WINSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Note.— The  matter  found  on  pages  3 and  4,  and  6 to  16 
inclusive,  is  to  be  considered  an  integral  part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — Unchanged.  (See  Annual  Report  1903,  page  30). 

Population. — This  is  believed  to  be  still  practically  stationary; 
but  there  are  now  indications  of  a revival  of  trade,  and  new 
houses  are  in  course  of  erection  ; and  in  my  next  Report  an 
increase  will  be  assumed.  (See  page  7). 

Tables. — (See  paragraphs  on  pages  6 and  7),  The  average 
of  the  birth-rates  falls  from  33’9  to  33’6,  while  that  of  the  death- 
rates  rises  from  15*4  to  15’6.  The  a verge  of  the  zvmotic  death- 
rates  remains  at  2*0  ; that  of  the  infant  mortality  figures  rises 
from  134  to  135. 

Births. — Table  39  presents  all  the  details  to  a glance  of  the 
eye.  Table  32  shows  that  the  Rate,  30*2,  is  the  lowest  on  record  ; 
and  is  3*4  below  our  average  ; though  it  is  still  higher  than  the 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905,  which  is  27*2. 

Illegitimate  Infants. — The  number  of  illegitimate  births  is 
18;  or  nearly  6 per  cent,  of  all  births.  There  were  4 deaths  of 
illegitimate  children  during  the  first  year  of  life,  or  22  per  cent.; 
whilst  32  deaths  among  295  legitimate  births  is  1 1 per  cent. 

Deaths. — (See  Tables  32,  and  35  to  38).  The  number 
actually  registered  was  157  ; of  which  3 can  be  discarded,  which 
occurred  in  the  Albert  Infirmary,  and  belonged  to  Middlewich 
(2)  and  Sandbach ; but  on  the  other  hand  2 have  to  be  added 
which  occurred  respectively  in  the  Workhouse,  and  in  the  Man- 
chester Infirmary;  so  that  the  nett  number  is  156;  and  this 
gives  a Rate  of  15*1.  This  is  0*5  below  the  average;  and  0*1 
below  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905,  which  was  15*2. 
The  principal  factors  are  zymotic  diseases,  i-espiratory  diseases, 
and  miscellaneous  diseases  of  infancy  and  old  age,  (these  alone 
accounting  for  9*8  out  of  15*1). 
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The  seasonal 

distribution  of  the  deaths 

and  the  gradual 

building  up  of  the  Kate,  are  shown  thus  : — 

No.  of  deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

15 

» -44855 

February 

20 

1-93140 

March 

19 

1-83383 

April 

10 

096570 

May 

II 

I ‘06227 

June 

7 

0-67599 

July 

7 

0-67599 

August 

12 

1*15884 

September 

5 

0-48285 

October 

23 

2-221 1 1 

November 

15 

I -44855 

December 

12 

1-15884 

Total  156 

15-06392 

Uncertified  Deaths. — Four,  viz.  : F.,  72  years,  bronchitis  and 
lieart  failure ; F.,  5 months,  convulsions  ; M.  and  M.,  twins,  a 
few  minutes  old,  premature. 

Coroner’s  Inquests. — These  were  held  in  9 cases  ; of  which  2 
at  the  Albert  Infirmary  were  on  persons  belonging  to  Middle - 
wich  and  Sandbach.  The  others  were  : — in  Over,  March  21st, 
F,,  3 years,  accidentally  drowned  in  a tub;  April  11th,  M.,  22 
years,  found  drowned  in  the  river;  November  6th,  M.,  53  years, 
natural  causes,  syncope  ; December  26th,  M.,  66  years,  injuries 
from  being  knocked  down  by  a cyclist ; — in  Wharton,  April  21st, 
M.,  3 years,  inflammation  of  lung,  orange  pulp  in  bronchus ; 
May  11th,  M.,  2 years,  convulsions,  due  to  measles;  and 
September  8th,  M.,  60  years,  found  dead,  probably  from 
apoplexy. 

Comparative  Position.— (Table  40).  This  applies  to  1904. 
Winsford  occupies  about  the  18th  place  in  the  list  of  36  Urban 
Districts,  a little  lower  than  in  1903 ; a result  which  was 
anticipated.  I do  not  expect  that  1905  will  vary  much  from 
this,  which  seems  to  be  the  average  position.  There  is  no 
obvious  reason  why  a better  position  might  not  be  attained. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  new  Official  Table,  (Table  36) 
now  replaces  the  one  I have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving.  The 
deaths  under  1 year  of  age  were  only  36,  compared  with  an 
average  of  48  ; and  as  there  were  313  births,  the  proportion  is  as 
] 15  to  1,000.  This  “figure,”  115,  is  20  below  the  average;  is 
the  lowest  but  one  in  the  Table;  and  compares  with  128,  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  in  1905.  So  far,  the  position  is 
satisfactory  ; but  it  must  again  be  pointed  out  that  quite  one- 
half  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  causes  which  could  easily  have 
been  prevented,  had  the  parents  had  better  knowledge ; and 
this  alone  would  have  made  the  general  death-rate  only  13*4, 
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(iiisteiid  ot  All  measures  directed  to  the  preservation  of 

infantile  life  are  therefore  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Mortality  among  Old  People.— 49  deaths;  or  32  per  cent,  of 
all  deaths.  This  is  a high  proportion ; and  shows  that  if  once 
the  dangers  of  infancy  are  surmounted,  Winsford  offers  a good 
chance  of  living  to  advanced  age. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases.— (Tables  34  and  41). 

51  notifications  in  the  year  is  22  below  the  average;  but  still  is 
not  so  good  as  11  of  the  preceding  15  years;  the  average  being 
kept  up  by  the  exceptional  figures  of  4 epidemic  years.  As 
usual  a large  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  is  included  ; the 
cases  of  more  importance  being  25  of  scarlet  fever,  2 of 
diphtheria,  2 of  puerperal  fever,  and  1 of  enteric  fever.  Two 
cases  of  erysipelas,  one  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one  of  puerperal 
fever,  proved  fatal. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases.— (Table  42).  These  num- 
bered 32,  fifty  per  cent,  above  the  average ; the  mischief  beiug 
mainly  due  to  deaths  from  measles.  29  of  the  deaths  count  in 
calculating  the  Kate,  which  is  2*8 ; the  average  being  2*0. 
This  average  is  itself  much  too  high,  and  points  to  another 
direction  in  which  energies  may  usefully  be  directed. 

Small- pox. — Absent. 

Vaccinations. — By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Pimlott  I am  enabled 
to  present  Table  43  ; which  gives  the  statistics  for  the  Over 
Sub-District  of  the  Northwich  Union,  of  which  the  town  of 
Winsford  forms  more  than  three-fourths.  In  1904  373  children 
were  vaccinated,  out  of  386  surviving  ; or  97  per  cent.  If  we 
include  those  temporarily  postponed  the  percentage  is  98. 
Practically  the  same  results  have  been  obtained  over  the  whole 
9 years  for  which  I have  got  out  the  figures ; and  the  District 
again  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  vaccinated  of  all  with  which  I 
am  accpiainted. 

Measles. — It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  end  of  1904 
there  was  a sharp  outbreak  at  Meadow  Bank.  Mr.  Blagg  was 
appointed  temporary  Inspector ; and  supervised  nearly  200 
cases,  besides  contacts,  so  successfully  that  not  a single  death 
occurred.  During  December  a few  cases,  perhaps  half-a-dozen, 
occurred  in  the  town  itself;  but  it  was  not  until  February  5th, 
1905,  that  the  first  death  took  jdace.  I recommended  the 
continued  employment  of  Mr.  Blagg,  but  this  was  not  agreed  to. 
An  epidemic  gradually  spread  through  Over,  where  by  March 
26th  there  had  been  15  deaths;  and  it  afterwards  spread  to 
Wharton  where  between  March  28th  and  May  27th  there  were 
6 deaths.  How  many  cases  occurred  it  is  im])ussible  even  to 
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estiniiite.  1 have  myself  a strong  u])inioii  (tliougli  of  course  it 
can  be  iiotliiug  more)  that  had  the  Special  Inspector  been  kept 
at  work,  many  of  the  cases,  and  some  (at  least)  of  the  deaths, 
would  have  been  avoided.  As  it  is,  I have  to  record  21  deaths, 
(no  previous  year  having  had  more  than  9,  and  the  average 
being  only  2^)  which  account  for  2*0  out  of  the  zymotic  Kate 
of  2*8, 

Scarlet  Fever. — Twenty-five  eases  occurred  during  the  year, 
scattered  over  the  whole  District,  and  throughout  the  twelve 
mouths.  One  case  was  in  the  Rilshaw  Lane  Hospital  in  March, 
and  died  there  ; death  being  probably  as  much  due  to  general 
(tubercular  ?)  cachexia,  as  to  scarlet  fever.  No  other  case  died. 
Two  in  October  were  removed  to  the  new  Sanatorium  at  Daven- 
ham,  and  duly  discharged  cured. 

Whooping-cough. — One  death  in  January  Avas  probably 
connected  with  the  epidemic  of  1904.  During  1905  there  Avould 
seem  to  have  been  no  special  prcA^alence. 

Diphtheria. — Only  2 cases  notified  ; both  from  one  house  ; 
in  November  ; both  remoA^ed  to  the  new  Sanatorium  at  Daven- 
ham  ; and  duly  discharged  cured. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  notified  in  April.  Bacteriological 
examination  negative. 

Influenza. — One  death  in  January. 

Diarrhoea. — Six  deaths,  five  under  1 year  of  age,  and  the 
other  under  2.  One  was  in  June;  tAvo  in  September;  two  in 
October;  aud  one  in  November. 

The  comparatiAm  freedom  of  the  District  from  enteric  fever, 
and  diarrhoea,  is  a point  to  be  observed. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Tavo  notifications,  one  death. 

Erysipelas. — 21  cases  notified.  2 proved  fatal,  a very  unusual 
thing.  What  adds  to  the  peculiarity  is  that  both  Avere  Avomen, 
their  ages  were  67  and  71  years,  they  lived  not  far  aAvay  from 
one  another,  they  Avere  notified  on  the  21st  and  24th  October; 
and  died  on  the  23rd  and  26th  October. 

Phthisis. — 5 deaths.  Kate  0*5.  Ages  16,  18,  26,  53,  65.  .4 
males,  1 female. 

Notifications  of  Phthisis. — Three  cases  notified  in  1905  ; of 
Avhich  at  least  2 are  deiul.  There  have  been  33  cases  notified  in 
5 years ; of  Avhich  not  more  than  2 survive.  The  deaths 
registered  in  the  same  period  are  32. 

Crossley  Sanatorium. — The  Council  very  generously  sent 
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one  case  to  the  Crossley  Sanatorium;  a young  woman  of  21 
years  ; she  was  an  inmate  from  September  2nd  to  November 
18th  ; but  the  disease  was  too  far  advanced  to  be  able  to  be 
arrested  ; and  the  patient  died  six  weeks  after  return  liome. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.— 5 deaths.  2 males  and  3 
females.  Ages  3 months,  2,  18,  24,  and  27  years.  3 cases 
abdominal,  2 meningeal. 

Cancer. — 7 deaths.  Kate  0*7.  4 males  and  3 females.  Ages 
36,  44,  59,  74,  74,  78,  78  years.  All  abdominal. 

Respiratory  Diseases.— 25  deaths.  Kate  2*4. 

Alcoholism. — 4 deaths.  All  males.  Ages  60,  60,  63  and 

65  years. 

Veneral  Diseases. — 1 death.  A child  6 months  old. 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition. — 5 deaths ; 2 

mothers,  (one  from  hcemorrhage,  one  from  Bright’s  disease,)  and 
3 babies  which  only  survived  difficult  birth  for  a few  minutes. 

Heart  Disease.— 14  deaths  ; Kate  1 -4. 

Accidents. — Four.  See  “Coroner’s  Inquests.” 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  Northwich  Joint  Hospital  Board 
has  now  opened  a fully  equipped  Sanatorium  at  Davenham,  in 
the  Kural  District.  Four  cases  were  sent  in  from  Winsford, 
during  October  and  November;  but  none  remain  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Systematic  Inspection. — Many  more  visits  have  been  paid 
by  myself  during  1905  than  during  any  previous  year,  owing 
to  there  having  been  no  Inspector  of  Nuisances  at  work  during 
half  the  year. 

Inspector  of  Nusiances. — Mr.  Oakes,  who  has  for  so  many 
years  filled  this  responsible  post,  with  so  great  credit  to  himself, 
and  so  uniform  satisfaction  to  the  Council,  was  seized  with 
illness  in  July  ; and  his  work  was  temporarily  transferred  to 
Mr.  Wilkinson  the  Surveyor.  He  also,  liowever,  was  incapaci- 
tated for  a time,  and  Mr.  Birtwistle,  from  his  office,  had  to  take 
his  place.  To  both  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  Birtwistle  I must 
tender  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  which  they  gave  me  during 
a very  anxious  time.  Mr.  Oakes  ultimately  thought  it  best  to 
send  in  his  resignation  ; and  a new  appointment  has  been  made, 
to  take  effect  from  .January  1st,  1906. 

In  bidding  an  official  farewell  to  Mr.  Oakes,  1 cannot  suffici- 
ently express  my  personal  regret  that  such  a step  has  become 
necessary ; he  has  been  of  the  greatest  })0S5ible  service  and 
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assistance  to  me  in  every  way  during  the  ten  years  I have  been 
in  office;  and  1 trust  that  he  may  yet  be  spared  to  enjoy  his 
well-earned  retirement. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. — Table  44  will  show  that  a very 
close  supervision  is  exercised  over  all  conditions  likely  to  cause 
nuisances ; and  that  formal  notices  are  issued  and  enforced  when 
needful;  the  comparatively  small  number  of  such  notices  must 
be  considered  in  connection  with  the  much  larger  number  of 
cases  where  nuisances  (mostly  small  matters)  are  promptly 
remedied  at  the  Inspector’s  request,  without  formal  notice. 

Ashpits,  'Middens,  &c. — Ashpits  are  emptied  monthly  ; privy- 
middens  three  times  a year.  Deposits  of  refuse  and  manure  are 
cleared  away  every  month,  to  a place  provided  for  the  purpose 
by  the  Council. 

Peat- pails. — The  number  in  use  has  now  increased  to  300, 
an  increase  of  42  during  the  year.  The  steady  increase  is 
evidence  of  the  strongest  kind  that  they  are  found  satisfactory. 
Of  course,  like  any  other  convenience,  they  can  be  made  of  no 
effect  by  misuse  ; but  if  a tenant  be  moderately  and  reasonably 
intelligent,  and  cleanly,  the  result  is  satisfactory  alike  to  tenant, 
owner,  and  Sanitary  Authority. 

Sewering  and  Sewage  Treatment. — The  sewers  are  in  the 

Surveyor’s  department,  from  which  I have  no  report.  The 
lilter-beds  continue  to  deal  effectively  with  the  sewage. 

Overcrowding. — Seven  cases  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

Water  Supply. — Of  excellent  quality  ; and  so  far  sufficient 
in  quantity. 

Places  Subject  to  Inspection.— All  regularly  inspected.  Ko 
special  remarks. 

Schools. — According  to  an  excellent  plan  adopted  in  this 
District,  advantage  is  taken  of  the  ordinary  holidays  to  disinfect 
all  Schools  twice  in  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  sanitary  arrangements  at 
all  the  Factories  are  good,  and  the  means  of  escape  from  fire 
sufficient.  The  workshops  are  mostly  extremely  small. 

Canal  Boats.  — 10  inspections  made.  Everything  satisfactory. 
Tliese  boats  are  rather  river-boats  than  canal-boats  in  the 
ordinary  sense. 

Inspector’s  Report. — In  consequence  of  the  circumstances 
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alluded  to  above,  there  is  no  separate  Inspector’s  Report  this 
time,  beyond  what  I have  here  incorporated,  and  Tables  44  and 
45. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

D,P,IL 


February  12  th  ^ 1906. 


Bucklow  Rural  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  20,382. 


1901,  19,850.  (N.B -Area  diminished). 


»» 


Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1905,  21,145. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  57»642— 544=57.098. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  4,115.  ^ 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4’8.  J 


^ At  Census  of 
J 1901. 


Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District : St.  Anne’s  Home, 
Dunham  Massey,  (Manchester  Consumption  Hospital). 
Baguley  Sanatorium  for  General  Infectious  Diseases, 
(Manchester  Corporation).  Baguley  Temporary  Small- 
pox Hospital,  (Bucklow  Joint  Hospital  Board). 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District : Union  Workhouse,  Knuts- 
ford.  General  Hospital,  Altrincham.  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary.  Stockport  Infirmary. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
Nil. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  19*6. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  i2'o. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  i*o. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  99. 


Hospital. 

Workhouse. 


above. 


Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  o’04729. 


TABLE  46 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  L) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL). 


s ° 

(V 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

0 

1 § 

bo 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 

Under 

I Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

’l-s 

a. 

Deaths  of  Non-residei 

registered  in  Public  ] 
stitutions  in  the  Distr 

{/:  V3 

ing  to  the 
District. 

Year. 

Population  e 
ated  t©  Midc 
each  Yeai 

Number. 

Kate. 

Number. 

1 Rate  per 

1 1000  Births 

1 registered. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Total  Deaths  in  ] 
Institutions  in 
District. 

Deaths  of  Residen 

istered  in  Public  I 

tions  beyond  the  I 

Number. 

Rate. 

1895 

j 21142 

496 

23-5 

66 

133 

330 

i 

318 

15-0 

1896 

21527 

506 

234 

49 

100 

283 

293 

13*6 

1897 

22007 

509 

23-1 

60 

120 

305 

298 

13-5 

1898 

22722 

541 

23-8 

54 

100 

273 

267 

II-8 

1899 

23359 

535 

22-9 

69 

129 

336 

333 

14-3 

1900 

19473 

425 

21-8 

61 

143 

270 

289 

14-8 

1901 

19850 

435 

21  -9 

56 

129 

260 

5 

to 

00 

14*0 

1902 

20105 

440 

21  '9 

32 

73 

228 

7 

7 

22 

235 

117 

1903 

20416 

475 

23-3 

54 

114 

272 

25 

19 

20 

273 

134 

1904 

20700 

455  1 

1 

21  '9 

39 

86 

262 

18 

16 

18 

242 

1 1 -6 

S 0 

b/3  rt 

rt  <u 

21130 

482 

22-8 

i 

54  ! 

113 

282 

14 

14 

20 

283 

134 

1 

1905 

21145 

4.5 

19-6 

1 

41  ' 

99 

239 

21 

14 

21 

254 

12*0 

TABLE  47. — ( Fjocal  Government  Board  Table  II.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Ijocalities  In  1905  and  previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL). 
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TABLE  48. — (Local  Government  Board  Table  III.) 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
Name  of  District,  BUCKLOVV  (RURAL). 
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49. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Name  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL), 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Re- 
sidents” belonging  to  Lo- 
calities,whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  Distriet. 

c i2  d.o 

« c.-S  t 

rf  i)  •—  Co 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i. 

I and 
under  5.  j 

5 

under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

a 

M S 

65  and  1 

upwards. 

Altrin- 

cham. 

<■. 

Knut.s- 

FORD. 

WlLM- 

SLOW. 

Sale.  1 

[ Total  De 

whetherofR 

1 or  non  “Res 
in  Public  I 
tions  in  the  1 

Small-pox  

Measles 

5 

I 

I 

3 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

I 

2 

I 

I 

3 

9 

Whooping-cough... 

I 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup 

Croup 

4 

I 

3 

3 

I 

8 

1 Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric  ... 

I 

I 

I 

/ Rheumatic 

I 

I 

I 

Epidemic  Influenza 

7 

I 

I 

2 

3 

4 

2 

I 

Cholera 

... 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ... 

6 

'6 

4 

2 

Enteritis  ... 

8 

7 

I 

3 

I 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Phthisis  ... 

12 

I 

I 

10 

4 

3 

I 

3 

I 

I 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

I 

5 

I 

3 

3 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

30 

21 

9 

10 

5 

9 

4 

2 

Bronchitis 

22 

I 

5 

13 

6 

5 

3 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

15 

2 

I 

6 

5 

5 

3 

3 

I 

3 

Pleurisy  ... 

1 

1 

I 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 
Venereal  Diseases 

I 

7 

I 

5 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 

2 

Premature  Birth 

”8 

"s 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

I 

29 

I 

14 

14 

9 

2 

9 

4 

5 

I 

Accidents  ... 

II 

I 

I 

I 

6 

2 

2 

I 

4 

I 

3 

Suicides  ... 

6 

...  ! 

! I 

4 

I 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Debility,  &c. 

8 

7 

I 

3 

I 

I 

3 

Convulsions,  &c.  ... 

4 

3 

I 

I 

3 

Old  Age 

20 

20 

10 

2 

4 

I 

3 

Cerebral  Diseases ... 

19 : 

2 

I 

7 

9 

2 

2 

5 

4 

6 

All  other  causes  ... 

14 

I 

2 

I 

6 

4 

6 

2 

I 

5 

All  causes 

254 

41 

18 

14 

9 

90 

82 

82 

35 

52 

34 

51 

19 

78 

TABLE  50. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1905. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 

Name  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

"Z  1 Under  i Week.l 

„ 1 1-2  Weeks.  1 

1/5 

u 

o 

ro 

N 

!, 

1 <u 

lU 

y 

to 

2 

Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months.  1 

2-3  Months.  1 

3-4  Months.  1 

4-5  Months.  1 

5-6  Months.  1 

6-7  Months.  I 

7-8  Months.  1 

8-9  Months.  1 

9-10  Months.  1 

10- 1 1 Months.  1 

1 1- 12  Months.  1 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year. 

All  causes.  j“med-  I' 

15 

6 

5 

4 

I 

2 

2 

2 

■ 

2 

41 

, Small-pox 

^ I Chicken-pox 

I 

Common  Measles  

I 

Infectious  ^ 

iseases.  1 Diphtheria:  Croup 

'"Whooping  Cough 

6 

6 

9 

2 

f Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

, , Enteritis  ...  ...  ) 

DianlKual  ! Tui.rcuhus) 

Diseases,  -j 

L intestinal  Catarrh  \ 

Premature  Birth  ... 
j Congenital  Defects 

1 

7 

I 

1 

1 

I 

8 

2 

I 

2 

I 

I 

Wasting  Injury  at  Birth 

J J ^ 

Diseases.  j Want  of  Breast-milk 

1 Atrophy,  Debility,  1 

^ Marasmus  j 

C Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

2 

• 

3 

I 

I 

6 

~ , , Tuberculous  Peritonitis : ) 

Tuberculous^  Tabes  Mesenterica  ( 

Diseases.  ) other  Tuberculous  1 

L Diseases  \ 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ) 

( not  TuberculoMS ) \ 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

I 

3 

3 

* 

Laryngitis 

/ o • • 

Pneumonia 

I 

I 

•Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

Other  Causes 

1 

.. 

I 

2 

IS 

6 

5 

4 

• 

2 

2 

2 

I 

2 

41 

Births  in  the  year 


District  of  Bucklow. 

{ legitimate  ...  402  Population  estimated  to 

{ illegitimate  ...  13  middle  of  1905. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  254. 
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TABLE  51. 

Illegitimate  Infants. 


RURAL  PART  OF 

SUB-DISTRICT 

OF 

1 

Legiti 

mate. 

Illegit 

imate. 

Percentage  of  Deaths 
under  i Year  to  Births. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I Year. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Altrincliam . 

155 

18 

4 

0 

11-6 

0-0 

Lymm  .... 

34 

2 

3 

0 

5*9 

00 

Knutsford . . . 

64 

8 

2 

0 

12-5 

0-0 

Wilmslow  ... 

46 

4 

3 

0 

8-7 

0-0 

Sale 

103 

9 

1 

1 

8-7 

100-0 

Total 

402 

41 

13 

1 

10-4 

0-0 
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TABLE  52. 


Coroner’s  Inquests. 


Date. 

Sex 

Age 

Where  Held. 

Where 
Belonged  to. 

Verdict. 

NON-RESIDENTS. 

Feb.  28 

M 

30 

Partington 

Manchester 

Found  drowned  in  Ship 

Canal. 

July  16 

M 

24 

Pickmere 

Leigh 

Accidentally  drowned 

whilst  bathing. 

July  24 

M 

20 

Peover  Inferior 

Stretford 

Fracture  of  skull ; fall 

from  a motor  bicycle. 

RESIDENTS. 

Feb.  26 

F 

23 

Timperley 

Timperley 

Suicide  by  drowning ; 

temporarily  insane. 

Apr.  14 

F 

46 

Dunham  Massey 

Dunham  Massey 

Heart  disease  and  over- 

exertion. 

June  9 

M 

4 

Dunham  Massey 

Dunham  Massey 

Shock  from  burns;  play- 

ing with  matches. 

July  19 

M 

69 

Timperley 

Timperley 

Suicide  by  drowning  in 

canal. 

Sep.  II 

M 

64 

Altrincham 

Dunham  Massey 

Suicide  by  hanging  ; 

temporary  insanity. 

Oct.  2 

F 

63 

Dunham  Massey 

Dunham  Massey 

Fractured  skull,  from  a 

fall. 

Jan.  19 

M ■ 

26 

Altrincham 

Warburton 

Suicide  ; cut  throat ; 

temporary  insanity. 

June  22 

M 

20 

Partington 

Partington 

Fall  (52  feet)  from  top 

rjune  28 

1(1904) 

M 

46 

Manchester 

Peover  Inferior 

of  hoist. 

Accidental  fall,  internal 
injury. 

Jan.  7 

M 

58 

Rostherne 

Rostherne 

Weak  heart.  Shock  from 

fall  out  of  dog-cart. 

Jan.  18 

M 

76 

Plumbley 

Plumbley 

Weak  heart.  Shock 

from  fall  out  of  cart. 

Aug.  26 

M 

38 

Altrincham 

Tabley  Superior 

Fractured  skull  from  fall 

off  lurry. 

Dec.  27 

F 

68 

Ollerton 

Ollerton 

Heart  disease. 

July  27 

F 

70  1 

Mobberley 

Mobberley 

Syncope.  Shock  from 

fall  downstairs. 

Aug.  29 

M ; 

47 

Northen  Etchells 

Northen  Etchells 

Suicide.  Cut  throat. 

Temporary  insanity. 

Aug.  29 

M 

24  days 

Styal 

Styal 

Marasmus.  Want  of 

medical  attention. 

Jan.  7 

M 

54 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Fractured  skull.  Acci- 

dental fall  from  cart. 

Mar.  31 

M 

32 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Suffocation  by  drown- 

ing (accidental). 

Apr.  5 

F 

33 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Suicide.  Cut  throat. 

Of  unsound  mind. 

Apr.  14 

M 

8 

Urmston 

Northenden 

Accidentally  drowned 

in  river. 

Sep.  5 

M 

38 

Baguley 

Baguley 

Syncope. 

81 


TABLE  53. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

1890 

! 

26 

5 

5 

1 



2 

39 

1891 

1 — 

28 

5 

7 

— . 

— 

8 

48 

1892 

— 

68 

8 

18 

2 

— 

11 

107 

1893 

— 

193 

18 

14 

1 

— 

14 

240 

1894 

1 

116 

40 

7 

2 

— 

16 

182 

1895 

2 

39 

19 

11 

3 

— 

5 

79 

1896 

— 

31 

9 

19 

1 



5 

65 

1897 

— 

42 

3 

8 

— 

— 

6 

59 

1898 

— 

19 

11 

6 

— 

1 

9 

46 

1899 

— 

83 

6 

7 

2 

— 

8 

106 

1900 

— 

79 

8 

6 

— 

— 

3 

96 

1901 

— 

120 

23 

6 

— 

— 

9 

158 

1902 

— ■ 

46 

37 

6 

4 

— 

9 

102 

1903 

6 

52 

25 

7 

— 

— 

7 

97 

1904 

— 

79 

27 

2 

3 

— 

6 

117 

Total  of 
IS  years. 

9 

1021 

244 

1 

129 

19 

1 

118 

1541 

Average 
of  15  years 

0*6 

68 

16 

J 

9 

1 

0-07 

8 

105 

1905  1 

— 

58 

31 

2 

3 

— 

14 

108 

82 


TABLE  54. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

i ' 

1 

Diphtheria. 

C tJS 
§ 

§ 

^ i 

kl 

0 

Diarrhoea. 

TOTAL. 

1890 

_ 

5 

1 



3 1 

3 

8 

i 20 

1891 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

6 

1 18 

1892 

— 

1 13 

! 3 

1 

7 

3 

6 

i 33 

1893 

2 

3 

1 f> 

6 

1 

1 

18 

43 

1894 

— 

1 

4 

5 

8 

1 

! _ 1 

: 24 

1895 

1 

— 

2 

5 

3 

4 

2 ! 

i 17 

1896 

— 

i 1 

1 

1 

! 6 

3 

3 

4 i 

17 

1897 

— 

1 16 

1 

2 

1 

'■) 

0 

15 

38 

1898 

— 

: 3 

1 

2 

— 

2 

19 

1899 

— 

3 

1 

7 

3 

16  1 

1 30 

1900 

— 

; — 

! 1 

1 

8 

1 

7 ^ 

1 18 

1901 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

2 

10  ' 

I 28 

1902 

— 

1 

2 

7 

1 

— 

1 

12 

1903 

2 

2 

4 

7 

6 

1 

8 

1 30 

1904 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 1 

1 21 

j 

Total  of 
15  yearv: 

1 

5 

48 

33 

51 

i 

^ 68 

38 

125  i 

j 

368 

Average 

of  15  Years  0‘33 

3-20 

1 

2-20 

1 

3-40  4*53 

2-53 

8*30  ‘ 

1 

24*53 

1905  1 

— 

5 

4 

4 

1 , 

1 

1 

6 1 

j 

21 

TABLE  55 


Vaccination  1904. 


Births. 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Had  Small-pox. 

Died 

Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  on 

Certificate. 

Removed  and 

Traced. 

tn 

0 

Hi 

Number 

Remaining. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

Altrincham 

410 

366 

5 



27 

6 



1 

1 

6 

;i:ll 

1 299 

2 

— 

18 

7 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Lymm 

87 

78 

— 

— 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

55  • • • 

98 

89 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Knutsford 

108 

99 

— 

— 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

51 

109 

99 

1 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Wilmslow 

138 

119 

— 

. — . 

8 

10 

1 

— 

— 

4 

55  ... 

106 

87 

1 

— 

6 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Sale 

290 

256 

2 

— 

18 

6 

1 

3 

1 

3 

299 

259 

5 

— 

22 

2 

2 

7 

1 

3 

Totals 

1976 

1751 

17 

— 

122 

1 

42 

7 

13 

3 

26 

1896  to  1903  inclusive 

1515612900 

140 

— 

1321 

458 

72 

146 

10 

109 

Grand  Totals  ... 

I 

1713214651 

157 

— 

1 

1443  500 

79 

159 

13 

135 

84 


TABLE  56. 

Cases  of  lufeetious  Diseases  notified,  1905,  arranged  aceording 

to  Localities. 


X 

o 

B 

in 

Scarlet  Fever.  | 

1 Diphtheria.  I 

Enteric  Fever.  I 

1 Erysipelas.  | 

Puerpeial  Fever.  | 

Total. 

1 Small-pox.  1 

Scarlet  Fever.  | 

Diphtheria.  | 

Enteric  Fever.  | 

Erysipelas.  | 

Puerperal  Fever.  | 

Total. 

I 

I 

2 

Agden 

Dunham  Massey 
Ringway 

2 

6 

1 

3 

I 

13 

7 

Aston-by  -Budworth 
Bollington 

I 

I 

4 

o 

Q 

8 

4 

2 

2'1 

High  Legh 

Millington 

1 

I 

Allri/icham  ) 

District  ^ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Partington 

Warburton 

1 

I 

I 

3 

14 

19 

I 

8 

3 

45 

Ly7)im  District  ... 

— 

2 

I 

I 

I 

5 

Bexton 

MoVjberley 

1 

I 

2 

Marthall 

Northen  Etchells 

I 

Mere 

i8 

I 

IQ 

Styal 

3 

-2 

Ollerton 



■j 

Peover  Inferior 

2 

2 

Wilmslow  District 

A 

I 

I 

6 

Peover  Superior 
Pickmere 

I 

1 

I 

I 

Plumbley 

Rostherne 

I 

i 

2 

I 

Baguley 

Carrington 

4 

2 

2 

6 

2 

Tabley  Inferior 
Tabley  Superior 
Tatton 

Northcnden 

1 1 

6 

I 

18 

Sale  District 

17 

8 

I 

26 

Toft 

.j 

'Knutsford  District 

: 

21 

2 

— 

3 

— 

26 

SUMMARY : 
Altrijicham 

Lyinin 

Knutsfoid 

Wilmslow 

Sale 

14 

2 

21 

4 

17 

19 

1 

2 

I 

8 

I 

I 

8 

1 

3 

I 

I 

3 

45 

5 
26 

6 

26 

Biicklow  District  . . . 

68 

31 

2 

14 

3 

108 

TABLE  57. 


Sliewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Year  1905. 


RURAI.  PART 
OF 

SUB-DISTRICT 

OF 

i 

! 

i Total, 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
to  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

t 

a 

V 

2 

> 

< 

1905. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OncYear.  | 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

Average  j 
2 years. 

1905. 

Average 

2 years. 

1905. 

Altrincham . I 

159 

82 

12 

23-4 

21*6 

13-0 

1 11*2 

1-8 

1-6 

22 

18 

27 

22 

Lymm  ...| 

37 

35 

0 

25*0 

13-0 

11-5 

12-3 

0-7 

— 

15 

2 

43 

6 

Knutsford...| 

66 

52 

1 

19-8 

17*7 

11-4 

’ 13-9 

0-4 

0-3 

20 

8 

38 

15 

Wilmslow ...! 

49 

34 

0 

18-2 

14-0 

10-8 

9-7 

0-8 

12 

4 

35 

12 

Sale 

104 

51 

1 8 

26'3 

27-9 

15T 

13-7 

1-6 

2-1 

13 

9 

25 

17 

Total  ..., 

415 

254 

l21 

1 

22-7 

19-6 

13*5 

12-0 

1-0 

1-0 

82 

41 

32 

16 

1 


TABLE  59. 


Deaths  1905. 


Rural  part  of 
Sub-District  of  ' 

1st  Quarter. ' 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Total. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Altrincham 

1 20 

ITO 

18 

9-8 

27 

14-6 

17 

9-2 

82 

11*2 

Lymm 

' 14 

19-9 

7 

9*9 

6 

8*3 

8 

11*1 

35 

12-3 

Kimtsford  ... 

18 

19*6 

10 

10-8 

10 

10-7 

14 

14-9 

52 

13-9 

Wilmslow  . 

' 12 

13-9 

8 

9-2 

7 

7-9 

7 

7*9 

34 

9-7 

Sale 

' 19 

20*7 

10 

10-8 

14 

15-0 

8 

8*5 

51 

13-7 

Total 

83 

15-9 

53 

10*0 

04 

12-0 

54 

10-1 

254 

12-0 

TABLE  60, 

Sliewinc^  the  position  of  the  Bucklow  District  as  compared 
with  11  other  Kural  Districts  in  Cheshire  in  1904. 


Birth  Rate. 

Place  in  List. 

Death  Rate. 

o 

o 

s 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 

Place  in  List. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Figure. 

4^ 

D 

O 

c3 

s 

Best  of  12  ... 

27-9  1 

1 

11-0 



0*2 

— 

70 

— 

Worst  of  12 . 

18-7 

j — 

16-4 

— 

3-3 

— 

170 

— 

Bucklow  ... 

21-9  1 

i 8 

I 

11-0 

3 

TO 

1 

8 

86 

2 

88 


TABLE  61. 

Shewing  Population,  Census,  1901  ; Total  Deaths,  Deaths 
from  Special  Diseases,  and  at  Special  Ages,  in  entire  Sanitary 
District,  the  Registration  Sub-Districts,  and  the  individual 
Townships,  in  1905. 


r4 

oo 

M 05 
HtH 

te 

Eh 

Deaths  from 

Special  Diseases. 

Two  Groups 
OP  Ages. 

Registration 

W 

. 1 

o ^ 

Districts 

AND  Townships. 

Q 

< 

H 

O 

H 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough, 

Diarrhoea. 

Total  Zy- 

motic. 

Phthisis. 

Erysipelas. 

— < t-) 

ci  0 

O) 

s 

At  65  Year 

and 

Upwards 

Under  1 

Year. 

424 

Ashley 

7 

3 

3 

1 

2644 

Dunham  Massey  ... 

26 

”2 

1 

3 

"3 

”5 

7 

491 

Ringway 

Timperley 

7 

4 

1 

3215 

42 

i 

"i 

4 

6 

1 

13 

9 

6774 

Altrincham  District 

82 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

12 

4 

22 

18 

110 

Agden 

423 

Aston-by-Budworth 

4 

"i 

"3 

215 

Bollington 

6 

1 

2 

794 

High  Legh 

8 

4 

1 

225 

Millington 

1 

1 

552 

Partington 

11 

2 

"i 

403 

Warburton 

5 

1 

3 

2722 

Lymm  District 

35 

3 

15 

2 

124 

Bexton 

244 

Marthall 

4 

"2 

437 

Mere 

7 

4 

"2 

270 

Ollerton 

4 

2 

1 

144 

Peover  Inferior  . . . 

3 

"i 

"i 

1 

549 

Peover  Superior  . . . 

11 

"4 

2 

203 

Pickmere 

3 

2 

333 

Plumbley 

7 

1 

1 

413 

Rostherne 

6 

2 

"i 

129 

Tabley  Inferior  ... 

493 

Tabley  Superior  ... 

‘5 

"2 

"i 

120 

Tatton 

2 

1 

176 

Toft 

...1 

3635 

Knutsfcrd  District 

52 

1 

1 

1 

20 

8 

1353 

Mobberley 

14 

2 

5 

1 

738 

Northen  Etchells  ... 

9 

4 

1153 

Styal 

11 

•••>1 

"i 

3 

‘3 

3244 

Wilmsloio  District. . . 

34 

3 

12 

4 

834 

Baguley 

Carrington 

10 

3 

1 

514 

0 

i 

1 

3 

3 

2127 

Northenden 

32 

'3 

"i 

"2 

1 

7 

"i 

7 

5 

3475 

Sale  District 

51 

3 

2 

2 

8 

1 

13 

9 

19850 

f BucMoio  Rural  1 
\ District.  / 

254 

4 

4 

1 

5 

1 

6 

21 

12 

82 

41 

89 


TABLE  62. 


Factories  and  Workshops.  Cow-keepers  and  Milk-sellers. 


Township. 

Mr.  McKenzie. 

Mr.  Metcalfe. 

Factories. 

Workshops 

Domestic 

Workshops^ 

Total. 

1 Defects 
Found  and 
Notices 
Served. 

Cow- 

keepers. 

Milk- 

sellers. 

A^den 



2 



2 

1 

3 

1 

Ashley 

— 

2 

3 

5 

— 

24 

14 

Aston-by-Biidwortli 

1 

— 

3 

4 

— 

35 

8 

Baguley 

— 

5 

1 

6 

2 

18 

2 

Bextou 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— ■ 

5 

4 

Bollington 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

10 

6 

Carrington 

— 

4 

5 

9 

4 

9 

1 

Dunham  Massey 

4 

13 

6 

23 

4 

37 

16 

High  Legh 

— 

6 

1 

7 

3 

44 

11 

Marthall 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

19 

12 

Mere 

1 

2 

4 

7 

— 

25 

4 

Millington 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

Mobberley 

4 

11 

14 

29 

5 

59 

36 

Northenden 

2 

30 

31 

63 

16 

13 

9 

Northen  Etchells  ... 

— 

4 

4 

8 

2 

12 

6 

Ollerton 

— 

2 

3 

5 

— 

12 

6 

Partington 

2 

4 

3 

9 

5 

9 

2 

Peover  Inferior 

‘ — 

3 

— 

3 

— 

7 

2 

Peover  Superior 

1 

5 

2 

8 

— 

27 

13 

Pickmere 

— 

2 

3 

5 

— 

16 

4 

Plumbley 

1 

1 

5 

7 

4 

18 

5 

Ring  way 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

27 

8 

Rostherne 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

8 

4 

Styal 

1 

5 

3 

9 

1 

17 

12 

Tabley  Inferior 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Tabley  Superior 

— 

2 

9 

11 

— 

22 

14 

Tatton 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Timperley 

5 

17 

17 

39 

6 

15 

8 

Toft 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

4 

Warburton 

1 

— 

3 

4 

— 

8 

2 

Totals 

29 

128 

126 

283 

58 

517 

220 

1904 

28 

133 

127 

288 

130 

500 

219 

1903 

28 

127 

132 

287 

85 

494 

214 

90 


TABLE  63. 


Home  Office  Table. — Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  1905,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Bucklovv, 
Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices.  Prosecutions, 

Factories... 

• • • 

13 

3 

• • • 

(Including  Factory  Laundries,) 

Workshops 

. . . 

83 

46 

. . . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

. . . 

74 

9 

.. 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

... 

3 

... 

... 

Total  ...  ... 

173 

58 

I 

2. — Defects 

Particulars.  Found. 

Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to 
Remedied  H.M, 

Number 

of 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

Health  Acts  : — 

Inspector.  Prosecutions 

Want  of  Ventilation 

2 

2 

• • • 

... 

Overcrowding 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

2 

2 

• . • 

. .. 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

7 

7 

• • • 

• • • 

Sanitary  Accommodations — 

Insufficient  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

• • • 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

. . . 

• • • 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

15 

15 

... 

... 

3. — Other  Matters. 

Class.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H^M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspectors 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors 


11 


91 


Homework  : — 
Lists  received 


Number  of 

Lists.  Outworkers. 


1 3 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year^  viz,: — 
Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...128 

Domestic  Workshops...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...126 


Total 


...283 


TABLE  64. 


Summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  in  the  Bucklow  llnral  District  for  the  year  1905. 


Dwelling^-houses  and  Schools — 

Houses  inspected  ... 
Schools  inspected... 

Foul  conditions 
Structural  defects 


Drainagfe — 

Drains  tested 
Drains  relaid 
Drains  amended  ... 

Soil  pipes  tested  ... 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Farms 
Cowsheds 
Dairies 
Milkshops 
New  Cowsheds  built 

Notices  served  (including  lime-washing)  ... 
Applications  for  Registration... 


Inspections 


Food  Inspection — 


Slaughter-houses' 
Butchers'  Shops 
Fish  Carts 
Meat  Carts 
Fruit  Shops  ^ 


Inspections 


152 

4 

109 

127 


90 

37 

13 

2 


488 


4 

...  1024 
1 


234 


Disinfection  and  Infectious  Disease — 

Number  of  visits  ... 

Houses  disinfected 
Schools  disinfected 

Scavenging — 

Ashpits  inspected  ... 

Ashpits  emptied  ... 

Pails... 

Dustbins 
Loads  removed 

Water  Supply — 

Water  certificates  granted  (houses) 
Water  samples  taken 

General — 

Re-Inspections 
Pigsties  inspected 
Complaints 

Privy  Middens  converted  to  W.C’s 
„ ,,  „ Pails 

Overcrowding 
Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

Notices  served 

Rivers  Pollution  (Inspections)  — 

TheBolIin 
Timperley  Brook  ... 

Sinderland  ,, 

Baguley  „ 

Whim  „ 

Anthrax — (Visits) 

Tuberculous  Cows  (Visits) 


198 

G9 

I 


685 

4174 

2246 

1879 

2272 


92 

8 


908 

156 

41 

10 

15 

1 

3 

79 


17 

12 

12 

4 

3 

7 

3 


93 


BUCKLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  3 and  4,  and  6 to  16 
inclusive,  is  to  be  considered  an  integral  part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — This  remains  unchanged  for  1905,  and  comprises  30 
Townships,  whose  names  and  grouping  will  be  found  in  Tables 
56  and  61.  The  grouping  in  five  Sub-Districts  (see  page  55, 
Annual  Report  1903)  instead  of  four  as  formerly,  has  an 
upsetting  eftect  on  Table  47,  and  it  will  be  some  years  yet  before 
this  is  got  rid  of;  the  figures  resulting  from  the  new  arrange- 
ment can  only  begin  with  1903.  For  previous  years  those  of 
the  new  one  are  included  in,  and  distributed  among,  three  of  the 
four  pre-existing  Sub-Districts. 

Population. — See  page  7.  The  estimate  is  21,145  for  1905, 
an  increase  of  445  over  1904.  Table  47  shows  it  according  to 
Sub-Districts  ; and  Table  61  according  to  Townships  ; (this  last 
being  the  Census  of  1901). 

Public  Institutions. — These  include  the  Manchester  Con- 
sumption Hospital,  actually  in  Dunham  Massey ; the  Baguley 
Sanatorium  now  also  belonging  to  Manchester ; our  own  small 
temporary  Small-pox  Hospital;  the  Cottage  Homes  at  Styal ; 
and  the  Epileptic  Colony  in  Marthall, 

Tables. — See  paragraph  on  page  7.  The  average  of  the 
birth-rates  remains  at  22*8  ; whilst  that  of  the  death-rates  falls 
one  point,  from  13*5  to  13*4;  the  average  of  the  zymotic  death- 
rates  remains  at  1*0  ; and  that  of  the  Infant  Mortality  Figures 
falls  from  116  to  113.  Which  simply  means  that  1904,  now 
introduced  into  the  averages,  was  almost  exactly  the  same  as 
1894,  now  excluded  ; with  just  a shade  of  advantage  to  1904. 

By  dropping  1894,  we  bid  a final  good-bye  to  the  time  when 
the  Rural  District  included  the  Townships  of  Ashton-on-Mersey 
and  Knutsford ; and  the  figures  in  Tables  46  and  47  are 
thereby  simplified.  The  only  remaining  irregularity  is  that  the 
Township  of  Hale  is  included  up  to  1899;  but  thereafter 
excluded. 

Births.— (Tables  46  and  58),  The  births  registered  are  196 
males  and  219  females,  total  415.  This  is  much  the  lowest 
number  recorded;  and  the  Rate,  19*6,  is  accordingly  also  the 
lowest  recorded  ; being  3*2  below  the  average ; and  no  less  than 
7*6  below  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905. 

The  Rates  for  the  Sub-Districts  vary  widely  ; being  respec- 
tively 21*6,  13*0,  17*7,  14-0,  and  27*9. 

Deaths.— (Tables  46,  57,  59,  61).  The  total  number,  after 


94 


correction,  is  254,  and  the  Rate  is  12*0.  This  is  T4  below  the 
average,  and  has  only  been  bettered  three  times  (Table  46)  and 
then  only  by  0*2,  0*3,  and  0‘4  respectively.  The  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1905  is  15*2. 


The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  gradual 


building  up 

of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 

No.  of  deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

34 

i *60786 

February 

21 

•99309 

March 

28 

1*32412 

April 

17 

•80393 

May 

22 

I *04038 

June 

14 

*66206 

July 

21 

•99309 

August 

24 

1*13396 

September 

19 

•89851 

October 

14 

*66206 

November 

i8 

*85122 

December 

22 

I *04038 

Total  254 

12*01066 

The  “ corrections  ” are  made  as  follows ; and  as  I go  a little 
beyond  the  strict  letter  of  the  official  instructions,  I set  them 
out  in  full  detail.  1 have  excluded  the  death  of  a man,  known 
to  live  in  Manchester,  whose  body  was  found  in  the  Ship  Canal 
at  Partington.  I have  excluded  the  death  of  a young  man, 
known  to  live  at  Leigh,  who  was  drowned  at  Pickmere  whilst 
bathing,  this  being  an  incident  of  a day’s  cycling  tour;  I have 
excluded  the  death  of  a young  man  known  to  live  at  Stretford, 
whose  death  was  caused  by  his  falling  from  a motor-hicycle  at 
Peover  Inferior;  he  being  merely  a traveller  through  the 
District  at  the  time.  I have  excluded  the  deaths  of  twin  babies, 
only  3 days  old,  the  result  of  the  premature  confinement  of  their 
mother,  who  was  known  to  live  at  Sandiway,  (North wich  Rural), 
and  whose  confinement  at  Mere  was  a pure  accident.  On  the 
other  hand  I have  included  a death  belonging  to  Dunham 
Massey  which  occurred  in  Altrincham,  only  a few  yards 
separating  the  man’s  house  (in  the  former)  from  his  workshop 
(in  the  latter)  in  which  his  death  took  place,  I have  included 
the  death  of  a child  belonging  to  Northenden,  whose  body  was 
taken  from  the  river  at  Urmston.  This  leaves  a balance  of  3 
exclusions ; they  would  increase  the  death-rate  of  the  whole 
District,  if  included,  from  12‘01  to  12T5. 

Other  corrections,  for  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions, 
are  Exclusions  : 12  deaths  in  the  Baguley  Sanatorium  ; 1 in 
the  Consumption  Hospital  ; and  two  in  the  Epileptic  Colony. 
Inclusions  : 11  deaths  in  the  Workhouse;  4 in  the  Altrincham 
Hospital ; and  7 in  Manchester  Hospitals  (6  of  these  occurring 
really  in  1904  but  coming  to  my  knowledge  too  late  to  be 
included  in  my  last  Report.) 
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The  deaths  in  the  Sanatorium  belonofed  to  Manchester,  4 ; 
Alderlcy  Edge,  Ashton-upon-Mersey,  Cheadle,  Cheadle  Hulme, 
Levensliulme,  Moss  Side,  Sale,  and  Wilmslow,  1 each ; that 
in  the  Consumption  Hospital  to  Manchester;  and  those  in  the 
Epileptic  Colony  to  Birkenhead  and  Wilmslow.  Of  all  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  with  whom  I have  had  to  communi- 
cate, Dr.  Heslop,  of  Stretford,  is  the  only  one  who  has  declined 
to  accept  my  notifications. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  official  instructions  direct  that 
“deaths  of  residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  beyond 
“ the  District  ” arc  to  be  taken  into  account  ; but  no  directions 
(ire  given  as  to  how  suck  information  is  to  be  obtained. 

The  death-rates  for  the  Sub-Districts  are  respectively  11*2, 
12*3,  13*9,  9’7,  13’7.  This  reverses  the  usual  order,  as  the 
heaviest  Rate  is  in  the  most  “ rural,”  and  the  lowest  but  one  in 
the  most  “ urban,”  Sub-District. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  is  41,  (2  more  than  the  previous  year),  which  in 
proportion  to  415  births  is  as  99  to  1000.  (There  were-20  more 
births  the  previous  year,  which  had  therefore  a proportion  of 
86  to  1000  only).  This  is  the  third  time,  in  Table  46,  that  the 
“ figure  ” has  been  below  the  hundred.  The  average  is  itself 
very  low,  being  only  113.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
is  128  ; or  without  the  towns,  113  ; so  that  our  average,  though 
low,  is  only  the  average  of  the  rural  parts.  Reference  to  Table 
50  shows  the  causes  of  these  41  infantile  deaths  in  detail;  and, 
as  usual,  it  has  to  be  admitted  by  me,  and  pointed  out  to  you, 
that  nearly  one-half  of  them  were  due  to  preventible  causes. 

Comparative  Position. — (Table  60).  This  refers  to  the  ymar 
1904  ; and  shows  that  the  Bucklow  District  was  5th  out  of  12, 
This,  as  anticipated,  is  a considerable  improvement  on  1903. 
During  the  9 years  for  which  I have  the  figures,  the  average 
position  would  be  about  7th,  a result  which  is  somewhat 
disappointing  to  me.  Three  of  the  Rural  Districts  in  the 
County  are  so  small  as  hardly  to  be  comparable  with  the  larger 
ones.  Bucklow  is  the  fourth  in  population ; and  probably 
if  considered  only  in  comparison  with  this  group,  its  position 
would  be  much  more  favourable.  There  is  a considerable  gap 
both  above  and  below  the  five  central  Districts  (according  to 
])opulation ),  which  naturally  divides  the  whole  12  into  3 obvious 
groups. 

Illegitimate  Infants.— The  number  born  in  1905  was  13,  or 
3 per  cent,  of  all  births.  (Table  51.)  Of  these,  1 has  died,  or 
8 per  cent.,  whilst  41  deaths  among  402  legitimate  births  are  10 
per  cent.  The  numbers  are  however  too  small  to  be  available 
for  any  general  deductions. 
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Mortality  among  Old  People.— (Table  57.)  Number  of 
deaths  82,  or  32  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  In  the  4 years 
preceding,  it  has  been  34,  33,  36,  and  32  per  cent.  This  is  a 
high  percentage,  and  is  evidence  that  the  District  olFers  con- 
ditions favourable  to  longevity. 

Uncertified  Deaths.— None ; as  in  1904.  There  have  only 
been  3 in  the  last  4 years. 

Coroner’s  Inquests.— All  details  are  given  in  Table  52. 
They  number  24,  (as  compared  with  18,  27,  24,  and  27,  in  the 
4 preceding  years.)  3 were  held  on  non-residents,  and  21  on 
residents,  (5  of  the  latter  being  held  outside  the  District.)  6 
belonged  to  the  Altrincham,  2 to  the  Lymm,  5 to  the  Knutsford, 
3 to  the  Wilmslow,  and  5 to  the  Sale,  Sub-Districts. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease.— Tables  48,  53,  and  56 

contain  all  information  in  an  easily  recognisable  form.  The 
average  number  of  notifications  for  the  last  15  years  is  105; 
1905,  with  108,  is  therefore  just  an  average  year.  For  the  5th 
year  in  succession,  diphtheria  is  much  above  the  average. 
Scarlet  fever  is  below  the  average.  Of  enteric  fever  there  were 
only  2 cases. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — In  the  previous  paragraph  we  have  con- 
sidered the  diseases  scheduled  in  the  Notification  Act.  We 
turn  now  to  a difierent  list,  viz.  : that  of  the  Registrar  General. 
H is  list  includes  small-pox,  measles,  scarlatina,  di])htheria, 
whooping-cough,  fever,  and  diarrhoea.  As  three  of  these  are 
not  notifiable,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  or  recording 
the  number  of  cases  that  occur.  The  only  figures  which  we 
can  compare  are  those  which  enumerate  the  deaths  registered 
from  these  diseases.  Table  54  gives  the  zymotic  mortality  for 
16  years.  (Not  corrected  for  alterations  in  area  and  population.) 
The  number  of  deaths  in  1905  was  21,  and  the  Rate  I'O.  This 
is  slightly  below  the  average  number,  but  the  Rate  is  equal  to 
the  average.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  only  9 deaths  occurred  from 
the  notifiable  diseases,  compared  with  12  from  those  that  are 


not  notifiable.  The  Rate 


s made  up  as  follows 


Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  O’OOOOO 

Measles...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*23645 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*18916 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*J.8916 

Whooping-cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*04729 

Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*04729 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*27734 


0*98669 


Small-pox.— Absent. 
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Vaccination. — Table  oo.  These  figures  include  the  Urban 
Districts  within  the  Area  of  the  Bucklow  Union,  as  explained 
in  detail  in  iny  Annual  Report,  1901,  page  24.  I give  the 
figures  for  the  two  half-years  of  1904;  then  the  totals  for  the 
eight  years  next  preceding.  In  1904,  out  of  1,854  surviving 
children,  1,751  arc  known  to  have  been  vaccinated  ; or  94*4  per 
cent. ; whilst  if  cases  medically  postponed,  and  those  removed 
and  traced,  he  assumed  to  have  been  ultimately  vaccinated  in 
the  same  proportion,  among  the  survivors,  (an  assumption  to 
which  I can  see  no  logical  objection),  the  percentage  vaccinated, 
of  the  whole,  is  nearly  97T.  The  similar  Rates  for  the  whole 
9 years,  combined,  are  93*4  and  97T. 

Measles. — Several  small  localised  outbreaks  occurred,  and 
various  schools  were  closed  for  short  periods.  Three  deaths 
occurred  in  Ashley,  in  June,  July,  and  September  respectively; 
and  2 in  Northenden  in  August  and  October.  I made  many 
visits  of  inspection  and  enquiry ; hut  of  course  could  exercise 
little  control.  I judge  that  the  cost  of  a special  inspector  would 
not  have  exceeded  £5  in  either  case.  See  general  remarks  on 
pages  14  and  15. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 58  cases  were  notified,  a little  below  the 
average.  4 of  these  terminated  fatally ; one  belonging  to 
Timperley,  after  removal  to  the  Sanatorium,  in  July;  and  3 
belonging  to  Northenden,  all  after  removal  to  the  Sanatorium, 
in  March,  July,  and  November.  32  cases,  in  all,  were  removed 
to  the  Sanatorium.  The  cases  were  so  scattered,  both  in  locality 
and  time,  that  there  were  only  two  instances  in  which  the  disease 
could  he  considered  to  be  epidemic. 

There  were  no  cases  at  all  in  Ashley,  Agden,  Aston-by-Bud worth,  Bollington, 
High  Legh,  Waiburton,  Bexton,  Marthall,  Ollerton,  Peover  Superior,  Pickmcre, 
Rostherne,  Tabley  Inferior,  Tabley  Superior,  Tatton,  Toft,  and  Mobberley  ; whilst 
Millington  had  only  i case,  in  March  ; Partington  i case,  in  April ; Northen  Etchells 
I case,  in  July  ; Plumbley  i case,  in  November  ; Dunham  Massey  (often  a large  con- 
tributor) had  only  2 cases,  in  March  and  December  ; Carrington  2 cases,  in  October 
and  December;  Peover  Inferior  2 cases,  in  October  and  November;  Ringway  3 
cases,  in  July  and  September  ; Slyal  3 cases,  in  September,  October,  and  December ; 
and  Baguley  4 cases,  in  March,  August,  and  November.  This  accounts  for  20  cases. 

Timperley  had  9 cases,  divided  between  January,  February, 
March,  July,  August,  September  and  December.  Northenden 
had  4 cases  in  February,  March,  May  and  October;  and  then 
had  an  outbreak  of  7 cases  in  3 adjoining  cottages,  in  an  out- 
lying part,  in  November.  Mere  had  4 cases  in  March,  and  2 
in  April;  4 in  June,  2 in  .Inly,  and  3 in  August;  and  3 in 
December.  There  is  no  doubt  these  were  all  connected  together; 
as  one  child  was  notified  twice,  (March  and  July),  and  in 
another  house  two  children  were  notified  twice,  (March  and 
i\ugust).  Either,  therefore,  3 children  out  of  14  bad  each  two 
attacks  of  scarlet  fever  within  four  months,  an  explanation 
which  1 cannot  accept ; or,  which  1 am  convinced  is  the  case,  we 
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had  scarlet  fever  and  measles  (or  German  Measles")  concurrently. 
In  fact  one  case,  sent  into  the  Sanatorium  in  April  as  scarlet 
fever,  was  there  diagnosed  and  treated  as  measles ; upon  which 
two  other  notifications  were  withdrawn.  From  my  own  investiga- 
tions in  April,  I formed  this  opinion  then,  and  dnly  reported  it 
to  the  Council,  long  before  the  confirmatory  events  of  July  and 
August  occurred. 

Return  Cases. — These  are  cases  arising  at  home  after  the 
return  of  a previous  case  from  hospital  ; and  attributed  (rightly 
or  wrongly)  to  infection  being  brought  back  by  the  returned 
case.  None  were  observed. 


Value  of  Hospital  Treatment.— I beg  to  record  without 
hesitation  my  firm  opinion  that  in  the  Fucklow  District  prompt 
removal  to  hospital  is  the  one  and  only  efiectual  means  whereby 
I can  record,  year  after  year,  “ no  epidemic,”  in  spite  of  the 
constant  occurrence  of  individual  cases,  scattered  over  a wide 
area,  and  representing  the  introduction  of  infection  so  many 
times  and  from  so  many  independent  sources. 

Diphtheria. — 31  cases  notified  ; double  the  average  number. 
Of  these  4 were  fatal  ; 3 after  removal  to  Sanatorium,  in 
January,  February,  and  July;  and  one,  not  removed,  in 
August.  And  yet  the  cases  were  so  scattered,  both  in  locality 
and  in  time,  that  there  was  no  epidemic. 

Twenty  Townships  had  no  cases  at  all  ; Aston  had  i case,  in  January  ; Over 
Peover  i case,  in  January  ; Ashley  i case,  in  February  ; Mere  i case,  in  August ; 
Mobberley  i case,  in  November;  Ringway  4 cases,  (but  all  in  one  house),  in  Feb- 
ruary ; Baguley  2 cases,  in  July  and  Decend)er ; Dunham  Massey  6 cases  in  January, 
February,  September,  and  October,  of  which  3 were  in  one  house  in  September, 
leaving  the  others  quite  separate  ; Northenclen  had  6 cases  in  May,  July,  August,  and 
September,  of  which  3 were  in  May  ; and  Timperley  had  8 cases,  in  February,  March, 
May,  September,  and  November, 

Considering  that  the  3 last  named  Townships  are  the  most 
populous  in  the  District,  the  incidence  is  not  heavy  ; and  I 
should  attach  little  importance  to  the  list,  were  it  not  that  (1) 
Table  53  shows  a permanent  increase  during  the  past  five  years  ; 
that  (2)  the  same  feature  is  noticeable  in  other  Districts  also  ; 
and  that  (3)  although  the  use  of  antitoxin  has  largely  diminished 
the  fatality,  yet  there  are  a certain  number  of  deaths  due  to 
the  disease. 

From  Tables  53  and  54  we  can  group  the  years  for  purposes 
of  comparison,  thus  : 

Percentage 

Cases.  Deaths.  Fatality. 


1890  to  1893 

36 

8 

1894  to  1898 

82 

20 

1899  to  1903 

99 

21 

1904  and  1905  ... 

58 

6 

This  shows  that  the  fatality,  in  the  last  2 years, 
reduced  one-half,  or  upwards  of  50  ]jer  cent. 


22-2 

24-4 

2P2 

10-3 

has  been 
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Of  the  31  cases,  only  11  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium. 

Whooping-cough. — 1 death;  in  Peover  Inferior,  in  May. 
No  other  information. 

Mumps. — This  disease  was  prevalent  in  some  parts  (mainly 
Baguley  and  Timperley)  with  quite  exceptional  severity;  and  led 
to  the  closing  of  some  schools.  No  deaths  are  attributed  to  it. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  notified  ; 1 death.  One  case 
occurred  in  Partington  in  February;  the  result  of  bacteriologi- 
cal examination  was  negative.  Notifications  of  a case  at 
Carrington  in  April,  and  a case  at  Partington  in  May,  were 
Avithdrawn,  on  similar  negative  results  being  obtained.  The 
fatal  case  occurred  at  Dunham  Massey  in  October. 

Diarrhoea. — 6 deaths.  All  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
Timperley,  1 in  July,  2 in  August,  1 in  September  ; Carrington, 

1 in  August;  Northenden,  1 in  September. 

Enteritis. — 8 deaths.  7 were  infants.  Northenden,  February, 
a child  of  o years;  Ollerton,  1 in  February  ; Mere,  1 in  March; 
Partington,  1 in  May ; and  in  August,  Dunham  Massey,  2, 
Timperley,  1,  and  Carrington,  1. 

Tables  53  and  54  show  the  remarkable  immunity  of  the 
Bucklow  District  from  enteric  fever,  and  diarrhoeal  diseases. 
For  the  last  16  years,  the  aA^erage  notifications  of  enteric  fever 
have  only  been  8 ; the  deaths,  2;  annually;  and  the  diarrhoea 
deaths  8.  Even  these  numbers  Avould  be  reduced,  if  we  could 
eliminate  those  belonging  to  the  3 ToAvnships  which  were  in  the 
Rural  District  a part  of  the  time,  but  are  not  now. 

Influenza. — 7 deaths.  These  occurred  in  7 Townships,  Aston, 
Bollington,  Millington,  Mobberley,  Northenden,  Partington  and 
Styal.  2 in  January,  3 in  February,  1 in  April,  1 in  October. 

2 males,  5 females.  Ages  3,  23,  36,  59,  66,  69,  83  years. 
Puerperal  Fever.— 3 cases  notified  ; no  deaths.  2 Avere  in 

Timperley  in  March;  1 in  Dunham  Massey  in  August.  All 
Avere  in  connection  Avith  practice  by  midAvives. 

Erysipelas. — 14  cases;  no  deaths. 

Other  Septic  Diseases. — Tavo  deaths  ; both  in  Plumbley  ; 
ascribed  simply  to  septicoemia  ; April,  F,,  62  years  ; September, 
F.,  15  years. 

Phthisis. — 12Meaths.  Rate  0*57  ; beloAv  the  average.  Dun- 
ham Massey,  3 deaths;  Mobberley  2;  Aston,  Bollington, 
Northenden,  Plumbley,  Styal,  Timperley  and  Warburton,  1 
each.  Average  age,  40  years.  5 cases  were  notified,  during 
the  year  ; 1 of  AA^hich  is  also  among  the  deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  preceding  5 years  Avas  10, 
15,  22,  18,  17  ; total  82  ; and  in  the  same  period  only  14  cases 
Avere  notified. 
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other  Tubercular  Diseases —7  deaths.  Kate  0*33.  All 
eliildren  (Table  49).  Three  ascribed  to  tuberculosis  simply  ; 
two  to  meningitis  ; one  to  tumour  of  the  brain ; and  one  to 
})eritonitis.  Two  in  Timperley,  one  each  in  Duidiam  Massey, 
Bollington,  High  Legh,  Northenden,  and  Partington. 

Cancer. — 30  deaths.  Kate  1*42.  The  deaths  in  the  preced- 
ing 4 years  having  been  21,  13,  20,  and  12,  this  is  quite  an 
exceptional  increase.  Timperley  had  6 cases;  Kingway, 
Ashley,  Plumbley,  Tabley  Superior,  Kostherne,  Bollington, 
Styal,  and  Carrington,  2 each;  Peover  Superior,  Pickmere, 
Ollerton,  Partington,  Aston,  High  Legh,  Northen  Etchells  and 
Mobberley  1 each.  Thus  17  Townships,  out  of  30,  are  affected. 
16  males  and  14  females.  Average  age  of  males,  62  years;  of 
females,  58.  Organs  affected,  digestive  system,  17  cases; 
reproductive  system,  5 ; head  and  neck,  4 ; bladder,  1 ; not 
specified,  3. 

Respiratory  Diseases.— 39  deaths ; Kate  P84.  This  appears 
to  be  a fairly  steady  average  ; the  numbers  in  the  4 preceding 
years  being  44,  35,  39,  40. 

Alcoholism. — 7 deaths;  4 males,  3 females.  2 each  in  Northen 
Etchells,  and  Northenden;  1 each  in  Timperley,  Marthall,  and 
Mobberley.  This  is  an  unusually  large  number. 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition. — Oue  child  at  Peover 
Superior,  born  malformed.  1 am  not  sure  if  1 am  right  in 
classing  this  as  an  “accident”  of  parturition. 

Heart  Diseases.— 29  deaths;  Kate  1*37.  This  also  is  a 
curiously  steady  figure  ; the  deaths  in  the  preceding  four  years 
having  been  31,  29,  31,  and  30. 

Accidents. — Eleven.  ) enumerated  in  Table  52. 

Suicides.— Six.  ) 

Anthrax. — This  seems  to  be  growing  more  common.  There 
were  2 outbreaks  in  Mere,  2 in  DuDliarn  Massey,  and  1 in 
Marthall  ; the  animals  affected  being  3 cows,  3 sheep,  and  1 
pig.  In  each  case  the  carcases  were  cremated,  and  the 
premises  disinfected,  by  the  County  Police.  There  was  no 
affection  of  human  beings,  so  far  as  known. 

Isolation  Hospitals. — During  1905,  one  case  of  scarlet  fever 
occurred  in  the  Cottage  Homes  at  Styal,  and  was  dealt  with  by 
the  Chorlton  Union.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one  ease  of 
diphtheria,  occurred  among  the  Nurses  at  the  Baguley  Sana- 
torium, and  were  there  dealt  with.  From  the  District  we 
removed  10  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  30  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 
Thus  43  eases  were  removed  out  of  108,  or  40  per  cent. 


w 
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Since  removal  to  Hospital  was  commenced  in  1S98,  the  numbers  have  been — 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Removals. 

Percentage. 

1898 

46 

5 

10 

1899 

106  . . 

16 

15 

1900 

96 

42 

43 

1901 

158 

50 

31 

1902 

102 

27 

27 

1903 

97 

57 

59 

1904 

117 

63 

54 

1905 

108 

43 

40 

Six  of  the  cases  removed  to  Hospital  proved  fatal ; and  three 
of  those  not  removed.  This  appears  to  tell  against  removal ; 
hut  the  explanation  is  that  several  cases  were  removed  which 
were  already  in  an  almost  hopeless  condition. 

Sewage  Treatment. — There  is  nothing  special  to  remark  this 
year,  except  that  the  legal  proceedings  taken  against  the  Council 
by  the  Contractors  for  the  Dunham  Massey  Main  Outfall  Sewer 
resulted  in  a victory  for  the  Council;  but  unfortunately  have 
caused  the  waste  of  another  year;  but  I have  every  expectation 
that  this  is  the  last  time  I shall  have  to  report  this  unsatisfactory 
position. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I have  accompanied  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie from  time  to  time  in  his  journies  of  inspection.  Full 
particulars  are  contained  in  his  report  and  Tables.  The  work 
has  been  systematically  and  thoroughly  carried  out. 

Systematic  Inspection. — Enough  has  been  said  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages,  and  will  be  found  in  the  following  reports  from 
Mr.  McKenzie  and  Mr.  Metcalfe,  to  render  it  hardly  necessary 
to  give  the  formal  assurance  asked  for  in  the  Local  Government 
Board  Memorandum.  As  1 have  said  before,  I do  not  know 
any  District  (of  this  kind)  which  is  more  thoroughly  inspected, 
systematically  and  periodically,  than  this  District. 

Conclusion. — I have  purposely  omitted  several  subjects,  in 
an  elfort  to  secure  brevity.  They  are  such  as  have  been  fully 
and  frequently  discussed  in  previous  Reports  ; and  many  of  them 
are  dealt  with  in  the  following  contributions  from  Mr.  McKenzie 
and  Mr.  Metcalfe ; to  both  of  whom  I have  again  to  express  my 
great  indebtedness  for  their  valuable  assistance  ; and  for  whom 
1 am  pleased  to  publish  their  Reports  in  their  own  names 
respectively. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

D,P,U, 


February  22 ud,  1906. 
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Factories  and  Workshops  Report,  IQ05. 


(See  Tables  62  and  63).  Under  tlie  provisions  of  this  Act, 
Inspections  have  taken  place  regularly  throughout  the  District. 
The  Register  at  the  close  of  the  year,  corrected  and  brought  up 
to  date,  shows  29  Factories,  128  Workshops  and  126  Domestic 
Workshops  ; total  283.  173  Inspections  were  made  during  the 

year. 

o8  Notices  have  been  served  by  authority  of  the  Council, 
viz.  : — 

Lime-washing  43 

Sanitary  15 

The  latter  are  made  up  as  follows  : 

I^ack  of  proper  Ventilation  2. 

Bad  Floor  Drainage  2. 

Defective  and  Unsuitable  : 

Workmen’s  Sanitary  Accommodation  4. 

No  Syphon  Traps  on  Waste  Pipes  4. 

Other  Nuisances  3. 

11  cases  of  failure  to  post  the  Abstract  of  the  Act  have  been 
notified  to  H.M’s.  Inspector. 

There  are  no  Underground  Bakehouses  within  the  District, 
and  there  are  only  two  Outworkers. 

Notice  was  received  from  H.M’s.  Inspector  with  respect  to 
the  dirty  condition  of  the  Smithy  at  Moor  End,  Northenden; 
and  the  same  was  attended  to. 


J.  McD.  McKENZIE. 

District  Surveyor. 
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Annual  Report  of  Building  Plans 
Committee,  1905. 


During  the  past  year  90  sets  of  Building  Plans  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Council,  and  2 letters  have  been  received  on 
various  building  matters.  67  sets  of  Plans  have  been  approved, 
16  sets  returned  for  amendment  and  afterwards  passed,  and  7 
have  been  returned  for  amendment  and  not  re-submitted. 

Plans  approved  comprise  the  following  : — 

1 13  Dwelling  Houses. 

9 New  Stables. 

4 New  Shippons. 

0 Re-arrangement  of  Drainage  Systems, 

1 New  Pig  Cote. 

2 Motor  Houses. 

1 Engine  House. 

21  Alterations  and  Additions. 

2 cases  of  Building  Avithout  Plans  being  submitted  have  been 
satisfactorily  explained  to  the  Council.  Also  2 Buildings 
were  erected  without  submitting  plans  and  have  since  been 
pulled  down. 

ROBERT  ASHTON, 

17 th.  JtDLuary^  1906.  Chairman. 


Annual  Report  on  Canal  Boats  Inspections, 

1905. 


During  the  year  85  Canal  Boats  (including  11  Manure  Boats) 
have  been  Inspected  in  38  visits,  against  58  in  1904.  The 
Boats  Avere  registered  as  dAvellings  for  258  persons,  and  on 
Inspection  Avere  found  occupied  by  168,  viz.: — 118  men,  45 
Avomen,  and  5 children. 

Formal  Notices  Avere  served  for  four  infringements  of  the 
Act,  viz.  : — 

Foul  Bilge  Water,  2. 

Certificate,  did  not  identify  owner  of  Boat,  2. 

These  Notices  have  been  complied  Avith  and  signed  counter- 
foils returned. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  AA^as  met  Avith  during  the  year. 


j.  McD.  McKenzie, 

Canal  Boat  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


I have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  of  the  Avork 
clone  in  this  department  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1905. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  work  under  this  head  has  been 
carried  out  on  somewhat  similar  lines  to  previous  years.  The 
premises  visited  have  been  carefully  inspected,  and,  Avhere 
defects  Avere  discovered,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  get  the 
alterations  carried  out  Avithout  the  continual  serving  of  notices, 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  this  method  has  met  Avith  consider- 
able success. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  meet  and  advise  those 
responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  alterations  and  amendments. 

I would  again  remind  those  who  have  the  alterations  to  carry 
out,  that,  if  requested,  I shall  be  glad  to  meet  and  discuss  the 
proposed  Avorks  with  them.  During  the  early  part  of  1906,  the 
Avorst  cases  will  be  reported  to  the  Council  Avith  a Anew  to  the 
requirements  being  complied.  Avith  in  the  summer,  whilst  the 
cattle  are  turned  out;  and  Avhere  the  notices  are  not  complied 
Avith  in  the  time  allowed  the  defaulters  Avill  be  reported  to  the 
Council,  and  stronger  remedies  asked  for.  A few  farmers 
are  in  the  habit  of  ahvays  being  behind  Avith  their  lime- 
washing, and  they  have  had  verbal  Avarning.  If  there  is  a 
recurrence  of  this  during  1906  1 shall  ask  the  Council  to  give  me 
instructions  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  them  for  a breach 
of  the  regulations. 

There  Avere  500  premises  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  517  at  the  close  ; the  latter  number  Avas  made  up 
as  folloAvs  : — 

Cow-keepers  (not  Milksellers)  297;  Purveyors  of  Milk  and 
Cowkeepers  220;  Purveyors  of  Milk  (not  CoAv-keepers)  7, 
There  Avas  only  one  application  for  registration  during  the  year, 
and  1,024  notices  Avere  served,  (avIucIi  include  lime-Avashing 
notices  sent  out  in  May  and  October).  There  Avere  four  ncAv 
coAvsheds  built  and  many  altered.  I am  able  to  report  a steady 
advance  toAvards  “ efficiency  ” in  this  department. 

Tuberculous  Cows. — Tavo  cases  Avere  notified  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Manchester;  one  at  Peover  Inferior,  and 
one  at  Styal.  Both  animals  had  been  reared  on  the  resjiective 
farms.  They  Avere  slaughtered  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Manchester  Officials. 

Food  Inspection. — Many  visits  Avere  made  to  shops,  &c., 
Avherc  meat,  fish,  fruit,  and  vegetables  Avere  exposed  for  sale. 
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and  I am  able  to  record  that  such  food  was  usually  of  excellent 
quality. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  now  nine  in  the  District,  one 
additional  license  having  been  granted  during  the  year.  These 
premises  are  inspected  frequently  and  it  is  rarely  necessary  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  faulty  methods  in  carrying 
out  the  business  of  slaughtering.  No  complaints  were  received 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  any  of  these  premises. 

House  to  House  Inspection. — This  part  of  the  work  has  been 
continued,  and  82  more  houses  were  inspected.  Many  defects 
and  nuisances  were  discovered,  and  the  requisite  steps  taken  to 
have  the  same  remedied. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected  to  about 
235. 

House  Drainage. — Many  houses  have  been  re-drained  and  at 
others  repairs  have  been  carried  out.  (See  Table). 

All  drains  have  stood  the  Hydraulic  Test  before  being  passed. 
All  soil  pipes  and  ventilating  pipes  of  house  drains  should  be 
tested  with  smoke  before  being  passed. 

Water  Supply. — It  will  be  seen  by  the  Table  that  certificates 
were  granted  for  92  new  houses  under  the  provisions  of  Sec.  6 
of  The  Public  Health  Water  Act  1878.  86  houses  were 

supplied  from  the  North  Cheshire  Water  Co’s,  mains,  5 from 
wells  (the  water  analysed)  and  one  from  rain  water  tank. 

Smoke  Nuisances. — Three  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year.  The  places  complained  of  are  still  under  observation. 

Rivers  Pollution. — Many  visits  were  made  with  regard  to 
this  branch  of  the  work ; and  on  several  occasions  I was 
accompanied  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the 
pollution  of  rivers,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 
Surveyor, 

1 expect  a great  deal  of  good  to  accrue  from  the  active  way  in 
which  this  subject  has  been  taken  up  by  the  Council,  and 
regular  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  rivers  in  the  District  will 
be  furnished  to  you  during  1906, 

Disinfection. — All  houses  and  clothing  where  infectious  cases 
occurred  were  disinfected  by  fumigation,  and  the  rooms  after- 
wards stripped  and  lime-washed. 

Scavenging  and  Removal  of  Refuse, — 

Northenden. — The  work  in  this  Township  is  done  by  contract ; 
and  the  monthly  returns  made  show  1,452  ashpits  emptied,  788 
dustbins,  and  216  pails.  The  number  of  loads  removed  being 
610. 
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Dunham  JMasscy  and  Timpcricy. — The  -work  in  these  Town- 
ships has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff,  and  the 
following  table  shows  to  some  extent  the  amount  of  work  done: — 


Dunham. 

Timperley. 

Total. 

Visits  to  Separate  Houses 

1678 

4383 

6061 

No.  of  Ashpits  emptied 

985 

1737 

2722 

No.  of  Pails  „ 

178 

1852 

2030 

No.  of  Dustbins  „ 

88 

1003 

1091 

No.  of  Loads  removed  (ashes,  &c.) 

540 

620 

1160 

No.  of  Loads  removed  (manure) 

163 

339 

502 

Few  complaints  were  received  as  compared  with  previous 
years.  On  the  other  hand  on  several  occasions  I have  been  the 
recipient  of  compliments  on  the  increased  efficiency  in  this 
department. 

R.  M.  METCALFE, 

Inspector, 


January  31st,  1906. 
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Biddulph  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1905. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  5,290. 

„ M ,,  1901,  6,247.  Increase,  957. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1904,  6,525. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  5.057—30=5.027. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1,260.  ) At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*95.)  1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District : The  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District : Union  Workhouse,  at  Leek. 
North  Stafford  Infirmary.  Congleton  Cottage  Hospital. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
None. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  36*0. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  15*5. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  i*6. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  121. 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*15024. 
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TABLE  65. 

( Local  Government  Board  Table  1.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 


Year. 

Population  estim- 
ated to  Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  T 

Dis 

Under  i Year. 

iegistered  in  the 

rict. 

At  all  Ages. 

5 % 

? *5 

1 

i 

Deaths  of  Residents  reg- 

istered in  Public  Institu- 
tions beyond  the  District 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 
ing to  the 
District. 

Number.  | 

i 

Kate. 

Number. 

1 Kate  per 

1 1000  Births 

1 registered. 

Number. 

Kate. 

Total  Deaths  in  ] 
Institutions  in 

District. 

0 c - 

0 « g 

55  « 0 

"5 

Q " t? 

Number.  j 

Rate.  1 

1895 

5672 

208 

3^”  7 

30 

144 

NO 

REG 

|ORD 

87 

15*3 

1896 

5768 

[ 

188 

32-6 

26 

138 

89 

I 

90 

15-6 

1897 

5863 

173 

29’5 

18 

104 

73 

2 

80 

13-6 

1898 

5959 

199 

33’4 

28 

140 

79 

.7. 

I 

80 

13*4 

1899 

6055 

210 

34-6 

29 

138 

109 

no 

181 

1900 

6141 

206 

33*5 

34 

165 

113 

I 

1 14 

i8-5 

1901 

6247 

245 

39-2 

22 

90 

85 

5 

89 

14*2 

1902 

1 

6367 

226 

35*5 

34 

150 

117 

3 

119 

187 

1 

1903  ! 

6440 

225 

34*9 

22 

98 

83 

5 

5 

89 

13-8 

i 

1904  j 

6525 

215 

33*0 

32 

149 

98 

2 

2 

99 

15*2 

« £2  0 i 

i 

t/3  ei  CN 

i 

1 

2 ^ V 1 
S pvo 

6104 

210 

34*3 

28  * 

132 

94 

I 

2 

96 

15-6 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1905 

6656 

240 

36*0 

29 ! 

121 

99 

I 

4 

103 

15*5 

TABLE  66. — (Local  Government  Board  Table  III.) 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  L90o. 
Name  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 


■ 


lOS 


o 

Cases  remoa 
Hospital. 

•im 

o 

d 

•spjBA\dn 
puB  S9 

: 

u 

s i 

c/3 

•S9  Oi  Sz 

N 

Q 

o 

s 

a 

V 

> 

1 

•Sz  01  Si 

1 

t/3 

t/} 

< 

•Si  01  S 

; : 0 : : : : : : : : 

< 

I 

U* 

•S  oi  I 

: : rt  : : (T)  : : , : : : 

bC 

c/5 

•I  ispun 

1 

1 

U 

•s35v  IIB  ?v 

c/3 

c 

fd 

y3 

Q 

u 

< 

o 

Smaltpox  ... 

Cholera  

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever  ... 
Continued  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Plague  

3 

Totals 

110 


TABLE  67. 

(Local  Grovemment  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
Name  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 

“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

-=•■211  ^ 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i. 

I and 

under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

— . LO 
c'O 

S3 

LT.'C 

3 

65  and  = 

upwards. 

Total  De; 
whether  of  Ri 
1 or  non  “Res 
in.Pth)lic  I 
tionsinthel 

Small-pox 

Measles 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 

3 

2 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup  

Croup 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

( Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric  ... 

/ Rheumatic 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

I 

I 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ... 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Enteritis  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

3 

2 

I 

Phthisis  ... 

6 

2 

4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

2 

5 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

lO 

4 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

15 

3 

4 

5 

3 

Pleurisy  ... 

1 

I 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  \ 

2 

I 

Venereal  Diseases 

... 

Premature  Birth 

6 

*6 

f 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition  

Heart  Diseases  

7 

I 

3 

3 

Accidents 

I 

I 

Suicides  

Debility,  &c. 

3 

2 

I 

Convulsions,  &c 

5 

5 

Old  Age 

5 

5 

Cerebral  Diseases 

7 

2 

I 

3 

I 

All  other  causes 

10 

I 

I 

2 

5 

All  causes 

103 

29 

22 

3 

4 

21 

24 

I 

Ill 

TABLE  G8. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1905. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  . 

Year  of  Age. 

Name  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  I Week.j 

1-2  Weeks.  I 

2-3  Weeks.  1 

3-4  Weeks.  I 

Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months.  1 

c 

0 

s 

fp 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months.  1 

5-6  Months.  1 

6-7  Months.  | 

7-8  Months.  1 

on 

x; 

c 

0 

J? 

9^ 

06 

1 

i/? 

c 

0 

OS 

I 

% 

c 

0 

s 

6 

3 

1 i : j 1 1-12  Months.  I 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year. 

i Certified  

All  Causes,  j Uncertified  

3 

I 

3 

3 

I 

10 

I 

2 

' 

2 

I 

3 

I 

26 

3 

, Small-pox 

^ Chicken-pox  

Common  J 

Infect.ous  j g^^^et  Fever  

iseases.  1 Diphtheria;  Croup 

^Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

2 

f Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

I 

I 

Diarrhoeal  j / 7-  / ’ / 1 [ 

Diseases  ^ ^ Tuberculous)  S 

Diseases.  | Gastritis,  Gastro- 

1 intestinal  Catarrh  \ 

, Premature  Birth  ... 
Congenital  Defects 

4 

I 

5 

5 

Wasting  Injury  at  Birth 

Diseases.  j Want  of  Breast-milk 

[ Atrophy,  Deliility,  ) 

^ Marasmus  ^ 

C Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

I 

I 

2 

1 

1 

I 

4 

I 

.p  , , 1 Tuberculous  Peritonitis  ; { 

luberculousj  Tabes  Mesenterica  ( 

Drseases.  | x„berculous  | 

Diseases  { 

Erysipelas 

1 

I 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ) 

( not  Tuberculous ) ^ 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

5 

4 

Pneumonia 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 
Other  Causes 

I 

* 

2 

2 

I 

41  3 

3 

I 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

I 

3 

... 

29 

Births  in  the  year 


District  of  Biddulph. 

J leijitimate  ...  232  Population  estimated  to  ) ^ 

I illegitimate  ...  8 middle  of  1905.  > ^ 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  103. 


TABLE  69. 


Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Tear  1905. 


Total, 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
to  Total 
Deaths  of 
j Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Average. 

1905. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  Years  and 

upwards. 

1 

Under  OneYear. 

At  65  Years  and 

upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

Average. 

1905- 

Average. 

1905. 

240 

1 

j 103 

12 

34-3 

36*0 

15-6 

15*5 

2-0 

1*8 

24 

29 

23 

28 

TABLE  70. 

Shewing  Deatlis,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1905. 


Quarter 

Ending. 

1 Total  Deaths. 

1 

Rate. 

De.\ths. 

Percentage 
to  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

1 Measles.  I 

1 Whooping  Cough.  I 

1 Diphtheria.  I 

1 Diarrhoea.  | 

1 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

1 Phthisis.  1 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

1 

Total. 

Rate. 

March  31 

39 

23*8 

11 

12 

28 

31 

2 

3 

0 

0 

5 

3*0 

2 

J une  30 

23 

13*9 

4 

4 

17 

17 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0*6 

1 

Sept.  30 

18 

10*7 

5 

5 

28 

28 

0 

0 

ll 

3 

4 

2*4 

1 

Dec.  31 

23 

13*7 

4 

8 

17 

34 

0 

0 

0 i 

1 

1 

0*9 

2 

TABLE  71. 


Births. 


Of  which  Ille- 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate. 

gitimate. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  Quarter 

32 

38 

70 

42-7 

1 

0 

1 

2nd  „ 

30 

25 

55 

33-2 

1 

1 

2 

3rd  „ 

28 

32 

60 

35-8 

0 

2 

2 

4th  „ 

35 

1 

20 

1 

55 

32-8 

3 

0 

3 

125  1 

115 

240 

36*0 

5 

3 

8 

TABLE  72. 

Shewing  position  of  Biddulph  in  the  County  in  1904,  com- 
pared with  37  other  Urban  Districts. 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Best  of 

38 

U rban 
Districts 

Worst  of 

38 

Urban 

Districts 

Bid- 

dulph 

Figures. 

Place  of 
Bid- 
dulph in 
the  List. 

Birth  Rate 

45-6 

20-3 

32-9 

24 

Death  Rate 

11-7 

22-5 

15T 

8 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0*3 

5-4 

0-8 

5 

Infantile  Mortality  

99 

245 

149 

15 

114 


TABLE  73. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

j Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

TOTAL. 

1890 



12 

2 

3 

2 

1 

20 

1891 

— 

5 

1 

5 

2 

2 

15 

1892 

— 

18 

3 

3 

— 

— 

24 

1893 

— 

11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

15 

1894 

' 

12 

4 

3 

2 

— 

39 

1895 

\ — 

13 

9 

1 

— 

2 

25 

1896 

— 

38 

4 

3 

4 

6 ; 

55 

1897 

— 

11 

1 

— 

5 

— i 

i 17 

1898 

! — 

1 

3 

2 

1 

j 

1 

1 7 

1899 

i — 

no 

— 

5 

3 



j 118 

1900 

' — . 

22 

1 

3 

— 

- 1 

1 26 

1901 

^ — 

— i 

15 

2 

3 

1 i 

■ 21 

1902 

1 — 

1 

11 

1 

1 

i 

1903 

— 

5 

23 

— 

— 

— 

i 28 

1904 

1 — 

14 

30 

3 

2 

1 

50 

Total  of 
IS  years. 

18 

272 

99 

44 

27 

13 

473 

Average 
of  15  years 

1 

18 

7 

3 

2 

1 

31 

1905  1 

— 

11  1 

17 

— 

1 

1 

30 
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TABLE  74. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

1890 



1 



— 







i 1 



2 

1891 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

1 

2 

— 

15 

1892 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

3 

1893 

' — 

1 

2 

— 

4 

— 

7 1 

2 

— 

16 

1894 

1 

— 

3 

i 1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

7 

1895 

' — 

— 

4 

1 

2 

5 

4 

2 

— 

21 

1896 

! 

3 

4 

— 

3 

2 

2 

2 



16 

1897 

i 

— ' 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

7 

1898 

1 

— 

1 

— 

12 

3 

4 

— 

— 

20 

1899 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

9 

1 

2 

22 

1900 

' 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

7 

1901 



— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— . 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1902 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 

7 

2 

3 

— 

— 

14 

1903  j 

— 

— 

7 i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

7 

1904 

— 

— 

4 ; 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

5 

Total  of 
15  years 

1 

11 

29 

4 

30 

33 

45  1 

11 

2 

166 

Average 
of  15  Years 

0-07 

0-7 

1*9  i 

0-3 

2*0 

2-2 

i 

3-0  ! 

0-7 

0T3: 

11*1 

1905 

i 

— 

1 

1 1 

— 

3 

3 

4 i 

1 

— 

j 

11 
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TABLE  15. 
Vaccination. 


Total  Births. 

Vaccinated. 

Died. 

Removed  to 
places  known. 

Postponed  on 

M edical  Certifi- 

cate. 

Lost  sight  of. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

1896  ... 

185 

159 

19 



4 

3 

— 

1897 

181 

161 

14 

— 

1 5 

1 

— 

1898 

199 

153 

20 

— 

21 

3 

2 

1899  ... 

215 

145 

25 

4 

40 

1 

— 

1900  ... 

210 

163 

27 

4 

11 

3 

2 

1901 

245 

218 

19 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1902 

225 

178 

28 

3 

14 

— 

2 

1903  ... 

225 

178 

18 

3 

23 

3 

1 

Total  for  8 years 

1685 

1355 

170 

17 

122 

14 

8 

1904  ... 

215 

147 

23 

2 

42 

1 

2 
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TABLE  76. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department 
during  the  year  1905,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Biddulph. 


Is 

ID 

% ^ 

^ s 

.2 

II 

't:  aj 

C 0 

t:  c s 

ll 

(U  0 

(2;  ^ 

cS 

0-1 

rx  n-  1 Foul  Conditions  ... 

we  \ 5(_i.uctural  Defects  ...  ...  

Houses  and  Overcrowding  

c 00  s.  ^ Unfit  for  Habitation 

95 

89 

I 

12 

26 

12 

26 

Lodging  Houses  ... 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds  ... 

56 

7 

7 

Bakehouses... 

36 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Canal  Boats 

16 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

115 

9 

9 

^ Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  

„ ( Defective  Traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

< No  Disconnection  ..  ...  ...  ...  ; 

Dramage.  | other  Faults  \ 

9 

59 

12 

12 

Water  Supply 

35 

8 

8 

Pigsties 

31 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Offeii.sive  Trades  .. 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

2 

Totals  

544 

74 

74 

Nos. 

Precautions  against  Infections  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ., 

12 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  

20 

S.  GIBSON, 

Inspector. 


January  i6th,  1906. 
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TABLE  77. 

Home  Office  Table. — Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  1905,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Biddulph, 
Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories... 

. . . 

28 

6 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

. . . 

98 

• • • • • • 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Total  ... 

2. — Defects 

126  6 

Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 

Particulars. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Found.  Remedied 

Health  Acts  : — 

H.M,  of 

Inspector.  Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

6 

5 

... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

2 

1 

• • • • • • 

Sanitary  Accommodations — 

Insufficient  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

2 

• • • • • • 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

... 

... 

Total  

11 

8 

3. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  HM.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors  j 


2 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  1905...  49 
Total  number  of  Factories  on  Register  at  end  of  1905  ...  7 


Total 


...  56 


119 


BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  3 and  4,  and  6 to  16 
inclusive,  is  to  be  considered  an  integral  part  of  this  lieport. 

Area. — Unchanged. 

Population. — ( See  paragraph  on  page  7).  This  is  undoubtedly 
steadily  increasing.  Wishing  to  avoid  exaggeration,  I take  it 
as  6,656  for  1905,  an  increase  for  the  year  of  131.  It  is 
probably  more,  rather  than  less. 

Tables. — (See  paragraphs  on  pages  6 and?).  The  average 
of  the  birth-rates  rises  from  34*1  to  34*3  ; and  that  of  the  death- 
rates  from  15*5  to  15‘6.  The  average  of  the  zymotic  death-rate 
remains  approximately  at  2*0;  and  that  of  the  infant  mortality 
figures  at  132.  These  figures  differ  very  little  from  those  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales;  and  the  whole  history  of  the 
year  as  set  out  in  the  Tables  (65  to  77)  will  be  found  to  be  of  a 
similar  “ average  ” character,  without  any  particularly  striking 
features. 

Births. — (Table  71).  The  number  registered  was  125  males 
and  115  females,  total  240.  This  is  the  highest  number  (Table 
65)  in  any  year,  except  1901.  The  Rate  is  36*0;  which  has 
only  been  exceeded  in  1895  and  1901.  This  is  T7  above  the 
average  ; and  is  also  8*8  above  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1905. 

Illegitimate  Infants. — These  numbered  8,  or  3*3  per  cent,  of 
all  births  ; practically  the  same  as  in  each  of  the  three  preceding 
years.  One  death  occurred  among  the  8,  or  12*5  per  cent. ; 
whilst  28  deaths  among  232  legitimate  children  is  12  per  cent. 
The  numbers  are  of  course  too  small  to  allow  for  any  deductions 
being  drawn  from  them. 

Deaths. — (Tables  65,  67,  68,  and  70),  The  number  actually 
registered  in  the  District  was  99 ; of  which  none  have  to  be 
discarded  ; but  on  the  other  hand  3 which  occurred  in  the  North 
Stafford  Infirmary,  and  1 in  the  Leek  Workhouse,  have  to  be 
added  ; which  makes  the  total  103,  (66  males  and  37  females  ; a 
very  unusual  proportion).  The  number  is  7 more  than  the 
average  ; and  the  Rate  15*5  is  OT  below  the  average.  The  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1905  is  15*2.  The  principal  causes 
of  death  were  respiratory  diseases,  diseases  of  infancy,  the 
miscellaneous  class,  zymotic  diseases,  and  old  age ; which 
together  account  for  12‘0  out  of  the  15*5. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  gradual 
building  up  of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 
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No,  of  deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

19 

2-85456 

F ebruary 

10 

1-50240 

March 

TO 

1-50240 

April 

7 

1-05168 

May 

5 

0-75120 

June 

II 

1-65264 

July 

7 

1-05168 

August 

5 

0-75120 

September 

6 

0-90144 

October 

5 

0-75120 

November 

11 

1-65264 

December 

7 

1-05168 

Total  103 

15*47472 

Uncertified 

Deaths. — Three  ; a 

child  of  8 months  Irom 

convulsions  due  to  teething ; a cliild  of  4 months  from  pneu- 
monia ; and  a child  a few  hours  old  from  prematurity. 

Coroner’s  Inquests. — Only  one  was  held  in  the  District; 
June  20th,  F.,  49  years,  natural  causes,  viz.  : shock  and  a weak 
heart.  One  other  was  held  at  the  North  Stafford  Infirmary, 
September  26th,  M.,  22  years,  injuries  from  fall  off  a ladder. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 29  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  infants 
under  one  year  ; which,  compared  with  240  births  is  as  121  to 
1000.  This  is  11  below  our  own  average,  being  the  lowest 
number  but  three  in  the  eleven  years  shown  in  Table  6o  ; and 
it  is  also  7 below  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905. 
So  far,  it  is  a good  figure;  yet  examination  of  Table  68  will 
show  (as  usual)  that  just  about  one-half  of  these  deaths  were 
due  to  causes  which  could  be  prevented;  and  this  waste  of 
infant-life,  which  is  going  on  all  over  the  country,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  problems  of  the  day. 

Mortality  among  Old  People. — 24  deaths  were  those  of 
persons  of  advanced  age  ; or  23  per  cent.  This  is  a lower 
proportion  than  in  my  other  Districts. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease. — (Tables  66  and  73.) 
These  numbered  30;  which  is  1 below  the  average  of  15  years; 
and  cannot  be  considered  an  excessive  number.  All  (except 
one  case  of  erysipelas)  were  serious  cases;  including  17  of 
diphtheria,  1 1 of  scarlet  fever,  and  1 of  puerperal  fever.  Only 
1 death  occurred  among  them,  (a  case  of  diphtheria).  A few 
cases  of  diphtheria  in  July  appeared  to  be  connected  together; 
otherwise  cases  were  fairly  scattered  over  the  whole  year,  and 
no  actual  epidemic  arose,  though  much  anxiety  was  several 
times  caused. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — These  were  11,  viz.  : 3 
measles,  3 whooping-cough,  and  4 diarrluea,  besides  1 diphtheria. 
This  again  is  just  equal  to  the  average  of  the  last  15  years. 
(Table  74).  The  Rate  is  1*6,  conq)ared  with  an  average  of  2*0. 
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Small-pox. — In  1904  there  were  133  cases,  in  21  Sanitary 
Districts  in  the  County  ; with  7 deaths  in  2 Districts.  Biddulph 
again  escaped  in  1905,  as  in  the  preceding  years. 

Vaccination.— (Table  75),  In  1904,  147  children  were 
vaccinated  out  of  192  surviving,  or  77  per  cent. ; whilst  if  cases 
medically  postponed,  (an  unusually  large  number),  and  those 
removed  and  traced,  were  ultimately  vaccinated  in  the  same 
proportion,  (which  I see  no  reason  to  doubt),  the  percentage 
becomes  94  ; and  although  this  is  not  (juite  so  good  a result  as 
previous  years  have  given,  still  the  percentages  for  the  last  9 
years  are  88  (or  97),  and  no  doubt  this  largely  explains  the 
District’s  immunity  from  small-pox. 

Measles. — 3 deaths  occurred  in  March  and  April,  all  being 
children  between  two  and  five  years  of  age  ; and  all  the  deaths 
being  due  to  inter-curi-ent  pneumonia.  This  pointedly  illustrates 
the  most  fatal  age  ; and  also  the  fact  that  death  in  most  cases  is 
caused  by  pulmonary  complications. 

Scarlet  Fever.  — No  deaths  occurred  among  the  11  cases 
notified.  2 cases  occurred  in  February,  1 in  June,  2 in  October, 
2 in  November,  and  4 in  December.  They  were  all  separate 
cases;  Avith  no  special  features;  None  were  removed  to 
Hospital. 

Whooping-cough. — Three  deaths  occurred  in  February,  all 
under  2 yeays  of  age  ; two  of  them  complicated  Avith  pneumonia. 
Little  further  information  could  be  obtained. 

Diphtheria. — 17  cases  Avere  notified  ; 1 in  January,  1 in  June, 
6 in  July  (4  houses),  1 in  August,  4 in  October  (2  houses),  1 in 
November,  and  3 in  December  (2  houses).  11  of  these  Avere 
removed  to  Hospital;  and  1 case  died  in  Hospital,  in  July. 
One  other  case,  admitted  in  December,  died  in  January,  1906  ; 
but  this  death  will  have  to  be  counted  in  my  next  Annual 
Report.  Considering  the  unusual  prevalence  of  diphtheria  noAv 
for  three  years,  (23,  30  and  17  cases  respectively  ; Avith  7,  4 and 
1 deaths,)  the  average  yearly  number  for  the  previous  13  years 
being  only  4^,  the  present  position  may  possibly  not  be  regarded 
as  Avithout  some  hopeful  signs.  Certainly,  as  has  been  fully 
proved  in  many  Districts,  the  prompt  administration  of 
antitoxin  has  saA^ed  many  lives,  and  has  robbed  the  disease  of 
its  worst  terrors. 

The  origin  of  the  cases  Avas  not  easy  to  trace  ; but  in  no  case 
Avas  the  infection  proA^ed  to  haA^e  a local  origin  ; AA^hilst  in 
several  there  seemed  to  be  evidence  of  its  importation  from 
outside.  (See  Annual  Report  for  1903  and  1904). 

Enteric  Fever. — No  cases. 

Diarrhoea. — 4 deaths  ; 1 in  July,  2 in  September,  and  1 in 
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November  ; the  first  being  a man  of  6-5  years;  the  others  infants. 

Enteritis.— No  deatlis. 

Influenza. — Two  deaths;  one  in  January,  and  one  in  Decem- 
ber. As  far  as  my  observation  goes  (for  lo  years),  this  is 
distinctly  a winter  disease. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  notified  in  May;  recovered. 

Erysipelas. — One  case  in  January;  unimportant.  The 
freedom  of  the  District  from  this  ailment  is  strikingly  shewn 
by  the  fact  that  only  28  cases  have  been  notified  in  16  years. 

Other  Septic  Diseases.  —Three  deaths  ; two  being  babies, 
from  blood-poisoning  in  the  cord  ; and  one  a girl  of  7 from 
general  blood-poisoning. 

Phthisis. — Six  deaths.  Rate  0*9.  3 males  and  3 females. 

Ages  from  3 to  49  years,  average  27  years. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.— 7 deaths  ; 6 males  and  1 female  ; 
ages  from  9 months  to  5 years.  3 cases  meningeal,  two 
peritoneal,  and  two  general.  Rate  TO. 

Cancer. — Only  one  death ; F.,  85  years ; uterus.  Rate  0-05. 

Respiratory  Diseases.— 28  deaths  ; Rate  4*2  ; much  the 
highest  Rate  in  any  of  my  Districts.  (Table  2). 

Heart  Diseases. — 7 Deaths.  Rate  TO. 

Isolation  and  Disinfection. — The  Hospital  has  received  1 1 
cases  of  diphtheria  during  1905  ; and  has  therefore  again  been 
of  the  greatest  value  in  checking  the  spread  of  infection.  In 
all  other  respects  things  remain  as  they  were.  I have  no 
information  as  to  the  projected  Congleton  Joint  Hospital. 

Overcrowding. — ^This  still  exists,  because  the  population 
increases  faster  than  the  supply  of  new  cottages.  Fewer  cases 
however  have  come  under  my  notice  during  1905  than  in  the 
years  immediately  preceding. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — 114  “Peat-pails”  have 
been  supplied  during  the  year;  bringing  up  the  number  in  use 
to  about  690. 

The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s  employees. 

Sewage  Disposal. — Delay  has  again  been  caused  to  the  new 
scheme  ; this  time  by  the  necessity  of  obtaining  authority  to 
divert  a public  foot-path,  I hope  next  year  to  be  able  to  report 
solid  progress. 

Water  Supply. — See  Inspector’s  Report. 

Slaughter-houses.  1 These  have  been  visited,  and  supervised. 

Bake-houses.  / 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops. — ] continue  to  make 
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inspections,  from  time  to  time,  personally  ; and  the  Council  has 
served  notices  under  the  Dairies’  Order  in  several  instances. 
A distinct  general  improvement  has  taken  place  since  inspec- 
tions began  to  be  made  ; but  of  course  there  are  still  plenty  of 
cases  where  further  improvement  is  desirable,  and  is  by  no 
means  difficult  to  carry  out. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — None. 

Canal  Boats. — No  Canal. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  have  been  visited  in  the 
course  of  systematic  inspections.  The  list  (given  in  detail  in 
last  year’s  Keport)  shows  that  the  Act  only  applies  to  a very 
limited  extent  in  this  District. 

Systematic  Inspections. — These  are  difficult  to  make,  because 
of  the  scattered  nature  of  the  outlying  population  ; and  because 
of  my  residing  at  some  distance.  As  regards  Bradley  Green, 
the  principal  centre,  1 think  I may  say  that  it  receives  a good 
share  of  systematic  inspection  ; and  as  to  the  outlying  parts, 
no  summer  passes  without  my  spending  one  or  more  whole  days 
in  nothing  else  but  this  kind  of  work  ; of  course  accompanied 
by  the  Inspector,  without  whose  local  knowledge  I should  waste 
much  time.  And  all  the  year  round  I am  continually  dealing 
with  cases  reported  to  me  by  the  Inspector,  who  may  be  said  to 
make,  on  our  joint  behalf,  systematic  inspections  nearly  every 
day  throughout  the  year. 

Conclusion. — I have  endeavoured  to  make  my  Report  as 
short  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  inclusion  of  all  informa- 
tion which  ought  to  be  given. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

D.RH.  Viet. 


March  Uth,  1906. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  7th  Annual  Report. 

Infectious  Diseases. — All  cases  are  personally  visited  ; in- 
structions and  the  necessary  disinfectants  given. 

The  Hospital  continues  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  District, 
and  during  the  year  most  of  the  diphtheria  cases  liave  been 
admitted. 

Scavenging. — Owing  to  the  continued  building  of  new 
dwelling-houses,  the  scai^enging  (including  removal  of  ashes  and 
night-soil)  increases  year  by  year,  but  at  present  the  work  is 
done  satisfactorily  by  being  systematically  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  own  men  and  horses. 

Peat  Pails. — There  have  been  114  Palls  sold  during  the  year. 
I may  say  that  the  inhabitants  generally  are  pleased  with  the 
system,  and  wherever  old  and  defective  cesspools  are  removed, 
the  Pail  System  is  always  adopted. 

Sewers  and  Drains. — New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  all  the 
new  streets.  In  High  Street  and  at  Pool  Fold  the  old  sewers 
have  been  taken  out  and  new  ones  laid. 

Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply  during  the  year  could 
not  be  considered  adequate,  for  owing  to  the  dry  season,  both 
the  supplies  at  Biddulph  Park  and  Biddulph  Moor  have  con- 
siderably diminished,  with  the  result  that  a difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  supplying  the  southern  end  of  the  District. 

May  I be  allowed  to  say  that  it  is  imperative  that  the  Council 
take  immediate  steps  with  regard  to  increasing  the  water  supply, 
and  also  the  size  of  the  mains. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Cowsheds  in  this  District  may 
now  be  considered  to  be  kept  fairly  clean,  structural  alterations 
and  improvements  are  constantly  being  made,  and  these,  with 
the  half-yearly  lime-washing,  go  to  improve  the  cowsheds  very 
much. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses. — These  are  frequently 
inspected  during  the  year  and  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  usual  inspections  have  been 
made  and  in  several  instances  structural  improvements  have 
been  effected. 

S.  GIBSON. 

Public  Hallf  Biddulph^ 

January^  1906. 


125 


Bucklow  Joint  Hospital  Board- 


This  is  not  a Report  under  Art.  18,  (14)  and  (16),  of  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  Order ; but  is  published  at  the 
suggestion  of  myself  as  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Board,  and  as 
Medical  Attendant  at  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  by  the  permission 
of  the  Board,  for  the  information  of  the  various  Authorities 
which  comprise  it. 

General  Infectious  Diseases,  (scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and 
enteric  fever),  have  been  freely  removed  to  the  new  Baguley 
Sanatorium,  situated  within  the  Bucklow  Rural  District,  and 
now  belonging  to  the  Manchester  Corporation.  The  Joint 
Hospital  Boai’d  is  entitled,  by  agreement,  to  the  use  of  35  beds. 

Table  78  shows  all  the  details,  month  by  month,  for  1905.  10 
patients  died,  out  of  1 12  (95  admitted  and  17  left  in  from  1904)  ; 
a percentage  of  9 ; the  percentage  in  1904  having  been  4 only. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases,  in  the  different  diseases, 
however,  varies  widely,  being  6 '3  for  scarlet  fever,  20*7  for 
diphtheria,  and  0*0  for  enteric  fever. 

The  latter  figures  however  will  be  misleading  unless  it  is  noted 
that  only  3 cases  of  enteric  fever  were  admitted,  with  0 deaths; 
as  against  29  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  6 deaths  ; and  63  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  with  4 deaths. 

11  patients  remain  in  Hospital,  at  the  end  of  1905,  compared 
with  17  at  the  end  of  1904,  and  13  at  the  end  of  1903. 

The  largest  number  of  patients  in  Hospital,  at  one  time  was 
27,  in  May. 

The  Small-pox  Hospital  has  been  maintained  in  a condition 
of  preparedness  ; under  the  charge  of  resident  caretakers,  (man 
and  wife)  ; but  has  received  no  patients  during  1905. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ,  D.P.H  , 

March  16th ^ 1906.  Medical  Adiuer  to  the  Board. 
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TABLE  78. 

Kegister  of  Patients  remove:!  to  the  Bagiiley  Sanatorium,  1905. 
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3 
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